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I will remember. .

[ will call to mind the deeds of the LORD;
Yea, I will remember Thy wonders of old, I will meditate
on all Thy works, and muse on Thy mighty deeds.
Thy way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our God?

The end of the year is always a lime of remembrance. We

—_callto mind the most important and significant events ofthe |

year past. We remember the happy occasions, the highlights,
as well as the tragic events and dark spots in our life.

Somewhere else in this issue you will find a review of
the most important things in our church life in the year of our
Lord 1984.

This year has been a year of many remembrances. There
were many things to be remembered, not only in our church
life, but also in our national political life and in international
developments.

This year has been characterized by an increase in vio-
lence. Police officers have been murdered as never before.
In the international political arena we have heard of assassi-
nation attempts and ‘‘successful’’ assassinations. Economical-
“ly we are in deep recession and the end is still not in sight.

Psalm 77 speaks about the deeds of the LORD. “I wili re-
member Thy wonders of old.” At first glance there seems 10
be not that much reason for shouting. Do we see the wonders
of the LORD?

Still, if we “meditate on all His works”” we reaily have plenty
of reason to be thankful.

We are living in a free country and we can serve the Lord
without any hindrance. The Lord is gathering His Church, also
in this part of the world and He takes care of His people. He
preserves His congregations.

Especially this year has been a year of remembrance for
the churches here in Canada as well as in our sister-churches
in The Netherlands. To begin with the laiter: this year we
remembered the fact that 150 years ago the Lord worked ref-
ormation in His Churches. In the first secession we are allowed
to see theé wondrous works of the Lord. It certainly was a dan-
gerous situation. Freedom of preaching was allowed on the
pulpit. The ministers did not have to pledge full allegiance to
the three forms of unity because they are in accordance with
the Word of God. They only had to accept the confession in
so far as it was (in their own opinion) in accordance with the
Word of God. In the first secession a church, wandering away
from the true doctrine was brought back 1o the preaching of
Holy Scripture.

We also remembered that 40 years ago the Lord again
worked a reformation in His Churches. In the Liberation of 1944
the churches were set free from the binding of a human doc-
trine which contradicted the Word of God. The indubitable tes-
timony of the Lord concerning His promises as a ground for
baptism was replaced by a presumption of regeneration. The
trustworthiness of baptism depended on the performance of
man. If someone turned out to be an unbelisver, his baptism
apparently had not been a "'real” baptism. Again the church-

Psalm 77:11-13

es were brought back to the old adage "“Sola Scriptura.”
_Both events took place in "‘the old country,” but 1984 was
a remarkable year with many things to be rememibered also ‘
for the church life in this part of the world.

It is 60 years ago that the Protestant Reformed Churches
were formed. In the Christian Reformed Churches in this part
of the world the Synod of Kalamazoo 1924 decided to make
the doctrine of “Common Grace” the official doctrine of the
churches. This led to a secession, which started in Grand Rap-
ids. The result of this reformation was the existence of the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches. However, the sad thing is that
these same churches in 1950, in the so-called “Declaration
of Principles,” took a stand which came very close to what had
caused the Liberation in The Netherlands. This triggered a new
reformation and resulted in the existence of the Canadian and
American Reformed Churches.?

This year it was 30 years ago that the first National Synod
of the Canadian Reformed Churches was held. On November
4,5, 8, 8and 9, 1954 in Carman, Manitoba, the brothers came
together. It was still a small group. Many things have happened
since. From the seven ministers who were present at the first
synod, three have passed away namely, the Revs. . Ph. Pief-
fers, H. Siel and J. van Popta. Two of them are retired from
active service namely, the Revs. W. Loopstra and G. van
Dooren. Two others are about to retire within a year namely,
the Revs. L. Selles and W.W.J. van QOene. (The names and
titles are mentioned and spelled according to the Acts of
Synod.)

Many things have changed. The blessings of the Lord have
been manifold. Every year is called a year of the Lord, Anno
Domini. Especially this year we had many things to remember
and to be thankful for. The future might seem to be dark, but
we know better, It is the future of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
is coming to make all things new. His glorious return will be
the end of the history of mankind and the beginning of a new
dispensation. it will be the final destination of mankind, o serve
our God and Creator eternally on a new earth, to serve Him
in perfection. Then no “reformation” will be necessary any
more. We will be all one in Him who has made us His own pos-
session.

At the end of this year we will meditate on all the works
of the Lord, we will muse on His mighty deeds. His way is Holy.
What god is great like our God?

W. POUWELSE

Y the issue August 10 we deall more extensively with these matters. In The
Standard Bearer the (Frotestant Reformed) Professor H.C. Hoeksema mac
some comments on our article “'Backgrounds of the Liberation.”” We hope
reflect on his remarks in the near future. e



Darkness of the world

Dr. Morgentaler, the man of the abor-
tion clinics, won his case before an earth-
ly Ontario court. The abortions performed

Luke 2:9

the glory of the Lmrd shone
around them.”

which dwells.” It is derived from the verb
that means “to dwell.” Another word, also
derived from this verb, is the word for tent-
tabernacle. The tabernacle is the dwell-

in his Toronto clinic were declared not to
be a criminal offence. Although a human
jury did not condemn his murderous
work, we know that the divine Judge, who
is also the Giver of life, has said: “You
shall not kill.” This concerns also the
unborn.

Murder of unborn children is a clear
sign of the rejection of God the Creator
and of Christ Jesus the Redeemer of life.
Since Christ is the light that shines in the
darkness, rejection of this light makes
people wander around in darkness. This

avil aof ahortion 0 which modern man

ing-place-of the LORD: He dwells-in-His
tabernacie. The “shechinah,” “denotes
the visible majesty of the divine Presence,
especially in reference to God’s dwelling
between the cherubim on the mercy seat
in the tabernacie and the temple of
Solomon. . . . It is frequently used as a
periphrasis for God to indicate the
presence of God among His people.” The
Scripture passages on which the mean-
ing of this word is based . . . convey the
idea of a most brilliant and glorious light,
enveloped in a cloud, with usually only
the cloud visible, but in some instances,

of the people. However, in the last chap-
ters of his book we read that Ezekiel saw
areturn of God’s people out of captivit
a rebuilding of the temple and the retu
of the glory of the LORD. When God's
glory left, salvation left and ruin took its
place. With the return of the LORD's
glory, His favour, His blessing, His stead»?
fast loving care came back. .
Not only Ezekiel, also lsaiah prophw‘f
esied about the coming of the glory of the
LORD with its salvation. For instance in
chapter 40, we read about the coming
herald who would pave the way for the
LORD. And then “... the glory of the
LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together.” In chapter 60 we
read those well-known words: “Arise,
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plunges himself, very often leads to dark
despair. How can a mother kill her own
child and not feel guilty deep inside her
soul? How can a man go on and on with
the murder of infants and remain truly
human? Abortion is darkness and leads
to darkness.

Over against this black darkness of
the world that is instigated in hell by the
deceiver and murderer from the begin-
ning, we place in this article the glory and
light in Ephratha’s field shining around
the shepherds in the night in which Jesus,
the Son of God and Saviour of the world
was born. While the shepherds were
keeping watch over their flock in that dark
night, suddenly the glory of the Lord
shone around them.

God’s glory in the Old Testament

: What is that, the glory of the Lord?
~in the time before the birth of Christ,
God’s people used a word for the glory

~ of God which word we do not find in the

 Old Testament, as we do not find the
- words “triune” and “trinity”’ in the New
Testament either.

And like the word
riune’’ expresses so well the faith of the
n church, so that word for the
God expressed so clearly the
thxs glory. This word is

hmah” means literally “‘that

the glory itself becoming apparent,” (The
New Smith’s Bible Dictionary).

In glorious majesty, enveloped in a
cloud, the LORD appeared to His people
Israel on mount Sinai, when He made His
covenant with them. At the consecration
of the finished tabernacle, the glory of the
LORD filled it. The same happened when
King Solomon dedicated the temple to the
LORD. When Moses drew near to the
LORD and entered the cloud and later on
came back to the people, his face shone
brightly.

This glory of the LORD, or this glori-
ous divine Presence among His people
holds the promise of blessing, of help and
salvation, of mighty tender care and ef-
fective love, although this glorious maj-
esty of the LORD in the midst of His peo-
ple can also become a consuming fire,
namely, when people harden themselves
in rebellion against Him. in Isaiah 2 we
read, ““And men shall enter the caves of
the rocks and the holes of the ground,
from before the terror of the LORD, and
from the glory of His majesty, when He
rises to terrify the earth.”

Also the prophet Ezekiel speaks of
the glory of the LORD. It was terrible for
God’s people, when this glory of the
LORD, seen in a vision by the prophet as
dwelling above the cherubim wagon, left
the temple and the city of David and the
land of Israel because of the wickedness

shine; for your light has come, and the
glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but
the LORD will arise upon you, and His
glory will be seen upon you.”

One more aspect must have our at-
tention. The majestic brightness of God’s
glory appeared to Israel enveloped in a
cloud, both at mount Sinali, and in taber-
nacle and temple. Moses and Elijah were -
not allowed to behold Giod face to face
in His glorious majesty. The conclusion
of the apostie Paul is that God dwells in
an unapproachable light. No man, no sin-
ful man, can see God in all His glorious
light and live. :

We can conclude that the glory of the
LORD in the Old Testament is an indica-
tion of the LORD’s own “‘Personal” glo-
rious presence in the midst of His cove.
nant people for their well-being and
salvation.

God’s glory at Christ’s birth

When we now tum to the event of th
birth of Christ Jesus, and the glory of Ggo
revealed at that occasion, we first po
at the great contrast here. The birth
Lord Jesus was under very hum
cumstances. He was born in
because there was no place f
His mother and ‘father’” in
birth under such humble




ad no form or comeliness
< at Him, and no beauty
;desare Him. He was de-
acted by men. .. 7 (v
‘would conclude from this

 birth that here the great Son of
; the Messiah, also God's Son, was

- However if there ever has been a
reason 1o salute the birth of a prince, it
- was the birth of this great Prince of peace.
People, His people, had 1o know the great
‘work of redemption of Israel’'s God that
was started in this birth. They had 1o know
~who was born: the great Seed of the
woman. People had to know who this
Child was. But there was only one who
could tell. That was the LORD God Him-
self.
When God works His great redemp-

in accmdance Wfth k “apostle Paul writes that the beiieVers, fiv=

ing in the freedom of the Spirit of the Lord,
“with unveiled face, beholding the glory
of the Lord, are being changed into His
likeness, from one degree of glory to an-
other.” The glory that comes is aiready
present, although it is hidden from the
eyes of many.

Yet this present glory is visible for
those who have eyes to see. It is the glory
of the living Christ working through the
power of His Holy Spirit in those who
through faith are connected with Him as
the branches are with the vine. It is the
glory of a true redeemed Christian life for
the Lord and in love for the neighbour. It
is the glory of walking in the light of Christ
that shines through that Christian life.
Heavenly power breaks away the dark-
ness of unbelief, sin, and judgment.

it is our calling to let that light shine

. church and world, faith and unbelief.

its murder,
deceiving and lying.

The light of Chr
iour, does not shine in the
with which a pagan Chnstma,
orated, and with which the hou
adorned during these dark days
end of the year. That light shines into
darkness through a redeemed life of o
dient faith, in Jesus Christ as Lord an
Saviour.

Light, love, and life belong together
like darkness, hatred and rnurder or
death. And these oppose each other in
that enmity of the beginning between
woman and serpent, Christ and Satan,

May that light of Christ that protects
life in love shine forth in and from our
homes and lives to the honour of our
Saviour,

tive works, He adds His explaining pro-
phetic word, so that His people may un-
derstand what He is doing. That is what
we have also in Luke 2:6-14 (See Year-
end issue of Clarion, Vol. 22, 1973). in
vers 6 and 7 Luke describes the fact of
the birth of the Christ, while in vv. 8-14
he gives us God’s explanatory message
regarding this birth. This means that the
revelation of the glory of God 1o the
shepherds is part of that divine prophetic
explanation.

The only begotten Son of the Father,

- God the Son, took upon Himself the
nature of man. He came into the flesh to
dwell among His people and to redeem
them. Here it became true in all fulness:
immanuel, God is with us. It is that truth
which was expressed in the appearance
of the glory of God.

There are two aspects that make this
appearance of the glory of God at the oc-
casion of the birth of Christ even more
remarkable. The firstis that the text says
that the glory of God was not shinning
around the angels but around the shep-
herds. These herdsmen were in the mid-
dle of that glory. it appeared there to and
for them and it enveloped them. They
were taken up, so to speak, in the glory
of God. They dwelled in it. The second
aspect is that the glory of God was here
not hidden in a cloud, but shining around
them in great brightness. it made them
fear. They were frightened. But they were
not consumed. For the glory of God had
come with salvation and joy. These two
aspects underline that joy and full salva-
tion in God’s glorious presence.

However, around the shepherds the
glory of God was only for a few moments.
Then it disappeared again. But these

“short moments were a promise for the
coming and remaining glory of God in
which all those who loved the appearance
of the Lord will walk on a new earth in all
‘eterity. But itis not only for later on. The

in a dark world — in our dark world —
with its desecration of life, its rebellion,

J. GEERTSEMA

Then Moses went up on the
mountain, and the cloud
covered the mountain. The
glory of the LORD settled on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and on
the seventh day He called to
Moses out of the midst of the
cloud. Now the appearance of
the glory of the LORD was
like a devouring fire on the
top of the mountain in the
sight of the people of Israel.

Exodus 24:15-17



Christmas with

lorgentaler:

A celebration of life in a world of death

" Christmas — what is it?

What is Christmas all about? There
are those who say that it is all about gifts
and giving, about shopping and debt ac-

AR cumulation, about generosity and benev-
olence. This may be called the material-
istic perspective. There are others who
say that Christmas is really a social affair,
a time when we let bygones be bygones,
when old grudges and complainis are
drowned in a sea of liquor and in an at-
mosphere of backslapping frivolity.
Christmas dinner follows Christmas din-
ner, family gatherings become all the
rage, and wistful thoughts are exchanged
about why can the world not always be
like this, full of merriment and bliss, albeit
with the aid of liquids of endless variety.

© s this what Christmas is all about? |

| guess if you are traveling the road of
agnosticism and unbelief, it is. Neverthe-
less, such is not and can not be the Chris-
tian response. This is not to say that be-
lievers ignore the aspects of giving and
fellowship altogether; however, these as-
pects are tempered by the knowledge
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that these things are not the first and
primary things. Christmas is not predom-
inantly a materialistic or social event, it
is the remembrance and celebration of a
redemptive event. Then we look back

overthe centuries and werecall what God |

has done for His people and the cause
of their salvation. We recall the fact that
in the fuliness of time “‘God sent forth His
Son, born of woman, born under the law,
to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as
sons” {Gal. 4:4,5).

Christmas — a many-sided feast

Only now when we examine that re-
demptive event closely we discover that
there are many currents running through
it. The birth narratives of the Lord Jesus
reveal a Davidic emphasis (cf. Matt. 1:20;
Luke 1:27, 32, 69; 2:4). They also reveal
an emphasis upon the Holy Spirit (cf.
Matt. 1:18,20; Luke 1:15,35,41,67; 2:26,
27). Then too one can say that they have
in them a temple motif (cf. Luke 1.9,22;
2:27,37).
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Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. %
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For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, fAﬁ»’AJ

and thick darkness the peoples; (jﬂ( .

but the LORD will arise upon you, ¢S
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and His glory will be seen upon you. %)

And nations shall come to your light, <Y

and kings to the brightness of your rising. Z/u{")("'
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Christmas — a celebration of life

Amidst all of these motifs, and more
that we have not touched on, there isone
that we would like to draw your attention
to especially, and that has to dowithlifer—
human conception, fetal growth and in-
fant birth. The gospels relate the miracu-
lous conception and birth of John the
Baptist, and the even more miraculous
birth of the Saviour. The first birth comes
about because the Lord blesses the two
human agents, Zechariah and Elizabeth,
at an age when those kind of blessings
are no longer expected or deemed pos-
sible. It is reminiscent of Abraham and
Sarah. The second birth comes about in
a way that no man would ever deem pos-
sible or predictable, through the agency
of God’s Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary.
it has no paraliel anywhere.

Yet these narratives do more than
spotlight on miraculous conceptions, they
also touch on fetal existence. Elizabeth
feels the babe leap in her womb (Luke
1:41,44). In every way she and Mary
recognize the humanness of the off-
springs that they carnry in their wombs.
They are with child, with children whom
God has given and whom God will use for
the salvation of His people.

Finally, these gospel accounts cli-
max in the birth of new life. John is born
and there is great rejoicing in the house-
hold of Zechariah and Elizabeth. The
Lord Jesus is born and is greeted with the
rejoicing of the angels. Shepherds come
and go glorifying and praising God. Wise
men come o worship and to offer him
gifts. ;

Hence we can say that one of the
things that characterizes Christmasisa
celebration of life. Atthis time of yearwe
recollect the fact that the birth of God’s
Son constitutes the greatest birth ever.
MNever has the conception and birthof a
child had greater implications for Him and
for the world. For Him it would mean a
existence on this earth of humiliation ¢
recrimination, of suffering and
ultimately, of resurrection and glo
this world it would mean the fullest
ing of God’s salvation, cxf?
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is it thus 2 ny wonder that we speak
of Christmas 1984 as a “‘celebration of life

in a world of deaih”’? We are calied upon
to celebrate the greatest birth in all of
~history but we cannot escape the bitter
irony that all around us birth is denied
because of human intervention and

destruction.

Abortion as an attack upon God

Surely, such a development cannot
help but cali forth a number of reactions.
Among ali of God’s peopls it must create
a response of disgust and anger. With
God, it must provoke an even greater
displeasure. For if we stu dy the Word of
God then we are called upon 1o say a
number of basic things about human life.

a. Human life finds its ultimate origin in
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b. Human life finds its uniqueness in God
Connecied io the previous point is
also the fact that God tne Cm.a"mn when
He made man, made him unique. Man

does not belong to the animal kingdom.

He is not an advanced primate. God
made him with a body and a soul. God

breathed into him the breath of life. Go
made him to reflect His image and like-
ness. Man is special.

There are T many Christians who state
that one of the strongest arguments
against abortion is the fact that man is
made in the image of God. Hence, abor-
tion entalis the destruction of God’s |
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1984: Freedom

The year 1984 began with everyone
asking attention for the book 7984 writ-
ten by George Orwell and published in
1948, in which he describes life in the to-

talitarian state of Big Brother. In both the |

religious and the secular press, compar-
isons were made between today’s reali-
ty and the situation depicted in the book.
Our magazine did the same. While an in-
creasing number of nations suffer under
such totalitarian regimes, Canada and the
United States may still count themselves
among the nations of the ‘‘free” West.

| placed the word “free’”’ between
quotation marks, indicating that this
freedom of the Western world is not an
absolute freedom. One could call it a
political freedom. We do not have to

watch every word that we speak for fear

of being arrested by a secret police,
because we said something wrong re-
garding the government. There is in the
West still the freedom to state one’s opin-
ion. We are still free to worship our God
unhindered. We can still have our own
Reformed Christian schools. We are still
allowed to educate our youth at home, in
the church and at school in the truth and
according to the truth of God’s Word as
we confess it in the Three Forms of Uni-
ty. And our neighbour has the same, or
similar, freedom. We (must, should) ap-
preciate this the more when we see that
others in the world do not have it.

1984: Bondage

However, how free is our Western
world? Let us apply this word in a Biblical
way with its Biblical meaning. Scripture
teaches that freedom is the freedom that
God gives in Christ, a being freed from
the totalitarian slavery and oppression of
Satan and sin by the blood and power of
Christ, a being freed by the Spirit of Christ
Jesus to serve God the Creator according

_to His holy and revealed will. Then we see
_ how, aiso in our ‘‘free” Western coun-
_ tries, the lawlessness made itself strong-

r again during the past year. There was
ore revolutionary activity, more disobe-

e, more murders (e.g. of policemen),

more robberies and theft, more lying and
deceiving, more abortions, more di-
vorces, more official ecclesiastical ac-
ceptance of alternative ways of sexual ex-
pression besides the legal marriage be-
tween a man and his wife (The “"highest

—court”of the United Churchin Canada
condoned homosexuality). When the
church, which is called to be pillar and
bulwark of the truth, does not stand for
the truth of the Creator and Redeemer,
but becomes a false prophet, speaking
lies, speaking according to the taste of
those who refuse to love the truth, what
can we then expect but an intensifying of
the totalitarian oppression of the regime
of sin and Satan?

This regimen of sin showed itseif also
an an arrogant power of lawlessness in
much of the media playing their greedy
game with the evil passions of sinful men.
The same can be said about the enter-
tainment industry through which a num-
ber of more or less queer looking and act-
ing stars on the film and rock firmament
shine their poisonous light of lust and
violence or scream their hoarse and shrill
cries of an evil licentiousness that is
devoid of all grace and holiness and
peace which God grants in Jesus Christ,
and yet forces itself upon the minds and
lives of so many with its attractive
glamour and penetrating beat filling and
camouflaging their spiritual emptiness.

1984: Economy

At the same time the international
and national economies continued their
downward trend with inflation going
awfully high in a number of countries, and
the deficits growing out of proportion so
that the interest on borrowed moneys can
hardly be paid anymore. Unemployment
and poverty were the result for many.
Also during the past year poverty and
starvation intensified especially in coun-
tries in central Africa, partly as a result
of communist revolutions and terrorism,
that while grasping for power, lacks the
ability of a competent, constructive, wise,
concerned government.

in such a world of revolution, violent
terrorism, and immense personal suffer-

“pressing quilt of sinand from its ensiav-

ing, in such a world of humanistic licen-
tiousness and man-centered spiritual
apostacy, also the Canadian Reformed
Churches had their place and calling.
That calling was to be and show the light
of Jesus Christ who saves from the de-

ing power through His gospel, through
His blood and Spirit.

1984: Canadian Reformed
Church life

That gospel was preached from Sun-
day to Sunday. It was taught in the
Catechism class. Elders worked with it
when visiting families and single mem-
bers, on the regular and on special visits.
With this regular, constant preaching and
teaching of the Word of the Lord in the
churches, as well as by the churches, in
mission work abroad and at home, the re-
gime of sin, of lawiessness and unholi-
ness, of rebellion and licentiousness was
attacked. And although the Word of the
Lord met with rejection and hardening in
sin, being a savour unto death, it was also
a power unto life, bearing the fruits of faith
and obedience and holiness and love and
hope. With great thankfulness to the
LORD, we can look back and see His
upholding grace at work preserving and
building His churches also during the past
year. Over against a sliding away, there
was also faithful dedication and commit-
ment to the Lord of the church, even
though the economic situation was more
difficult than before.

Not one, but several congregations
were faced with reporis from treasurers
and commitiees showing that the budget
was not met on a monthly basis. In the
past, at the end of the year, there was
often a positive closing balance, and,
hopefully, that will be the same this year.
But some churches had to borrow money
in order to be able to make their contri-
butions to Mission, Theological College,
and other “works’’ of the churches.
shows that the economic problems of ou
society do not pass our churches
either. Yet, when under such cin
stances budgets are met and as
contributions given so that i




k of the churches can continue, we
_ are grateful for the encouragement we
~ receive thereby.

That gratefulness is there also when
the reading of church bulletins makes us
aware of a maintained study activity in the

—congregations. Certainly, all involved, |

wish that there was more intense partici-
pation. But the study of the Word of the
LORD, of the confession of the church,
and of all sorts of matters and aspects of
a Christian life continued to have an im-
portant place in the life of the churches.
Here we may include study and practical
activity in the political area. It appears that
there is still a growing awareness of the
political responsibility among our church
members.

1984: Coliege

The year 1984 was also an important
year in the history of the Theological Col-
lege at Hamilton. Five students conclud-
ed their studies in an official graduation
ceremony in the twelfth Convocation and
fifteenth College Evening on September
7. At the same occasion the College, and
thereby the churches, received the fourth
full-time professor in the person of Dr. K.
Deddens. He began his work as professor
of Diaconiology with an inaugural address

“about “The function of the reader and the
reading of Scripture in public worship.”
So far | have not heard or read of any con-
gregation that made steps to reinstall
such a reader. But it might be too early
for such a positive reaction.

A third event of great importance for
the College was the decision of the Board
of Governors, based on considerations of
the Synods of Coaldale 1977, Smithville,
1980 and Cloverdale, 1983, to purchase
a new building. If became the educational

~ building of the Chedoke Presbyterian
Church in Hamilton, “upon the moun-
~ tain.” The old building was quickly sold.
- The moving will probably take place in the
middie of the coming year. It will be a
move to considerably more space.

84: Calls
m the College to the mat-

G. Nederveen its own minister after a five |

can begin with stating that

the “‘delivery” of five candidates meant
the filling of five vacancies, with the result
that not many churches are left vacant.
in our review we follow the list of the
churches as they appear in the Yearbook.
The Church at Brampton received in Rev.

year vacancy. It was in February. In the
beginning of the preceeding month Rev.
J. Mulder began his work as pastor and
teacher in the Rehoboth Church of Bur-
lington West. The Church at Toronto
called Rev. R. Gleason of Rijswijk, The
Netherlands. He accepted this call and
hopes to arrive in the beginning of 1985.
Then all the churches in Classis Ontario-
North will have their own minister.

The Church at Hamilton first called
Candidate A.J.T. van der Scheer of
Beetsterzwaag, The Netherlands, who
declined, and later on Candidate D.G.J.
Agema, who accepted this call to the mis-
sion work in northeastern Brazil. The
Church at Lincoln calied Rev. R. Aasman
(twice), candidate J. Moesker and Can-
didate W. den Hollander, but was disap-
pointed each time. Candidate Moesker
accepted the call to the Church at Lon-
don. The Church at Smithville decided to
remain one congregation but to split into
two wards with each its own minister. This
created a new vacancy. First Candidate
den Hollander was called and later on,
candidate C. Bosch. The latter accepted
the call. The Church at Watford called
and received Candidate M. VanLuik as its
minister. With the exception of the
Church at Lincoln, also all the churches
in Classis Ontario South have again their
own pastor and teacher.

In this respect, the only change in
Classis Alberta-Manitoba took place in
the Church at Winnipeg. Rev. B.J.
Berends left and Candidate W. den Hol-
lander took his place. Rev. Berends went
to the Church at Smithers. This leaves
Classis Alberta-Manitoba with one vacant
church, the Church at Calgary, while in
Classis Pacific the house congregation in
the Okanagan Valley, being under the
supervision and discipline of the consis-
tory of the Church at Chilliwack, would not
mind either to receive an own minister in
the future. it must also be mentioned here

that in September of this year the Church
at Abbotsford started with organizing wor-
ship services in the Lynden area, Wash-
ington State, USA “Lynden” is oniisway
to institution and, thereby, to becoming
the second American Reformed Church.
This is a gladdening development. .

1984: Contact

Actual contact with other churches
was in the first place the representation
of our churches at the General Synod of
Heemse by our delegate, Rev. J. Vis-
scher. Classis Pacific of May dealt with
an invitation of the Presbytery of the
northwest of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church to send a delegate to their
meeting. This invitation was received too
late. Classis Alberta-Manitoba of October
dealt with a similar invitation of the Frater-
nal Relations Committee of the Presby-
tery of the Dakotas. The reactions to
these invitations for contact on a classi-
cal-presbytery level were possitive.

The contact of classical meetings in
Ontario South was of a different charac-
ter. Here was the request for help and
support of two local congregations that
had separated from the Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church. That was in the first
place the Tri-County Reformed Church at
Laurel, MD, and, in the second place, the
Reformation Church in Blue Bell, PA.
Both congregations separated from the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church in connec-
tion with objections regarding the open
Lord’s Supper table. More was involved,
but this appears to be the main issue.
No definitive decisions have been made
as yet.

Classical mestings in Ontario South
also continued to deal with the proposal
of the Church at Grand Rapids that a
“minister at large” be called for contact
with Reformed Christians and churches
in the USA. A task description for such
a minister was not finalized yet. And s
far, also on this point no definitive de
sions have been made. The Onts
South June Classis had on its tabi
the request that a "'vacation chu
organized in Palmetto, Florid
church members who sp




‘months in that area when Ontario is hit
by the cold winter weather. The Classis

placed this on the shoulders of the
Church at Grand Rapids, where it was put
before

‘é%@: Mission

it is "'r@aav mentioned that Candi-
ema accepied the Vai' of
Hami %a,m M the mission
they 1 «u'—:}? have
d and ministers
Hami!mﬁ became »eﬂdv
ing churfh a s:m five ye ago. it will
nean_more manpower in the Brazilian
’ée%d under the blessing of the Lord.
First it looked as if the sending
Church in Surrey had to see a mission-
ary to %ake the place of Rev. R.F. Boer-
sema. When he and Rev. @V Meijer vis-
ited the sending church in Ociober, the
situation cha,,gefﬁ Rev. Boersema was
given periods for further missiological
studies and he continued his agreement
with the Chs,;rf*h at Surrey. Another topic
of discussion wi h H*e missionaries was
the expansion of the mission work. Cer-
tain aspects of t~ so-called Nevius
method of doing mission were adopted,
which means that efforts will be made to
get more active involvement of converts
in the work on the mission field.
in 1=‘hf: hegirmw of the year the con-

Sr

gregation at S8o José, the mission post
of Rev. Boer: qema y Christian school was
set up with kindergarten and the grades

one to féur. The cu»a stio mﬁdw,zgssd
what could be done %‘Q »@%*eng*ﬂm this
Christian school educatio 3% m,m the
possibility to send out a |
teacher? Orisathird s

aSSfJ ?eaf‘nmg x:a b"

was thankfu ‘mfm Maragogi —
and in José aswellas inthe s <: ndin
Cmmn mm:i the supporting chu,«:h@s ,n
Canada when the firs profession
of faith took place in this mission post of
Rev. Meijer. It appears that more will
follow.

The mission work on Irian Jaya by
Rev. H. Versteeg and br. A.
continued under the blessing of the
LCORD. There was again unceriainty re-
garding future regulations and restrictions
coming from the Indonesian government.
But so far i!‘;e work went on.

o Mission work at mr% was done as
well. Besides the work of Home Mission
Committess in w%ﬁay and Vacation Bi-
ble school activities and radio broad-

o

m

o]
bed

Vegter also |

sting, the work in Smithe
*w:ﬁ wg intensified.

A feat was that the mission churches
decided to combine their Mission News
Buitetins in one Mission News magazine.
Now the membership can read in one
m.,igaz_ ne what is happening on all tﬂw
mission fields. Hopefully this combinatio
will be a lasting one. Clarion gave repﬁrts
from i‘ 'rs Canadian Reformed World Re-

Conclusion
These m,e re some of the ‘i"maa
happened or were done in the life fs’f

churches in h idst of & darkening
threatening world. By far not all has bee
mentioned. With 0 easp»ﬁm liketoco
clude this year review. This is that invis-
ible life of the chuy h b her Lord, that
hidden life of th e chi %cf@ﬁ of God with
2‘9

e mi
rid.

[
[ » . :
lief Fund, with its work of charity in Korea, l;;ielfkrathe. in heaven, ‘in praver. In
thanksgiving an ayer there was the:
Indi a and on the African continent, and v:ﬁ;:? g%?% ;iﬂ éfz_,, hii) g;?? ?{ -
its support for the helping hand given to | >0 299 © fait va *V ?ai{ He
people in Bangladesh by Peter and keep us and our chil @‘: n faithful to Him =
Geraldine Ysselstein ’ and His service; there was the cry to Him
The aamwmwm have o cope | 17, Nelp. for strength, JOf,yx;s,qcy and
with certain difficulties, certain handicaps, | 9U/dance. in the problems, the hardships,
was there also for H%p within_ our | € ~uﬁ»:‘mgs the Weﬁizom the physical
churches. It is becoming a tradition in Qn« and spiritual needs. i was a prayer for the
tario to organize a summer camp for the own personal n@ed& for *he needs in our

o

mentally and physically hamjn,ag:p%

the Fraser Valley a milesione 8::
reached with the building of M;:m ah

Manor,” the Rest Home for the older
brothers and sisters. The official opening 2
took place on October 27.

families, and for the needs in the church-
s and the church universal as gatherad
over the world. May that thankful, hum-

e prayer for cmi.meﬁ faithfulness carry
s also into and through the new year
985.

J. GEERTSEMA
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his is an abridged version of a speech
held for the Young Peoples’ Societies of

- Ontario League Day, heid on Saturday,
Qctober 20, 1984, in Hamilton, ON.

One of the most significant trends in
 both church and society today is the rap-
idly changing role of women, both in their
- ogeupations and their position in the
home. it is a trend that has been accom-
panied with a good deal of discussion and
literature. In the recent federal election
“women’s issues’’ became a separate
~matter of debate and many churches now
grapple with the role of women in public
worship. Discussions concerning voling
rights for women in our churches have led
~totwo markedly different repods, both of
~which deal extensively with the place and
position of the woman in church and so-
ciety. In our sister-churches in The Neth-
erlands, the matier has alsc been discus-
sed for several years. As it stands we are
one of the few churches that do not allow
women voting, let alone women in office.
General opinicn is directed against this
stand more and more, particularly be-
cause of the influence of the feminisi
movement.
Now this speech is not meant to be
a thorough discussion of all aspects or
issues involved in the position and place
of women today. Let me simply use this
opportunity to make some remarks on the
subject. We do so under the theme “Eve
to Esther” — not to stay in the realm of
the Old Testament, but to consider and
typify what has become a growing con-
g rast today: the contrast between the
woman as mother {Evs) and as the
oman in the world (Esther). Some would
an speak here of a conflict, the inevit-
able choice that every woman must make
jeen a family and a career. What is
roach fo this kind of dilemma?
1 touching on some aspects of to-
n regarding the place of
ety and church, we will look
5, and then draw some
ourselves for today par-
to young people

From Eve to Esther

The situation today

There’'s no doubt that the place of
women in society and church has

“changed dramatically in the last century,

and the momentum of change has not
been slowing down. All aspects of soci-
ety are affected, and changes have been
particularly noticeable in the business
world, where women increasingly occupy
positions of management and authority.
Families have become fewer and smaller,
s0 that the large family is an exception
to the rule. More and more women work
pari-time, or work in laier years of
marriage.

Much of the impetus for change in
the role of women comes from the fem-
inist movement which seeks o give wom-
en greater influence in society and break
down what it calls the patriarchal struc-
ture of our society. The image of father
as leader and head belongs 1o the myth-
ology of the past; new images must be
created reflecting more versatile roles of
men and women, and complete equality
between the sexes. For the most part,
women can do the same jobs as men,
and thersfore should receive equal pay
for equal worlk.

The feminisi movement has also
deeply penstrated the world of religion,

Some remarks on woman and her place
in church and society

as the best example of male-dominated
religion, because of its exclusion of
women from the priesthood. From a theo-

| lagicaﬂ,,point,of,,viewrhawever,,,,thischarge

is inaccuraie, since, under the growing in-
fluence of mariology, Romanist theology
has more ferninist leanings than many
other groups.

However, Protestant circles have far
surpassed the church of Rome in putiing
women in office. Most of the “main-
stream’” churches have both women el-
ders and ministers, not to mention women
deacons. The Christian Reformed Church
decided in its most recent synod to open
the office of deacon to women, although
in a somewhat altered form. There is con-

“siderable pressure o give women greater

roles in liturgy and public worship, and
our churches cannot remain unaffected
under this pressure.

Woman in creation

Theretore, we ought to be aware of
what the Word of God teaches concern-
ing the place and position of the woman.
One can find considerable literature on
this topic even in our circles, so we will
try 1o be brief. First of all, wornan is ob-
viously created in God's image alongside
the man, and given to him to be a help

“The feminist movement has also deeply penetrated
the world of religion, where we find — alongside every
other kind of ‘theology’ — a radical feminist theology
which has a whole new approach to the Bible.”

where we find — alongside every other
kind of “theology” — a radical feminist
theology which has a whole new ap-
proach to the Bible. It sees the Bible as
a collection of myths invented to defend
the arbitrary rule of men over women, and
the whole Christian religion as the main
culprit in both the organization and per-
petuation of the patriachal society. Many
poirt in particular to the Roman Church

meet for him, Gen. 2:18H. The woman
stood in subjection to the man, but it was
“avery liberal and gentle subjection,” as
Calvin calied it, particularly in the light of
what followed. The marriage re!ationshiﬁ
was not one of master and slave, but of
head and body, of one who leads and xme
who follows, one who directs =
who shows submission —allin t
work of mutual love and respec




the beautiful “wedding
v who, on receiving his
{ his joy and thankfuiness,
xpression to the attraction and
feels for his newfound com-
21

the 1
1, Gen 2:18ff.

?k‘&%& fall and its effecis

. The Seriptural account of the fall
- shows how this beautiful relationship of
harmony was shatiered with the rebellion
against the LORD as Creator. Rather
than hold 1o her place of submission, the
wornan took a leading role, and in sub-
sequent league with Adam caused disor-
der to manifest itself in all creation. The
man sacrificed his position as head, and
rather than acting as lord of creation, fol-
lowed — along with his wife — the lowest
of creatures, the serpent.

When the LORD then comes to
make His inguiries and administer His
punishments according to the covenant,
He seeks to maintain some order in the
chaos of the fall. His words of punishment
uphold and complement the norms of the
beginning, and seek to maintain the bond
of marriage in the context of the altered
situation. The woman had reached
“higher”’; now she is, in effect, put lower,
and placed in a position of stronger
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dependence upon the man. Her subjec-
fion is now more servile, accompanied
with hardship and toil. Her childbearing
is subject to pain and sorrow; birth an
life is directly tied to suffering and death.
Her husband experiences a similar demo-
tion with respect to all creation. He may
still rule, but the real lustre is gone. The
creation exhibits new and threatening
powers over him, and he no longer re-
flects the image of his Maker.

These effects of sin are seen
throughout the Old Testament. Several
elements point to the “lower’’ position of
women after the fall. First, one finds more
emphasis placed on having children than
on marriage itself. The messianic promise
1as a twofold effect, accentuating mother-
wod and raising hopes and expectations.
Rachel loved her husband, but demand-

g

“ed children, Gen. 30:1; Hannah, too,”

greatly desired a son, | Sam. 1:8. Second,
polygamy was generally practiced in Old
Testament times, particularly among the
kings and royai houses. Divorce was tol-
erated because of sin, and in marriage
the woman was regarded as the posses-
sion of the man, an extention of his pro-
perty. Leverite marriage could be rejected
by the man, but not by the woman, Deut.
25:5ff. Hard punishments were set for in-
fidelity on the part of a woman, with fewer
references to the man. And here we can
also think of the sad episodes we read of
in Scripture, the envy between Leah and
Rachel, Tamar seeking her covenantal
rights, Genesis 38, the rape of Tamar by
Amnon, Il S8am. 13, and so on.

in all this, however, one ought not to
lose sight of the first rays of marriage
restoration already present in nuce in the
Old Testament covenant line. Believing
women enjoyed happy marriages in the
Old Testament, and their position was
much higher vis & vis, their heathen
counterparts.? And throughout the history
of revelation we see the continual triumph
of the promise over sin, the triumph of
grace and reconciliation.

The covenental line is perhaps bes
illustrated by a brief look at Esther, the
Jewish queen in the reign of Ahasuerus.
She appears as a person who got what
she wanted, and may be the envy of
many young girls today. Indeed, some
haif her as a kind of saviour, or “media-
trix’” of the Jewish people — she exhib-

ited courage and conviction despite all
the wealth and temptation that sur-

rounded her. And she was the instrument
of the LORD. Yet with all her splendor
and prominence, something seems to be
missing. She is used to preserve the
promise — not to fuifil it. She is all
“career,” but lacks what Eve had, and
what we keep waiting for even after the
book of Esther — the birth of a son — the
Son!

indeed, the ling f
only makes it clear who is
who ‘we are waiting for ..
“favoured one’, who was chose
LORD to be the mother of our
Esther had much, vet a veil of dark
lies over her and her time. Mary ha
more; with the birth of her Son, the fight
comes up again! o

— To be continued
J. DEJONG

must differ from the interpretation of Genesis -
ven in the most recent Report'on Wamen's

of G
dilernma, since the punis

od, but part of the curse of sin.” This is a false
ment only acceniuates the
ordinance and res inder new conditions. Fur-
ther,-the reading followed by the Repert represenis.
an exegelical twist that clearly alters both the sense
and ng of the verse. Even if one wishes to argue
on the basis of the supposed paratliels such as Gen.

4:7 { Canticles 7:10 that the object of the verb
“desire”” belongs to the second clause, the object of

re” in both the first and second part of the
sentence is still “her husband” -— and in no way does
the sense admit of the addition ““to rule.” Besiies,
there are dogmatical considerations against this
reading. Does the LORD add fuel fo her sin, only fo
give the man that much more reason o beat and sub-
jugate her into submission? Any thoughtful consid-
eration of the passage rules cut this conclusion. The
LORD curbs (rather than fuels} the power of sin.
The staiement of Synod that there is “‘uncertain-

ty as to the explanation of this text” does not do
anything to help-matte cts p.107. if there is-so. -

much uncertainty, then atleast it ought to be spelled
out.
2L et me again add some critical remarks on the most
recent Report on Women's Voling Rights, Acts of
Synod (1983}, p. 391. In commenting on the passage
| Pet. 3:1-B, Abraham is presented as one who —
wrongfully, we may assume — ireated his wife as part
of his property, later selfishly abandoned her fo
Pharoah’s harem, making her both a liar and a de-
filed woman, a mistreated slave in Abraham’s hand.
All this is considered "‘normal’” for Abraham, so that
Sarah’s marriage is a life of “terrifying suffering” and
“injustice.”” Abraham’s ignorance in this regard is af-
iributed to the fact that he knew the Word of God
“only in an initial stage.”
The image presented of Abraham, our forefather

in faith, markedly deviates here, not only from the ac-
tual Scriptural accounts, but also from all the New
ment references to Abraham that in all itis a
mystary to me how such notions can be put forward
as plausible explanations of Scripture. As a maiter
of fact, women were generailly regarded as an exten-
sion of the domain of the husbhand in the Cid Testa-
ment, {cf. the tenth commandment), and nothing
would indicate that Abraham is either different or
wrong here. Furthermore, Gen. 20:18 indicates that
Abraham did not really lie, or force his wife to do sa.

: no proof that Sarah was mistreated or mo-
n any way by either Pharach or Abimeiech —

in fact, points to the opposite conglusion. The
LORD prevented this from happening! Also, the text
of | Pet. 3:1-8 is not meant to make a laughingsiock
of Abrahar, or put him in the category of the “un
believing husbands.” Here Sarah is held up 1o be
both exampie and mother to believing woman, |
as Abraham is so often held up 10 be the ex
of faith and loyalty to believing men, cf. Rom
Galatians 3, Hebrews 11, James 2.

| can only conclude that the Report re

a serious misreading of Scripture whi
serise of the passage, and can |
| astray. ‘ -
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A Christmas

(A free rendition of "Daar is uit

Sf}{% s Wereld's duistre Wolken. . . )
- Sf A light from heav'n now has ascended
‘»y\@{{ Out of the world's beclouded night.
o The reign of death and doom has ended . . .
. Sj"\/} O nations, hail that Star so bright.
: 53';12 Rejoice, my soul, for it shall banish
Y2 The shadows of our guilt and sin.
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Despair and anguish now will vanish,
The dawn of grace it ushers in.

Rejoice! A child is born to save us.
The promised Saviour, Prince of peace

Will break the bonds that did enslave us . . .

From death and sin He'll win release.
The Sun of righteousness now risen

Has come with healing in it's wings.
The captives are released from prison,
The Lamb of God salvation brings.

Redeemer, King, to us revealing,
Thy Father’s love and peace on earth.
May sinners, in repentance kneeling,
Extol with us Messiah's birth.
The God of love and grace unbounded,
He has prepared for Thee a throne
That is on right and justice founded.
To Him eternal praise we own.

by W. vanderKamp
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ndicapped,

ned for this pur-

the distances involved
i ch a project impractical.
ume that in The Netherlands,
less distance and more people, there
~are indeed greater possibilities in this

- respect. Nevertheless, despite all under-
- standing of the practical difficulties in our
- provinee, | found it deplarable that a pro-
ject on a larger scale could not be
achieved.

If the handicapped, as we saw, fully
belong to the church, they have the right
to be accepted in the church. Their handi-
.. cap.— especially in severe cases — will
always leave them in a certain isolation,
and communication with them will there-
fore remain limited, but the congregation
should be open to such members, and
they should be made to feel at home in
the church. One of the prime means 1o
show this, is to invite these brothers and
sisters into your home, e.g. on a Sunday
between services, for this not only gives
some relief to the parents or relatives of
such members, it also helps to widen the
horizon of the handicapped persons.
It is remarkable how warmly and en-
“thusiastically most handicapped react to
those who have shown them some in-
terest and affection. They feef that such
people care for them, and they generally
react to this in a visible and audible
fashion. They repay kindness with kind-
ness! This acceptation means that many
will have to overcome their fear of the
handicapped members, or in some in-
stances their distaste of the handicap
itself. Sometimes parents and relatives of
handicapped members complain thal
other families in the congregation give
such little attention to the handicapped,
but often it is a matter of fear, especially
of having to cope with the unknown and
the unexpected. This fear can only be
overcome by taking the first step, and
then in practice one is often pleasantly
surprised.

Special services?

Another guestion is whether we
‘should organize special, “adapted’” wor-
ship services for the handicapped. This
is being done in some places where many
handicapped live, e.g. there where a
home for the handicapped has been es-
‘taplished. Although | can understand this
_striving to offer the handicapped a service

_adapted to their abilities, | do feel that by
ing such separate services — es-
ially when done on a regular basis —

we again segregate and isolate these
members from the others. Besides, we
then destroy something essential and
beautiful: the unity of believers as it is
seen in communal worship. | would rather
see this development that all our worship
services are, as much as is possible,
made accessible to the handicapped. And
then we should be aware that these

handicapped often take more home than-

we sometimes think. Their simplicity
becomes advantageous in this surround-
ing. They sing the psalms which they
have learned with greater enthusiasm
than some other members. It is remark-
able how mentally handicapped react joy-
fully to music and singing and generally
are quite able to learn psalms. They are
often less forgetful of other sick in the
congregation, and are quite aware of it
when others are remembered in congre-
gational prayer. They may not understand
as much of the sermon as the others, but
here, too, one often stands amazed. And
finally, the blessing received in worship
is not dependant on our gifts but on God’s
grace, and the handicapped receive this
blessing no less than the other members.
So instead of organizing adapted ser-
vices, | would rather see these members
integrated in the regular services, where
they belong.

Ancther question arises: whether the
mentally handicapped should be permit-
ted (required) to attend the Lord’s Sup-
per. | agree with those (e.g. Prof. Dr. J.
Douma) who have said that we cannot
here make a general rule; the matter must
be decided in every individual case. To
attend the table of the Lord, we need a

certain knowlfedge of what the Lord’s
Supper means and we are o be able to
meet the requirements of self-examina-
tion, as prescribed in the Form for the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. But this
knowledge is not a matter of quantity but
of quality. Then you will find: the one
handicapped person can and does come
to profession of faith, while another
realistically cannot. To determine this,
adapted catechetical instruction is useful
and important, for it is only through reg-
ular catechetical instruction that a person
can learn and that the consistory can
judge whether profession is possible. Not
everyone is able to do this work, not every
minister either, and here we have per-
haps been lacking. | would plead for a
simple course, at regular intervals, with
instruction units of 20-30 minutes, with
emphasis on Psalms, Bible knowledge
and some elementary doctrines, a course
in which much use is made of study aids.
Often it will have to be — at least in part
— on a one to one basis. | hope that
someday a qualified person will set up
such a course which could find broader
application.

Whenever a home for the handi-
capped is established, this project of reg-
ular instruction will receive more atten-
tion, I'm sure, by the staff or such a home
and by the church in whose area this
home is established. Then more concen-
trated effort is required and will also
result. Such was the experience in The
Netherlands, and such will also be the
case here, | balieve. L

We must in these questions re
ber that there is a difference be




e Lord’s Supper.
embers g sign of their

s church of Christ. The
for those who have ar-

nembers, it would be wrong to say, on
e one hand, they have the right to the
- Lord's Supper despite their handicap, but
that they can never be disciplined, on the
other hand, bacause of their handica
They must be able to understand and
“heed the instruction and discipline of the
church.

The fact that the handicapped be-
long to the congregation, entities them to
regular and suitable pastoral care, on
homevisits and other necessary visits

Th et
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y-should not be left out, and we
all aware that this can easily happen.
There have been home visits where a par-
ticipating handicapped member was not
even addressed, and understandably, the
parents were quite upset. Officebearers
must realize that the handicapped, too,
need to be instructed, comforted and ad-
monished, just as the other members.

All the above remarks are only ex-
ploratory and provisional. | am grateful
that our Canadian Reformed Society for
the Handicapped has made and is mak-
ing progress. The “‘summer camps’’
{Camp Boo) are a growing success. The
pians to establish a home are taking form,
and an attempt is being made to pur-
chase suitable property. Foster parents
are being sought for such a home. This
is important so that whenever their own
arents and relatives can no longer care
r them, our handicapped brothers and
isters have a Christian home in which to
rve the Lord.

But we must be careful thal we do
not segregate these members in camps
or homes. They belong in the church, and
all the churches must know, ““What you
have done to the least of these, you have
done to Me.”” To be handicapped is a trial.
To have handicapped children is a trial.
But our trials, when received and ex-
perienced as from the loving hand of the
Father, become blessings. What a bless-
ing that our handicapped brothers and
sisters belong to the covenant of grace
and in the church of Christ! What a bless-
ing that the Lord gives us in these
brothers and sisters such simple faith and
childlike enthusiasm. So the handicapped
in the congregation can be — when prop-

- erly received in Christian love and care
a source of joy. Especially since we
y go with them, all of us together, to
estoration and perfection of our

‘home, the New Jerusalem
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In this special Christmas and New
Years issue of our Canadian Ref i
Magazine Clarion we wish to report on th
progress made this vear. Firstly we con-
gratulate the brotherhood in Langiey, BC

-onthe completion-of-their Best- Home. We- |

wish you God’s blessing on all your ef-
. May the Rest Home soon be filled.
As our readers will know the Villa, lo-
cated next to the Cornerstone Canadian
Reformed Church of Hamilion on Stone
Church Road East, is owned and oper-
ated by the Canadian Reformed Society
for a Home for the Aged Inc., which is a
non profit organization and recognized as
a charitable institution. The Villa contains
30 completely self-contained apartment
units. Each unitis equipped with an emer-
gency nurse call system, which is 24
hours monitored. All the church services
of the Cornerstone Church can be lis-
tened to in the apartments via a builtin
sound system. Every Sunday evening
there is a Dutch service held. A special
“thank you” to the Professors Deddens,
Faber and Selles who are our regular
guest ministers in the Dutch services.

All units are occupied and we have a
growing waiting list for accommodation.
he building is situated on a beautifully
andscaped 2 acre property. We recom-
mend to our senior brothers and sisters to
apply for accommodation now and to reg-
ister on the waiting list. it does not obli-
gate you, but you do get an cpportunity
to consider to move in when a unit be-
comes vacant. Please write us for an ap-
plication.

The lounge or coffee room, library
and craftsroom are extensively used by
the residents. This spring and summer
many made use of the garden plots which
will be enlarged for use in 1985 to grow
vegetables and flowers.

The Board which is responsible for
the overall operation of the Villa, receives
much dedicated assistance from the Care
Commitiee. This group of sis
help and care when needed by any of
residents in the Villa. As well they organ-
ize entertainment events and educational
trips. We are very thankful for these vol-
unteer services. Recently they applied for

p-g

er Villa

o

{intario

a grant from New Horizons (a Federal As-
stance Agency) for woodworking and

rafts supplies and kitchen utensils,

Earlier this year the Board was success-

fulin receiving property tax exempt status
£
i

etits all residents through the rent
structure. A good number of them receive
rent subsidy which our adiministrator ar-
ranges and prepares on a personal basis.

The Board together with a delegation
of the Care Commitiee has begun a dis-
cussion on planning for extended care
with the ultimate goal of a Nursing Home.
We fully realize that this is a complicated
matter, with very strict regulations and
costly. We may have to finance it our-
selves initially. Further meetings are now
planned on a provincial and federal level.
Above all we pray that the Lord may bless
also these endeavours and that He granis
us wisdom in dealing with this project to
the glory of His Name. Anyone who is in
a position to serve us with input and ad-
vice on this project is kindly urged 1o con-
tact us.

Above we touched on the finances.
Our society receives support from some
100 members. Our treasurer at the last
held meeting reporied that quiie a few
had not yet paid their membership this
year. We are most anxious that our-soci-
ety membership be maintained at as high
a level as possibie. The annual fee is
$100.00. We express our earnest desire
to retain all members in good standing
and solicit inquiries for new members.
Rest assured we appreciate your interest
and support of our efforts for the well
being of our elderly brothers and sigters.
Qur mailing address is: PO Box 6032,
Station ‘F’, Hamilton, ON L9C 582, .

Finally the residents of Ebenezer
Villa, together with the Board and Care
Commitiee, wish you avery happy Chrisi
mas and the Lord’s blessing for the yea
of our Lord 1985.

Prettige Kerstdagen en veel heil
zegen voor het Nieuwe Jaar.

A.L. (TONY) VANDERHOU



chools form the battleground for so-
es. The definition of excellence
y coincides with a certain crisis
penod When the Soviet Union launched
t satellite in 1857, North America
was caught off-guard. Something had
_gone wrong; the educational system
semed-to-be out-of touch with reatity.
The pursuit of excellence was immediate-
ly translated into tougher standards as far

Excellence in education — 1 985

as Mathematics and Science were con-
cerned. The academic world had gone
soft — a new and tough edge was
needed. During the 1970’s, this emphasis
had worn off. Teachers were considered
facilitators. Education was 10 be “ap-
preciated”” without many rigid demands.

There is a certain parattelism be-
tween the 1950’s and the 1980’s. The em-
phasis has returned to rigidity and stand-

With His guidance, may we continue to:

— educate for Christian living
— complement the
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instruction at home
— meet the challenge
of our time

ards. Technology (especially Japanese)
is again held in high esieem. A recent
survey concerning public priorities in
education, pointed out the following.

a. Discipline has become the number
one priority. Principals are told to run a
tighter ship and teachers are urged not
io coddle their students.

b. “Back to the Basics” is again a
popular slogan. (Too many high school
graduates can’t spell and read properly,
while test and examination resulis were
at best, mediocre)

c. Better teachers are demanded.
Teachers are asked to take charge and
rely less on student initiative and a vague
curriculum.

d. Schools must take technological
advances more seriously.

As a result, an edge of toughness
has been equated with excellence. A gen-

eral sloppiness in speech and thought, an
aimlessness of middle class views and a
reaction against many contemporary
issues, have created a new educational
militancy.

Actually, the term “‘excelience” by
itself, is an empty phrase. It tends fo
disguise issues in the midst of social con-
cerns. A neutral educational system can-
not define it on the basis of a fixed world
and life view. This does not mean that our
schools may boast about their education-
al standards. Updating, improving and
redefining, remain important considera-
tions for Canadian Reformed education.
Some things we do in school, definitely
need restructuring! Thankfully however,
the pendulum-swinging of the public
school system, has not taken place
among us. The basic meaning of excel-
lence is solidly entrenched. May this be
accompanied by growth and nurture, in
1985. A new year is at hand. The Lord has
richly blessed us. With His guidance, may
we continue to:

- educate for Christian living ,

— complement the instruction at ho e

— meet the challenge of our time
A blessed new year o e\(

NICK VANﬁ?



Did it ever happen to you that you came to the conclusion
. that writing to your parents or children every week was not any

__harder than writing to them every month? When you write every
week, you will be able to fill a letter with all sorts of small and

. seemingly insignificant things which, nevertheless, keep the

- other part of the family informed about the weal and woe of
every day life. You have a letter completed in no time flat. But
if you walit till @ month has passed by and then think that you
will have sufficient material for a long, long letter, you soon
discover that you were gloriously mistaken: it becomes harder
and harder to compose a decent-size epistle. When, during the

— —firstnine years of our being here-in Canada, we wrote to our

parenis every week, this caused no difficulties. When, after
that, we mutually agreed upon an exchange of letters every
other week, we sometimes had to ask ourselves, “What shall
I write about now?”’

You realize aiready what | am going to say now: it is not
any easier to write a news mediey now than it would have been
if | had not skipped a few times. | could think up all sorts of real
or imagined reasons for not writing one, but this does not help
you at all. What helps you is only this, that you see one right
before your eyes. | can visualize already the smiles of my faith-
ful readers: ““Ah, he is back, good!”” Rest your soul, | am not
becoming proud in my old age, only grateful for the many in-
quiries that | get, some expressing even the fear that | had been
fired from this job. Nothing is farther from the fruth.

Let us get on with the news.

The nation’s capital is in the news nowadays, especially
because of a seemingly changed attitude towards the taxpayers
as taxpayers. Since people seem {o make it a sport to evade
taxes and to try to cheat on their obligations towards the nation
also in financial respect, the government will have to get tough.
Many voices are raised calling it a shame and a deviation from
election promises that people will be hired to seek out cheaters
that defraud the unemployment insurance fund (read: the Ca-
nadian people that are working). It is apparently allowable to try
cheating as much as one is able to, but clamour is heard when
serious efforts are made to catch the cheaters. | hope that the
ones who are in authority over us will fulfil the duties of their
office and calling faithfully and without letting themselves be
swayed by those with the loudest mouths.

However, we were not going to talk about what’s going on
in the nation’s capital city in political respect, but our atiention
is drawn to the church there. | am happy that | see every time
in the Ottawa bulletin that some new members could be wel-
comed, either because they were born or because they moved
in from elsewhere. For several years the number of baptisms in
Ottawa was minimal; now there are several younger families
and thus it happens more often that a baby is born and bap-
tism is administered.

it was also very encouraging to read, “The consistory dis-
cussed at length the possibility of purchasing a property. It is
felt that at some point the congregation should be heard about
- this.” Of course, | did not expect that the consistory would
_ make a decision without hearing the congregation, but itis a
good hing that the thoughts are going into that direction. | do
ow how the prices of properties and houses are in Ot-
i generally they are not going up fast, so that there
t time for a well-considered decision.

it is quite a jump from Ottawa to Burlington, but we "iave
landed without mishap. ~

The Burlington-East bulletin tells us that the consistory
received “a letter from the Church at A., The Netherlands,” with
“notifications that a brother and sister of our congregation had
participated in the Lord’s Supper. This letter was sent ‘Forthe
sake of good order in the churches,’ a fact that this consistory
could appreciate.” It is the first time | have read of such a ges-
ture, and |, too, can appreciate it. Yet | wonder whether such is
necessary when a brother and sister take an attestation along
and when it is mentioned on that attestation every time when
they celebrate the-Lord’s Supper with a sister church. Upen
their return they can show to their own consistory that they did
so. In the meantime, it was very accurate of that consistory
to send this letter, but then, as you know, | am always out to
save the churches’ money wherever possible. If a letter can’be
taken along, why send one by mail?

As for Burlington West, the Mulder family has taken pos-
session of the new parsonage and they also had Open House
where the congregation had the opportunity to wander through
the manse to admire the handiwork of paid and unpaid workers.
Much — | was told — was done by free labour. The Mulders are
happy in their new dwelling.

On Sunday, November 25 the Rev. Mulder had {o leave the
pulpit during the service because he was not feeling well. He
has had high blood pressure for several years, as we know, and
this seems to have affected him on that day. He has been told
to take it very easy for a couple of weeks, something which is
not too easy for him. We wish our brother strength to take it
easy and a restoration of his health.

Going down a little, to Hamilton, we take note of it that the
consistory received a letter “from the Board of Mission, propos-
ing to send Rev. and Mrs. Agema and Dr. K. Deddens to a Mis-
sion Conference to be held in Brazil in April 1985, the Lord
willing. The proposal is approved by the consistory and a re-
quest is made to the Board of Mission to approve (approach?
VO) the Board of Governors of the Theological College to in-
clude extended training for Mission at the College.”

It appears to be a wise proposal and a wise decision. Dr.
Deddens has experience as a missionary and he aiso has to
teach mission studies at our College. It will be a good thing
when his experience and his knowledge in this field are put fo
use at this Conference. And it also seems like a good thing that
the missionary of Hamilton and his wife are going there: this will
get them somewhat acquainted with the country they are going
to and the difficulties and joys they may expect there.

Another encouraging and exciting news item from Hamil-
ton: “Two letters are received from members of our congrega-
tion regarding the planned institution of a new congregation.
After a lengthy discussion on the request for institution the con-
sistory decided to approve the request of the members con-
cerned. The necessary steps 1o be taken are io be decxded at
a latter meeting.”

With this good news we have to leave Ontario and move &
Carman. The consistory of that church discussed various gue:
tions which the elders brought with them from family visit
all know that the most different questions can be asked an:
we oftentimes are surprised at the nature of
Here, however, we have something completely ne




ther the consistory should not ‘‘have their photo-
istorical purposes? Consistory decided: If
i like a picture for historical reasons to feel free
to the consistory meeting once a year in the posses-
camera.” Smart decision, | should say.
inot deny that the question itself is also smart. Never
ought of it. Whenever there are special occasions, such as a
5th anniversary of the institution, a picture may be made; but
is happens only once every 25 years, doesn’t it! Some smartie
y remark that it happens only once; but you know what |
“mean: multiples of 25 count too!
~ Smithers comes next.
’ - ““A proposal was made to expand the home mission activi-
_ tyin our area by setting up a three-member-committee for home
~_mission among the non-native people, and to pursue this evan-
- gelistic activity in close cooperation with the present Home Mis-
~ sion Board. Although this proposal was generally well received
by all, it was pointed out that the proposed committee should do
~ the actual work involved and that the role of the present Home
Mission Board and Missionary could only be of a consulting
nature. ‘

From the Smithers bulletin we also learned that the Rev.
Berends was in the hospital in Terrace because of kidney
stones which had to be removed. We do not know what his
state of health is at the moment, but experience has taught that,
once the kidney stones have been removed, recovery is fast.
We wish our brother such a recovery, also for the sake of the
congregation.

Going down to the Fraser Valley, the Lower Fraser Valley,
that is, we pass on that eight of the fifteen suites in the Rest
Home are occupied and that the 9th one has been spoke for.
The name of the building is Manoah Manor. | like the alliteration.

“There are plans to organize a choir for older people. We

__feel that also in older age we should go on with singing to use

church activity to take part in and who have
activities which make their lives fruitful for the
yet | cannot help but getting a sick feeling
““senior citizens”’ are to be babied and entertained .

they themselves are not capable of filling their lives wvit
while activities. Much, much younger persons conclude
good for the old fogies, and the seniors have to comply
what others think is good for them. instead of living themselves
they are being lived and in spite of all good intentions on the
part of those who consider it their duty to keep the old folks busy
and entertained, great injustice is done to our seniors. -

Let me repeat it: this should not be understood as applying
to what | quoted from the Church News of the Valley! It
only gave me a good opportunity to vent feelings which | have
had for quite some time. ‘

From the individual churches we have to mention only
something from the Church at Chilliwack.

In the first place: “lt is discussed whether it would be bene-
ficial to organize an office-bearers’ Conference. The other
churches in the Valley will be asked for their opinion.”” Much
success, for itis a splendid thought. o

And the second item from Chilliwack concerns the organ.
What else did you expect?

“The Committee of Administration presents some more
particulars about an organ and financing possibilities. After a
lengthy discussion, Council decided to present the congrega-
tion with the one plan it has deemed the best after all informa-
tion was received. This meeting with the congregation is sched-
uled for October 26. A leaflet with information will be distri-
buted.”

| already have the Church News in which further partic-
ulars are mentioned, but will let you in the twilight for the time
being.

This is all the news | could gather from the bulletins | re-

our lungs as long as possible. How nice and beautiful it is: sing-
ing together to praise the Lord in our songs!”

Perhaps it is because | am approaching the age of “‘older
people’” myself that | don’t know what to think of this. On the
one hand, the initiative is to be lauded and applauded: there
may be older people who no longer feel themselves at ease
when singing in a choir with younger members. Perhaps the ini-
tiative was occasioned by the fact that several older members
no longer attended choir. | do not know whether this was such a
good thing if that is the case. The older members should not
isolate themselves from the younger ones. We are all together
one body, we confess, and we are to show this in every respect.
As for socializing, yes, then | can understand it that people of
the same age draw closer together; but as for the activities in
the church, should we not do all things together? Older mem-
bers are no longer able to show that much fire and stamina
which they displayed when much younger and there comes a
time when we have to say, “‘Let the younger generation take
over now.” Yet we should watch out that no separation be

“made between the one part of the congregation and the other
part.

Let no one misunderstand me: What | wrote above does

~ not reflect on the efforts that are made to organize such a choir.
The words which | wrote are more directed towards the older
_ members themselves, for | am sure that the thought to organize
a separate choir for older members would not have come up if
it had not been noticed that several older members who love to
~ sing no longer attend one of the choirs of which the churches in
- the Fraser Valley can boast.
0 ~ What older members should avoid is giving occasion for a
- special treatment. Sometimes | get pamphlets and brochures
scribe in detail what is being planned for the “‘senior
” what activities, what entertainment, what projects
s. This may be useful for those who have no

ceived. If you are wondering why your church is mentioned
either never or very seldom, you might also ask whether the
bulletins are sent regularly. From some churches | haven’t
received one for at least half a year. | realize that no one is
obligated to send the bulletin and that it is only courtesy on
the part of the church when it is sent to me. There are, however
churches in whose bulletin | read that the weekly or bi-weekly
bulletins would be sent to me but which, apparently, failed to
request some one in particular to take care of this, with the
result that it is not done at all.

Those that do send their communications keep me in busi-
ness and in contact with you, our patient readers.

Till next time.

The Lord willing. e




a

W

[

N Q

r Py
St ¢

Yolod

nand |
ne evening and s

[}

S Y S
LW g

R B R

LM 5T =

£
&
Bt
(<3}
fd
s
et
Gt
wwh(
]
et
]
ot
dead
F
ta
e

e
o

'
fn
)

i I
S o SR
4 o] T Do S
N Q =S o8B
P ; O v ol
L <41 S R
e« . ESERCEPNE
P Fas! o oy = 2o
o et & Nu oow
S - —
=1 . < e
[«}] A Aﬂ 28T
= o g
et
- —
) ot
e bagt y~
=t St ar G
e 5 e w.fu 'wwp <
o W S 0

¥

174
Id again
e

!
H

t
H

4
L3

e Burg
= “wou
1C

-

nd
B

a
who was
7

1

Y
S

¥

- 3] 7=

e S o]
o [SECANE S
% = w2 )

S
&
= o RSP

=, E3F @&
W Wow N fm T
3 S5 am >3
) hod s R ol
= @ D W = >
5 Y I R ] 35
£ g 5.0 ny -
- 0L EED o
(> & gs] S = >
= O & o 9F o
TE3PTS
o e 5 NQ T, W
5 2E S Sy £
& =ocg 23 e,
i +3 NS L B B

RT3 0 3

mvu [ VBRI 3 o =

e Lo L €

=T T oD oo




ook a while to figure out the tents but
nding just in time for a quick cup of tea.
he long day, it was time to try out our sleep-

ghout the week we went on day trips, ex-
area around Smithers. We even saw a bear!
fortunately he didn’t join us for lunch. We also dis-
vered that it gets pretty cold on top of Hudson Bay
untain but the hike was worth the view.

Jean Buursma’s family took us for a picnic to Tyler
- Lake where the highlight of the day was the ride in
| Andy’s boat. Naturally the fishing rods had to be tried
| butno fish were to be caught that day. Our chance came

- when Mr. Hofsink took us to his “guaranteed” fishing
spot and it turned out to be just that!

Wednesday morning came all too soon. It was time

to break camp and get ready to go home. We had a
| good holiday and we would like to thank everyone in
Smithers for the hospitality shown to us. We really ap-
preciated it.

Alice Reems
Bethesda Home Counselor

Brothers and sisters, may the Lord be with you
in the coming year!

The Lord willing, the following brothers and sisters
will celebrate their birthdays in January:

LIZ KONING
c/o Michener Centre
Box 5002, Nightingale NB Deerhome
Red Deer, Alberta T4N 5Y5

Liz will celebrate her 24th birthday on January
2. She spends one weekend a month at home,
but needs much extra care. Liz is very happy with
“little pleasure.” She saves all her cards in an
album.

CHRISTINE
BREUKELMAN

Box 666
Coaldale, Alberta
TOK OLO

Christine hopes to celebrate her birthday on
| January 7. She will turn thirteen years old. She
| attends church every Sunday morning, although
~ sometimes she gets restless. She is doing fine! The
ure was taken in Fall 1983.

GRACE HOMAN
RR 2
St. Ann’s, Ontaric LOR 1Y0

Grace will be 29 years old on January 17."
“She is still working at A.R.C. Industry, packing |
labels, pamphlets, and sometimes earplugs. So

once in awhile she has to sort out bolts and nuts,
or works in the greenhouse. At home she likes to
listen to her tape recorder or record player. She
also enjoys to sing, and play the organ for a little
while. On Friday and Saturday nights she enjoys
shuffleboard (sjoelen) and other games.”

JANINE SMID
RR 1
Arkona, Ontario NOM 1B0

Janine hopes to celebrate her big day on
January 19. She will turn 15 years old. Janine
loves pictures and cards and would appreciate it
to receive many for her album, which she reviews
regularly.

HENK ORSEL
950 Warwick Court, Apt. 801
Burlington, Ontario L7T 3275

Henk will be celebrating his 54th birthday on
January 27. Henk had a bit of trouble during the
past year. He fell several times and hurt his head.
He also has ulcer trouble and cannot work any-
more. He wrote me about all the cards and gifts
he received for last year’s birthday, which he
celebrated at his Dad’s place. Henk enjoys letter
writing, mostly by airmail. (Expensive hobby,
Henk. H.R.) He has nice neighbours and sees it
as a blessing from the Lord, because they help him
whenever it is needed. He also appreciates the
freedom we may enjoy in Canada. And, of course
he really appreciates receiving mail for his birth-
day. (No, Henk, you do not have to pay for this
— it is done through love, by the brothers and
sisters. Enjoy all the mail you are about to receive,
absolutely free.)

Brothers and sisters, may I again remind you
to keep me updated on our calendar brothers and
sisters. Every reader is interested, I am sure,

Send your requests to:

Mrs. J.K. Riemersma
380 St. Andrew Street East
Fergus, ON NIM 1R1




As fall colours fade to winter white-
ness, we look to the Source of the sea-
sons whose providence and reliability ex-
tends to all areas of our lives. In His
goodness, He has again provided us with
all that we need for our daily sustenance

tory. Staff at Achego are now in the pro-
cess of admitting twenty new children,
bringing the total to sixty — a sizeable
number to care for and to instruct in the
ways of the Lord.

The manager, Mr. Paulo, has ex-

plus exiras — that we may in thankful-

ness use to promote His Kingdom. With
the “extras’ that you have returned to the
Lord by means of Church offerings, spe-
cial gifts, school collections, etc., we have
again been able to continue the work of
CRWRF. As old commitments are being
met and new doors opening, we are ex-
cited to see our small effort slowly grow-
ing and reaching those living in spiritual
and bodily need.

Achego children’s home, Kenya

As we recently reported via church
bulletins, the construction at Achego has,
happily, been completed. To the existing
structure, workers have added a dining
hall, a storage room, and a large dormi-

| pressed his hearfelt appreciation for the

aid we have supplied, and gives thanks
to God for keeping them all well over the
past months. In spite of drought in much
of Kenya, cutting the country’s food pro-
duction by up to 40%, the area around
Achego has had rain and our children
have not wanted. Mr. Paulo does, how-
ever, wish to have the home provided with
additional means of water supply (besides
the rainwater tanks presently serving the
home) and is seeking expert advice on
the best and most economical means —
probably involving the digging of a well.
Not all funds earmarked for the extension
have been used up, so the cost of pro-
viding needed water supplies should be
covered by remaining monies.

Our monthly support costs will, how-

ever, rise by a substantial 50% with the
addition of 20 children and we count on
you, as we have in the past, to provide
the means to care for these precious lit-
tle ones.

Health care unit, Busan, Korea

in the huge city of Busan, our nurses
quietly and faithfully continue to operate
the clinic and make their rounds, dispens-
ing medical aid, health care information,
and Biblical truths to many in the slum
districts.

We had hoped to receive partial gov-
ernment funding for the project through
CIDA (Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency) which matches dollars
spent on approved development projects
and does so with ‘‘no strings attached.”
This would have enabled us, we hoped,
o support the opening of another similar
clinic in a different part of the city.
However, after putting much time and ef-
fort into the inevitable stack of forms, we

The Achego children’s

home choir practising.
The group, conducted
by a young Pastor,
sometimes sings at
church events




Peter and little Geraldine with two of Peter's assistants

learned that our application had been re-
jected. CIDA’s priorities lie with develop-
ment projects that will eventually become
self-sufficient and medical aid does not
usually qualify. Well, it didn’t hurt to
YL

Bangladesh

One of the world’s most crowded na-
tions, Bangladesh, has a population den-
sity of 1600 per square mile, an especially
remarkable fact when one considers that
90% of its people are rural.

Peter and Geraldine Ysselstein from

the Guelph congregation, work among
the very poor in Bangladesh seeking to
improve the lot of the landless and near
landless farmer and his family. They live
in Bogra where the emphasis of Peter’s
work is on assisting farmers by helping
them procure hand pumps to irrigate their
small plots of land and showing them bet-
ter methods of growing crops. Geraldine
works with a group of women, helping
them to produce good quality crafts in
order to contribute to their meagre fami-
ly incomes.

Peter has also initiated a new project
to the northwest, working among Shantal
tribal people who are gradually losing
their most important resource — their
land. Unlike most Bengali's, who are
Moslems, many of the Shantals are be-
 lievers, having been reached with the
gospel by one of the older missions of
Bangladesh — the Churches of God. (No

‘missions are permitted nor is prose-
owed.) Those Shantals who are
ans are largely animists, so

outreach is permitted to them. Peter
writes that “‘the purpose of the program
is to build up poor, non self-sufficient
families, primarily those that are Chris-
tians, but also non-Christians whom we
hope to draw into Christianity by our
witness in word and deed.” The program,

A Bengali woman doing her dishes

now in its initial stage
Shantals with basic literacy
cooperative development, p
and nutrition information, and t '
knowledge. We pray that all those
volved in this ambitious program may b
strengthened and blessed by our heav
ly Father, that the truth and love of the
gospel may penetrate many lives.

We hope to keep you informed on
this interesting work in upcoming issues
of the Clarion.

Refugee aid

Recently we sent a gift of $2,000 to
assist in the Refugee Relief work of ZOA
— the Committee for Aid to Southeast
Asia. Founded in The Netherlands in
1873 as an initiative of the youth of the
Gereformeerde Vrijgemaakie Kerk, ZOA
extends aid to Vietnamese and Cambo-
dian refugees, hundreds of thousands of
whom are still living in camps in Thailand,
Hong Kong, Singapore, etc., most with no
hope of getting out. In addition o other
efforts, ZOA now has complete respon-
sibility for health care in Ban Vinai Camp
in Thailand, a community housing 42,000
Hmong Refugees. The plight of these
people, long ignored by the media (since
their story is no longer new) is sad indeed.

We hope to provide you with more
extensive information on this work also in
a future issue of Clarion.
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Conclusion

Rejoice with us that our commit
ments are being met and that we may ex-
plore new avenues of service. Our bud-
get is still so small that we do not foresee
the day whém we will acmazéy hz% able to
‘ﬁem‘ out and fully auppoﬁ own teams
workers to needy areas, ym it is large
emugh for us to selectively work through
gthers (including our own church mem-
bers in the case of Bangladesh) to ma ke
g difference, however small, in our hurt-
ing world. Statistics on hunger, ﬁs}e’mﬁ“es&
ness, etc. are often mind wgg!mf*
heaips to remember, however, that ?;gwe:,
:ﬁgr%em individuals — who hunger

fed one by one — eleftin mm-
”‘m,as or are brought @ light of Christ

Tranquility
— as evening
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one by one.

May the Lord and
teach us also here i faily lives to do
to he mj reach others
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PROPOSED EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR 1985

1. Busan Gospel Hospital (health care unit},

Korea . ........... ... ... ... ... $13,200.00
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 cept of the baptism of

9K REVIEW

 Yan 't Spijker, W.(ed.), Rondom de
doeopvont, Kampen: Uitgeverij de Groot

Goudriaan, 1984, 619 pp. Hfl. 95.90.
For the Reformed theologian this

book is a must! The greatest advantage
is that several Reformed theclogians in
The Netherlands have corroborated 1o
present the doctrine of baptism from a
truly Reformed perspective. For the
_young pastor who is not quite c:e"tam,of
why he should baptize infants, this bc k
will provide him with the exegetical,
historical, and dogmatical information he
needs to shore up his position. This does

of mean that i%*@ book is polimical in
nature. Quite the contrary. This book is
thetic in nature.

Because this book provides a wide

d contributions by
various authors, it will be img owble to
devole attention t o each ammeﬁ | have,
therefore, made a selection of the arlicles
presented. Nonetheless, a few words
--must be spoken about the structure of the
book. it
getical Mmﬁ bmtomaefdﬂos nati

gambit of accents :;r
I w

is divided into two ssec-‘.iany axe-
c. Prof. Dr.

Semmar\/ U’ the f‘h t@?i'

The Nether-

meerde Kerk in Apeldoorn,
lands, pro a% us with an excellent and
complete ;eiw,ﬁ analysis of the ques-

tion of & a?ﬂmm inthe NT. His article is 133
pages long which almost gualifiesitas a
separate book. The length, however,
does not detract in any way from the con-
tent of the article. Even though his arti-
cle is entitled, 'Baptism accordi '}g o the
NT {De doop volgens het ni), Versteeg
rightly dem‘zcs the necessary at ’fa tion to
OT background. Following relatively
Amm sections de a!mgr with proselyte bap-
tism, the baptism of John and circumci-
sion, Versteeg ifn ds the reader through
the relevant texis in Matthew and Mark
and there are rather extensive exposi-
tions of the texts in the book of Acts (2:38,
"29 ‘; ﬁﬁi—’?"—w:i,hﬂ'
t letters
of Paul, followed ‘w an mpuﬁmm of iPeter
3:21. Three pages are given 1o the con-
someone’s
He closes with the “holi
in the parents

=,

W

Miw g’
m@ z:mﬂu an {pp.
ith this excellent exegetical 36”‘%’5‘"“@"4‘
‘basis for what shall follow h“"
/dogmatical section be

al":v

(>3

e |

W. Balke has made a contribution e
Hed, @ doctring m baptism and the

11

fice of baptism i

« 1 the Middie Ages.
article Balke ;’STC}‘JidLS the

reader
cerning
how’ fLapﬂsﬂ in that
i is particularly enlight
hat most baptisms w
performed at Easter and Pentecost (p.
175). Of further interest is ritual series of
guestions that were put by the priest to
the godparents and midwife (1) and their
answers. With Luzﬁ?‘T 5 500 th birthday
just behind us we are brought into
tact with this great F&&Mmae}? by K. E xa!to
with his article, “Baptism by Luther’
After an wphcarém of Luther's early
development, Exalto discusses Luther’s
thoughts as they manifest ‘h@m%!vps in
f he great

;W 1?“
with im faiu&ble w‘a‘mrn ai ion con

Tand

ime.

the “when’
period of i
ening to read

COf

some of his most salient works. T
advantage of this procedure is t ha? those
who do not have access to the WA of
Luther's works can follow him .in their
“Studienausgaben.” Exalto begins with
a baptism-sermon of Luther-from 1518,
Itis ﬁéeariy evident from this phase of
Lulm development that the respon-
sibility paz_med upon me recipient was
greater than the gift (p. 199). Two of the
most important emuhaues .m 1S Sermon
are that of the covenant and the union of
God and the believer (p. 200). In the sec-
ond section Exalio treats the work, The
Babylonian capiivity of the church, which
dates from 1520. Once again we find that
the covenant is emphasized by means of
the promissio (p. 203). Baptism gains its
xf"m e and significance from God’s prom-
ew 208). In the case of the baptism of
ildren the sacrament refers o the
promise of God and a fides aliena that
helps the child (p. 20?} The third section
m‘ Exalio’s arlicle deals with the Greater
Catechism
Prof. dr. W.

t .mx;!«e traces thri

van'
fﬁ@v&mpmum of baptism in the theologie
‘7

of Zwingli, Bullinger, and Bucer. it is
refreshing to find someone who is not
simply willing to ve;gh,é«,a? all the worn-out
cischéan ncerning Zwingli with wm. we
it acquainted. Van't Spijk <er pic icks up

d of the covenant again in regard

%s}g@i’s hought {221). Earlier on

Zwingli broke with the notion of the sacra-
ment as a mystery or secret and spoke
of it as a guarantee and f?@ﬁ? An in-

teresting emphasis in Zwingii’s doctrine
was the responsibility placed upon the

| the figure of Bd!imge{ we

baptized infant. It is bound to the Law o
Giod that it zsv* by that Law. The marenfa
of course, are duly responsible for rear-
iﬁq that child to fear the Lord to the best
of their ability (225). When we arrive at
find an intensi-
fication of the notion of the covenant in
u;c: ihougha Bull nJe: zak@s x_w gi* 8 %»
goa‘, a ske;s %‘ur*hen Ms wamn to kmw
what the exz‘ﬂmai responsibility in con- -
creto means (p. 241). He seeks the solu-
tion in what God does in baptism. This is
revolutionary for it exiricates the baptis-
mal questions — in regard to infants —
from the f.ﬂgs dilemma: faith-baptism
That is to say, baptism says nothing about
how the infant will be either mmaa:ata%y
or in the future. The emphasis is on how
God is for the child, namely true 1o His
covenant promises (p. 242‘} In conjunc-
tion with the Consensu Tswrmus one
Md% a Christocentric ieaz"r‘em; in Bul-
linger’s doctrine. Bucer's doctrine of bap-
tism-is typified not only by the element of
responsibility, in general, but what could
be called “covenant responsibility’” {p.
255). In terms of emphasis it cannot be
denied that one of the main emphases is
"“r‘sas*cﬂmcy(ﬁ 258). Further, baptism is
e sacrament of hope because the incor-
life

e

:) ration into the cov e:a i community in
Christ looks to the f the future (p.
258j.

Before this review turns into an arti-
cle we shall only mention ons more arti-
cle in this baam. Prof. dr. J. van Genderen
has contributed an article entitled, "Bap-
tiem by Calvin.” van Genderen mentions

he miawmpmtmm element of the sursum
corda in Calvin’s sacramentology which
causes the recipient of the sacrament o
elevate his heart above attention tﬂ the

material of the sacramenis and causes
him to rise up to the Author of Lhesm (o
265). Of g:n'émary importance is the ques-

tion, "Of what is baptisrm a sign and a
seal?”’ van m.m@rw cites m:smums 4,

18, 10 where G vin speaks of the pro-
mise wherein forgiveness of sins tran-

spires (p. 269). Thereafier, van Genderen

devotes some time to Calvin’s view of re-
generation and the accompanying idea of
the unio mystica which places us squat
within Pneumatology.

Baptism does not make m@mb&
the church, but God wilnesses
members through the sacrar




nown that Calvin | Secondly, van Genderen explicitly men- | tism in hght of the ©o
an Genderen de- | tions the covenant, itself. Calvin’s ex- | covenant for | am convinced
rguments for infant bap- | egesis of | Cor.7:14, for example, must | within that perspective thal o
nation of many factors. | be viewed in light of Calvin’s doctrine of | ly see God’s purposes in the
ioned the pneurnatol- | the covenant (pp. 280, 287). Here, again, | redemption.

ut a doubt, Calvin's view | all the emphasis falls upon the promise S
ant plays an exceedingly im- | of the covenant which envelopes every- Rijswiik,
in his thoughts. Calvin con- | thing (p. 286). The Netherlands
baptism with the spiritual promises This book ought to be read by He- L
al were given in circumcision (p. 278). | formed pastors who desire to explain bap- DRS. R, GLEASON
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Our fwenty-third League Day was
held this year on Oct. 10 in Strathroy.
Here the sisters of the hosting Societies
of Watford and London welcomed us with
coffee and goodies, which we really en-
joyed after the (long) ride.

The mild, misty weather of late had
caused some concern about traveling on
League Day, but thankfully the weather
this morning was cooperative and every-
one was on time for the 10 o’clock start
of our programme. This was opened with

~singing and Scripture reading from Psaim
89. Mrs. Lynn Van Delden, President of
the League, led in prayer and then wel-
comed everyone to League Day.

Mrs. Van Delden had chosen as
theme for the day 'God’s faithfulness and
steadfast love” of which we had just sung
in Psalm 89. “‘in our daily work,”” she said,
“we often don’t see farther than the
things at hand, but on this day of fellow-
ship and study we may be encouraged
and built up with the joyful knowledge that
“God is faithful.” “Our topics today,” she
said, “will lead us right through the Bible
and show God'’s faithfulness in bringing
His peopie to the great Day of His return.”
In conclusion she remarked that in the
meantime it is our task and privilege as
covenant children to “proclaim Thy faith-
fulness to all generations.”

Mrs. Reinink of Burlington who had
been elected League Vice-President at
the delegates’ meeting the previous even-
ing, was now introduced to the audience.
A letter of congratulations and best
wishes for a good day fogether, had been
received from the “Bond in Holland.” The
President also read a letter of thanks from
the Mission Aviation Fellowship for our
collection held League Day the previous
year. Roll call, always an interesting part
of our programme, showed that today 300
sisters, plus a few brothers, were present.

After the singing of our League Song
we read from Genesis 3, | Timothy 2 and
Revelation 12 in preparation for Mrs.
Thea Heyink's essay on “The Role of
Women in the Church — Past and Pres-
ent.” Mrs. Heyink pointed out that the
woman's role is very much in discussion

_in our modern world. Nevertheless we as

~ women of the church, God's covenant

- people, must ook to Scripture for norms

~and guidance also on this subject. The Bi-
ble, starting in Genesis, clearly teaches
it wormnen have a twofold task as help-
1d rnother The essayist continued

‘ how various women in the Bi-

eport: League

Day 1984

bie from Eve to Priscilla and Philip’s four
daughters — fulfilled this double role
each in her own circumstance. Attention
was also given to what Paul said and
taught about women. Contrary to what
may seem to be the case, Paul does not
hold wormen in low esteem. His concern
for, and greetings to sisters active in the
church show his acknowledgment of their
God-given talents as they work where the
Lord placed them. However, Paul does
teach that they must fulfil this role in sub-
mission and seek their adornmentnotin
pride, but in faithfulness in the task God
gives, whether married, unmarried, or
widowed.

After the singing of Hymn 40 we dis-
cussed the topic Mrs. Heyink had in-
troduced. This discussion gave evidence
of the fact that we live in the world of to-
day, yet we are not of the world, and for
this reason want to bring Scriptural teach-
ing to bear on our role of nurturing our
children, and also others in the commu-
nion of saints. We sang several stanzas
of Psalm 145, and a collection was held
for “Anchor,” the Canadian Reformed
Association for the Handicapped.

A short ride through town brought us
to the local community center where we
enjoyed a delicious, traditional League
Day lunch, and of course, lots of chatter.

Soon enough however, the afternoon
session was opened with the singing of
our national anthem. The sisters of the
hosting Society of Watford then present-
ed a most original and amusing “fashion
show” complete with props!

In preparation for Rev. VanRiet-
schoten’s speech on “God’s Covenant —
Wili Today” we joined in singing from
Psalm 105 and reading from Scripture
from the letter fo the Hebrews. The
speaker pictured our world as one very
much changed from Biblical times when
CGod created the world and established
His covenant with man. But he ques-
tioned whether the new developments
were in harmony with God’s created
order. And yet it is in this changed and
changing world where we must stand
Scripturally teaching today’s youth that
God’s covenant norms still apply today,
and how today’s new develocpments must
be used to the greater glory not of man,
but of God. In doing this we have no
“tailor-made” answers, Rev. VanRiet-
schoten said. Yet we have the Lord’s
promise that He upholds the possibilities
for life and even gives us the outiook on

the New Jerusalem where :
thing will be made new. Folic
framework of the Ten Wordls ofthe
nant, the speaker pointed out ¢ S0me
tical ways in which we carnt show in
everyday lives our loving obedience to
demands of God’s covenant law, not
ting ourselves first. “'Living this way we
can rely on our heavenly Father,” the
speaker concluded, “for He will continue
to grant wisdom.” We sang from Psalm
25 and then a discussion was heldonthe
afternoon’s topic.
Coming to the end of our pro-
gramme, Mrs. Van Delden expressed sin-
cere thanks to the hosting Societies for
the wonderful job done organizing this
League Day, and to the essayist, also the
speaker/organist, and all who contributed
to the success of the day. Mrs. Ludwig,
the retiring League Vice-President and
ILPB representative, was heartily thanked
too, for her work for the League over the
last five years. We sang from Psalm 124
and Rev. VanRietschoten led in thanks-
giving and prayer. It had been a stimu-
lating and joyful day with opporiunities for
study and fellowship for which we may be
very thankful. After some coffee and re-
freshments, chatter and good-byes, we
left for home through the sunny, colour-
ful countryside.

Recording Secretary
E. HOFSINK

Consulaat-Generaal
Der Nederlanden

CONSULATE GEMNERAL
OF THE NETHERLANDS
One Dundas Street West
Box 2, Suite 2106
Toronto, Ontario MI5G 123
Phone: (4186) 598-2520

OPSPORING ADRESSEN:

DIEKE, Martinus Petrus, geboren op 10 no-
vember 1919, laatstbekende adres in
Nederland: Goudsbloemiaan 12 te
‘s Gravenhage, naar Canada vertrokken
op 7 augustus 1951 -

HARTMAN, Jan, geboren op 3 okiober 1935
te Viaardingen. L

VAN DEN HEUVEL, Michiel, geborenop 2
december 1919 te Bergen op Zoom,
naar Canada vertrokken op 21 juli 1960
met waarschijnliike bestemmir
Morntreal,
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“TLE MAGAZINE

Bu g;y ‘Béavers,
IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME!

Christmas morning we’ll all go to church and read the story
_of the birth of the Lord Jesus in Bethiehem.
‘ Likely even before you go to church you'll read at home
_the same Christmas story!
We think of the Baby King born long, long ago in a coun-
try far away.
We do that every year at Christmas.
Every year we sing **. . . glory to the newborn King.”
But we all know the Lord Jesus didn’t stay a baby.
Don’t you love the story of the Boy Jesus in the temple?
We know from the Bible how Jesus the Saviour told His
people about His Father in Heaven.
——And how He healed the sick and raised the dead.
No, He didn’t stay that Baby in the manger.
He died to pay for His people’s sins.
He rose in glory from the dead!
His disciples watched in fear and wonder as their Lord
arose to heaven.
And what happened then?
Angels came who told the disciples:
“Jesus will come again! Just like that — on the clouds
of heaven.”
it all happened long ago — and still we are waiting.
Even while we sing of “‘the new-born King”’ we know that
He is coming on the clouds of heaven with His angels.
What a happy day that will be for all God’s peopie!
| still had a Christmas story from Busy Beaver Margo Hof-
sink. 1 think you will fike it.

One day Zechariah was in the temple and an angel came
to Zechariah in a bright light. The angel’s name was Gabriel.
The angel said to Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth was going
to get a baby. His name would be John.

One day Gabriel came to Mary and said she would get
a baby t9o. He would be God’s Son and His name would be
Jesus.

One day Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem. They went
on camels. One day Mary’s baby was born in the stable.

Some wisemen saw the star of Bethlehem. So they went
to Bethlehem to see the new-born King.

Busy Beaver Peter John Sikkema wants you t‘ see
well you know the Bible Christmas story. Can you
blanks without using your Bible?

“Now when Jesus was born in
in the days of
the king, behold, wise men from the .
saying, “‘Where is He who has

cameto

been born king of the ? For we have

seen His in the o

and have come to Him. When k
the king heard this he was troubled,

and all - with-him.”” - .

Matthew 2:1-3

—— ‘ FROM THE MAILBOX

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Joyce Wiegers. We
are happy to have you join us. Be sure to join in all
our Busy Beaver activities, Joyce! How did you do on
your walkathon? And how is your skating, Joyce? ) i

Hello, Mary Vandeburgt. I’'m glad you had such a good
birthday, and such a nice trip to Carman. How did you like the
organ concert in Abbotsford, Mary? And now it’s time for
Christmas concerts again! Thanks for your nice long letter,
Mary. Bye for now.

It was nice to hear from you again, Nora Boersema. I'm
happy to hear your little brother is learning to read. That’s very
important right? How old is he, Nora? Thank you very much
for the funny riddles!

Sounds to me as if you had lots of fun on your teacher’s
birthday, Rita Wubs. What films did you watch? And | see
you’ve been keeping busy! Thank you very much for the word
search. ~
Hello, Michelle Oostdyk. Thanks for your riddles, too. I'm
sure the Busy Beavers will like them! Have you looked inthe
old Clarions for a pen pal yet, Michelle? Be sure to write and
tell me how it works out, and how you like all our qmzzes this.
time! :
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Linda De Boer

n the city of David
J *‘hf and Mary came;
tr "iavmw Was mm m

Sﬁdbw,

Whatcityami?

2. When the number of days were accomplished
According 1o God’s holy Word;

Baby Jesus was brought Ly His parenis

To present Him before the Lord.

in what city?

L3

.t was here “ihﬁx.ty
The boy Jesus was raised,
At His spiritual w;edmn
ﬁ s wren ts were amaz w:%.

What

oity am

W CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DOWN
1. wise men
4. Jesus’' homstown

Muy w_ﬁ:?m‘;
N

i3 Pl
%Pow ‘ e
2. a widow in the temple -
3.8n cnd man b
5. the Saviour's maother e
8. the Saviour’s earthly father = !
5 [
. ME,,,.“.J

THE LORD JESUS

ABOUT T
1. Where was the Lord Jesus born?
2. Wbe*& did His parents fake

Herod?

in what town was the Lord Jesus breught up

‘c.aa

4. How oid was the Lord Jesus when He first went fo Jerusa-
lem to the feast?
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Whera was He when His

pe arents * mug bt Him
and what was He z}fmg'f‘ . ;
‘C; 1 you complete the following qm tation w?‘mh i

m the second chapter of Luke: “And Jesus increased
in and

favour with : and
What was the name of the demon-possessed man whom

Jesus healed 'Y % e co v of the Gadarenies”?

I what city did the Lord Jesus call Zacchasus?

esus on the mount where He
and who appeared in glory and talked

Who went up with the Lord Je
was transfigured,
with Him there?

the dli pest and what did the

disciples s

_,:, C}n
4,3‘
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C
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With whom did the Lord Jesus hold a conversation at
Jacob’s well at Sychar? _ .
Whom did the Lord raise from the dead at Bethany?

5

Which *’ihrea parables concerning something lost ars toid
by the L one after the other in Luke, Chapter 157

How were the disciples to find the Up {:nf %Qm where the
Lord was 10 eal the Passover with 1

_3'

Where did the Lord Jesus pray long and
before His betrayal?

Who betrayed the Lord and what sign did he give to those
who had come to caplure Jesus?

I earnestly ju

What happened to Malchus at the time of the betrayal and
what did the Lord Jesus do for him?

‘J%?m was the Roman governor before whom the
put on trial? .
What is the meaning of Golgotha, the
Calvary where Jesus was crucified?
Who were the three women who, on the first East»?:’ morn-
ing, found the stone rolled away from the sepuichre and
were told by an angel. "Ye seek Jesus of ﬁzazar th which

was crucified; he is risen”?

place on Mount

:’Be i in your answers to this quiz to me, Busy Beavers,
send you a reward. After all, such 2 big quiz!

g™
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by Busy Beaver Krista
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SCRAMBLE

by Busy Beaver §

Before we say gmdmhw to 1984, we want 1o wigh sl

the Emy Beavers celebrating a January binhday a
s hoping you all have a really good day with
our family am“* friends. And we add our vary best wishes

3

{y day! Here

Y

vez"y hap-

fw the Lord’s blessing and gL!Q&?"(‘Q in the Nexw Year, That
goas for gl of vou, Busy Beavors!
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m & O w
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X

z*maih er Yan Middelio

Susan Haider

Vicki Foodzant
Jennifer Clark
Alan Yan Faalte
Teena Buzeman
Michae! John Mans

Marjorie Barendregt

Ria Wubs
Carl De Bosr
Bichard Lof

Answers

Be sure to send in your answers 10 the quiz very :

ZL ewes

T owiysy

Shelieen Hos
Linda De Boer
Gome‘ius Leffars
arig Huttema
Syiwa Sikkerna
Mary-Lynn De Boer
Bernard Breuliatman
ﬁaiena Gmsrwm&:r

Haope 10 “sea” you a&lf next vear!

You know my addres
Aurt E%et’y Box ;4
Fergus, ON N1 M
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18
18
18
20
23
24
258
28
28
31

With love fram your
Aunt Betly




