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in the first chapter of the book of Ecclesiastes, the king
of Jerusalem concludes from his searching that there is
nothing new under the sun. Things come, things go, and
then it seems that same thing again: toil among men from
one generation to the next. The one generation passes, the
next rises. Everything seems to follow a common course.
So he cries out and says, “"Who can bring something
new?”" Well, in Isaiah 42, God promises that He will indeed
bring about something new. He says: “Behold, the former
things are come to pass, and new things do | declare:
before they spring forth | tell you of them” (vs. 9). The
promise of a new covenant, the promise of a new heaven
and new earth to come, the promise of getting a new
name, the promise of making us sing a new song: all these
new things which God proclaims before they come about
are rooted in the one new thing God performed in
Bethiehem. It is for that reason that Christ's birth, Yah-
weh's (the LORD's) new thing in Bethlehem, is God's
people’s hold to believe that all the new things foretold will
come about. For Christ's birth is the new thing 1. in the
political world of tsrael, 2. in the royal house of Israel, 3. for
the people of israel (the Church of Israel), 4. for heaven and
earth in the time of Israel
1} Christ’s birth is the new thing in the political world of
Israel.

The angel announces to the shepherds that to them is
born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord, in the city of
David. From that announcement we conclude that Micah
5:2-4 speaks about the promise of the LORD to give a Ruler
out of Judah in the political world of Israel, One who shall
be great unto the ends of the earth, and Who with His
sceptre shall rule the nations {Ps. 2:8-10}. In the well-known
chapter, Luke 2, we first read an account of the political
situation of those days. It is in the days of the Caesar of
Rome and of a governor called Cyrenius that the world has
to be registered. This decree, issued from the throne of
Rome, includes lsrael, the chosen people of God, the
covenant people of God, the people with the promises
about the new things to come. This decree is issued from a
hostile throne, by a hostile man, a man who hates God and
what God has established among His people Israel, a man
of disbelief and unbelief, a man who proclaims himself to
be a saviour of the world over against what the angel
proclaims in Luke 2. Caesar Augustus wants to be addres-
sed and recognized as the one who saved the world. Did he
not establish peace among strife-torn nations? So he
claimed to have brought peace for israel; he, the lord of the
world of those days, saved israel. However, by his decree
to have the world including Israel, taxed, he is used by the
new thing of God in the manger in order to have this new
thing brought about at the place foretold, in the way
foretold, among the people forstold. So it is, that at the
time of the mighty, powerful ruler, Caesar Augustus, God
brings about the new thing of Micah 5, a new thing in the
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political world of Israel, and at the same time, the strong
hold for the believers of Israel over against Caesar Augus-
tus. Of course, we speak here from faith. The angs!
announces this new thing to the shepherds, people of the
Church of God in Israel. In spite of the political situation in
which they are, dominated by Caesar Augustus, their hearts
are filled with joy and gladness when they understand what
God has wrought in the new thing, Christ the LORD. He is
announced as “the Lord”, the ruler of Micah 5. He is there,
and we, who today remember that He came, believe that
He is that new thing of God, that new thing with its
meaning of “Lord”, the man of the sceptre, the man of
rute, the man of dominion over all the rulers of the world.
We know that the political world changes all the time.
Caesar Augustus is gone, but the other ruler, Jesus Christ,
is still here. The one ruler after the other had come and
gone. The one empire and dominion after the other has
risen, reached its peak, and declined. But the one dominion,
established in the one new thing, the Lord Jesus Christ,
remains and grows and increases wherever and whenever
He adds new ones to His people, either by birth or by
rebirth. The new thing in the political world of lIsrael is
God’s people’s strong hold to believe that He shall bring
about His rule over heaven and earth, a perfecting of His
Kingdom as established on earth since the manger, a
Kingdom wherein His people may participate. When it is
completed and presented to the Father, all rulers of the
world who were hostile towards Christ and His Church will
be gone forever with their dominions, powers, decisions,
rules, and laws. God's people’s hold began in the new
thing, Christ, born in the manger in the political world of
Caesar Augustus, and is now coming to its fulness. Christ
will receive over heaven and earth and all nations the rule
He proclaimed and made known to the shepherds, people
of the Church. Therefore, His Church of alt ages, also at the
present, need not fear even though the hostile powers in
present world are still real, and although there is the threat
of a third world war. People of God who know that their
Ruler, the new Thing wrought by God, has come to Israel in
tts political world, must keep a hold on the knowledge that
He did come as Ruler and that at all times in any political
situation, He manages to keep His people unto Himself.
Therefore, people of God, fear not what might come and
what princes and rulers of this world might decide and do
to you, but believe one thing: that your Christ has come as
Ruler! That's enough.

2) Christ’s birth is the new thing in the royal house of [srael.

To make God's people’s hold even stronger, this new
thing has come out of the lineage of David, out of the royal
house of David. The royal house of David had no power in
the time of Caesar Augustus. Joseph himself, a prince of
the lineage of David, had no throne from which to rule.
There was no room for this prince and his wife, a princess,
and the little prince. There was no place from them in



Bethlehem, the city of David although they were descen-
dants of David. But in spite of this, the God of David brings
about the new thing promised to David, that out of David's
line the Son of David shall sit on the throne of David,
politically manifested and published to be the true continu-
ation of David's line, with the claim of a dominion
extending to all corners of the earth, not just within the
borders of Palestine. In Bethiehem, Jesus Christ is born,
that is, in the city of David is born the Promised One, the
new Thing, and new He is, for never was such a ruler born
in the line of David. Every descendant of David who had
come up, sat on the throne for a while and had gone down.
The last ones in the lineage of David had been forced to
give up the throne by the political world of their days. The
throne of David was gone when Christ was born in
Bethlehem. No power of David can be seen at all, unless
the message of the angel is understood and believed. Then
the power of David can be seen again, the everlasting
power of the royal throne of the great Son of David, for this
great Son of David is not only of the lineage of David: He is
also God. God out of God, Light out of Light, and seed out
of David. This seed out of David cannot be overcome
because He is at the same time God. Therefore, it is the
strong hold for God's people who know and understand
and believe that in this Seed of David, God has manifested
Himself in the flesh, in the flesh of His people, with the
blood of His people - the promised righteous Branch out of
David and at the same time, according to Jeremiah 23, the
LORD our Righteousness: a Branch and the Lord. This is
your strong hold to believe, that this Branch and Lord in the
house of David does bring about all the new things that are
rooted in Him and that therefore will come out of Him. He
guarantees it, as God, and He brings it about among God's
people, for he took upon Himself their sin.

3) Christ’s birth is the new thing for the people of Israel.

The message of the angel is addressed to the shep-
herds. These shepherds are children of God, of the house,
the people, of Israel. They are the people who are included
in the covenant of God and have the promises of God
about the new things to be performed. They are privileged
to hear the message of the angel about the new thing in
which all other new things are rooted and from which all
other new things spring up. They are privileged to hear
because they are chosen to hear, being God’s covenant
people who had the promises. These shepherds are in a
poor situation, also Church-wise. They are despised by the
nobles in the Church, that is the Pharisees and Scribes,
because they are poor and needy. However, according to
the promise of God, made known for instance in Psalm 72,
the new thing of Christ’s birth is for the needy. God in the
flesh announces Himself to the lowly, the poor, the needy
in the Church of God. He shows them that they have not
believed in vain in the promises of God. He makes them see
the strong hold in which they have believed according to
God’s Word. They may hear, first by the mouth of the one
angel, that the new thing is brought about which guaran-
tees to perform all the new things promised. Then they may
hear the great choir of angels who underline and emphasize
that for the shepherds the new thing really has been
brought about, promising that all things will become new:
“For unto you is born . . .”” this new thing, the angel said.
People of God, then, should understand that unto them is
born this new thing. We are the privileged covenant people
who have the promises of the things that shall become
new. There is no reason at any time, in any circumstance of

God's people, in the midst of whatever situation in the
world, personal or ecclesiastical, to despair, because Gc
promises are there and they will be performed, sin
one promise has been fulfilled in the birth of the new thing,

Christ. There is still misery. Sin, the cause of this misery

and pain and suffering is still committed, also by God's
people. But, the shepherds receive the message of the new

thing born to overcome sin and misery. The shepherds are
in despair, politically oppressed, ecclesiastically despised,

financially poor, and yet, when they hear about the new

thing and later see the new thing as announced, they

become new people, new creatures by faith in Christ. Their

hearts and minds no longer concentrate on the trouble,

the misery, sin, and the causes of sin; their hearts and

minds are now fixed on the new thing of God that fills

them. That gives them a strong hold in the life of those

days. It provides them with righteousness in the place of sin

and happiness instead of misery.

4) Christ’s birth is the new thing for heaven and earth in the
time of [srael.

The most wonderful, promising thing takes place when
the angels are sent from heaven to take their place with the
one angel that brought the message of the new thing to
God’s people. These angels all together form a great choir
in the fields of Ephrathah and sing, “Glory to God in the
highest”. They point to the heavens first. “And peace on
earth . .."” Then they point to where the Church lives. They
say this together with the angel who first announced to the
shepherds the great message of God’s new thing. The
shepherds are there, too. Angels and people of the Church
together. Servants of God out of heaven and children of
God on the earth together. In this we see the new future
opened, originating from the one thing born that fills angels
and shepherds and that has brought them together. We see
in this an established beginning that leads to the fulfilling of
the promise of a new heaven and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells. When we hear that new song, a new
song of the angels because of the new thing performed,
then we understand that the promises, given in Revelation
unto His people that believed this new thing, are here in the
process of being fulfilled. That is, God, by His Spirit, shall
make them sing a new song, filled with their joy about the
grace of God in Jesus Christ, who came to the manger of
Bethlehem in order to cover their sins, to take away their
guilt, and to open for them the brightness and the glory of
the future without sin and guilt, and the restored new
creation of body and soul, to praise forever, with all
creatures, God's glory in the new dominion of heaven and
earth, given to the Father by the Son out of David’s line.
The choir of the angels and the presence of the shepherds
show that heaven and earth are going to be united and
filled with praise, praise of the new thing, of salvation in the
new thing, Jesus Christ, So the day, wrongly called
Christmas Day, this day of remembering the birth of Christ,
is a hold for you that God, who brought about the new
thing of Jesus Christ shall bring about all the new things. If
you keep to what God started off in Bethlehem, He shall
give you a new name; He shall make you sing a new song;
He shall give you a new body; He shall give you a new
heaven and a new earth.

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, that great new thing that

people could not think of, hearts of people could not
contemplate, power of people could not perform Thou
didst perform as our strong hold. We praise Thy holy
Name! P. KINGMA
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On January 1st of this year the number of Churches
was increased by one when institution took place in the city
of Guelph. Since that day much has happened there: the
new Congregation acquired a Church building which they
recently saw enriched with the purchase of an organ the
construction of which may be unique in Canada as far as
the place where it is located is concerned.

As for Church buildings, Chatham expects to have
theirs ready soon, Rehoboth, Burlington, will have dedi-
cated theirs by the time you read these lines, Winnipeg is
building, there are plans in New Westminster, and thus the
general progress is demonstrated in the acquisition of new
buildings for worshipping the Lord.

Cloverdale let a contract for a new organ, Brampton
finally received theirs, London has a pipe organ, Edmonton
saw theirs completed, and, as mentioned above, Guelph,
too, is singing while accompanied by a pipe organ.

Are these things proof of real growth and of an
increase of dedication to the Lord? Is there not an old
Dutch saying that, when the Church buildings were made
of wood, the ministers were made of gold but that, the
Church buildings being of gold, the ministers are made of
wood?

Let us not make false oppositions. Those who were
engaged in building their new sanctuaries will have experi-
enced it that activity creates activity. One of the brethren
who was actively engaged in the building of a new place of
worship told me with tears of gratitude in his eyes that the
people were eager to build and that not one single
dissonant was heard. ‘‘Behold”’, he said, ‘‘and taste that the
Lord is good’’. When such a reaction may be noted, no fear
needs to exist that a building project will be a cover for
inactivity in other respects.

Such activity can be noted also in other respects. Both
in the East and in the West the office-bearers had their
conferences where the brethren endeavoured to edify one
another and thus to enable each other to fulfil the duties of
the office better and better all the time. The ministers in
Ontario did not remain behind and they had their ““Minis-
ters’ Workshop'’ twice during the past year. Much use was
made of the talents of the Faculty of our College.

Both men and women did not lag behind either: the
Men’s Societies had their League Day as usual in the
Fergus Church. | was told that this was the last time that it
was to be held in Fergus. | have not heard of similar
meetings in the West. At least not of the Men's Societies.
In this respect the Women’s Societies kept equal pace: In
The Valley as well as in Alberta, in Manitoba, and in Ontario
the ladies took to the road to meet for their League Days.

The Fellowship of Canadian Reformed University Stu-
dents - which Fellowship covers only Ontario - arranged for
several meetings at which lectures were delivered. The
Teachers in Ontario met at regular intervals to set up a
Curriculum and to listen to introductions helpful to them in
their work.

The Young People’s Societies had their “‘national rally”’

in Carman this past summer, beside which they had their
regional study conferences.

As for other societies: The Canadian Reformed High-
school Association in Ontario has come off the ground and
appears to become more consolidated. Hopes are expres-
sed that such a highschool will become a reality within two
years. Meanwhile, the “‘elementary”’ school societies are
faced with the necessity to expand their facilities and to
increase the number of their teachers, who are in great
demand and in scarce supply.

The care for the young does not cause the member-
ship to neglect their task towards the elderly. Both Rest-
home Societies which exist within the Churches are very
active and have acquired property on which they intend to
build a Home for the Aged to which, in the future, a
Nursing Home may be added.

Activity directed towards the own membership does
not preclude activity towards those who are without. “The
Voice of the Church’ is still broadcasting the Gospel via the
radio both in English and in Dutch. In The Valley as well as
in Edmonton this work is being continued. In Ontario there
was only the odd time that a service was taped by a Cable
TV Company for broadcast via their own channel.

Preaching of the Gospel to those who are far away
also continued. Rev. H. Knigge went out to look for new
possibilities and to prepare the way for a possible successor
who has not been found as yet. What was found was a
young couple willing to be sent out to Irian Jaya as helpers
for the missionaries. In Brazil, the Van Spronsens and the
Kuiks continued the work and a new Church building was
erected and dedicated. In spite of frustrations and disap-
pointments, the Gospel appears to bear fruits which could
hardly be expected so soon.

The work of mercy towards those who are without or
far away was also continued. The support to orphanages in
Korea was even increased by special actions for new
buildings and for sleeping bags for the children who have to
sleep on a concrete floor with very little protection.

When the College Evening was held, many hundreds
came from many places, even from the center of the
country, to attend this occasion. This evening could this
time also be attended by the delegates to the General
Synod which was held in Toronto. Synod was adjourned
only recently and we have seen no publications containing
official decisions made by this Synod. We'll have to wait for
the Press Release and, which is more important, for the
Acts. This Synod was a ““first’” in this respect that a
representative of the Netherlands sister Churches was
present. It may be expected that the gesture will be
returned and that from now on we'll see representatives at
every General Synod. It will strengthen the bond and
enliven the interest in each other's affairs.

Concerning the ministers, for the larger part they were
able to do their work. A change took place when Rev. C.
VanDam moved from Neerlandia to Brampton. As for the
rest, they all are still at the same place where they were at
the beginning of the year. No other vacancies were filled
than the one at Brampton, which, on the other hand,
created another vacancy, so that in this respect it meant no
solution. Rehoboth, Burlington, did call, but was disap-
pointed; the same is to be said of Hamilton, Neerlandia, and
Winnipeg. From far away came the call first for Rev. W.
Huizinga and then to Rev. J. Geertsema: the call from
Launceston, Tas. For them, as for us, it becomes harder
and harder to call a minister from the Netherlands because




of language “problems”. | do not know how the situation is
down under, but it will not be much different from our
situation here. The young people, even though they may
not be completely unable to understand and/or speak the
Dutch language, do not really understand a Dutch sermon,
just as many older members can “‘help themselves” with
English but do not really get everything out of an English
sermon, Yet, the Dutch services become fewer and fewer,
although in several instances alternate solutions are sought
and found.

The above may seem 1o be a more or less “dry” list of
facts and activities. What we are to realize, however, is that
these are just the extra events and actions which we notice.
They are, in reality, only the tip of the iceberg: what we see
is the evidence of what we cannot see or what we do not
notice so clearly in everyday life and conduct.

Would all the above activities have been possible if
there were not a sincere desire to serve the Lord and to
prove ourselves thankful for all His benefits? Wouid all the
above-mentioned things have happened, if not the hearts
were touched by the Holy Spirit and, in many instances, set
afire for Him? Would the parents have been willing 1o
sacrifice so much for the education of their children if they
were not convinced that the treasures which have been
entrusted to them should be transferred to the next
generation and thus be preserved? Would the membership
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Another year has gone by; the second that we have had the pleasure of pusblishing “Clarion”.
On the whole, it has been a good year. Our list of contributors has inceasexd, and so has the

have brought together thousands and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for the mintenance of the ministry of the
Gospel, for the Mission, for thie Schools, for the help ot the
needy, for the help of Korea, and for so many other causes
if they were not convinced that their lives and all their
possessions belong to the Lord their God?

YWe do not wish to boast: there are many things in our
Church life which are noreason for pride at all. But, on the
other hand, we also wish to gratefully acknowledge the
works of thankfulness which are the fruit of the work of the
Holy Spirit, Who takes it all out of Christ's treasures and
distributes freely and abundantly.

The end of the vearand the beginning of a new vear
is a good time to reflect oy these things. Counting the
blessings received is stil a2 wwork which is pleasing to the
Lord our God. And whatajoy is given therein to those who
have thus endeavoured to prove themselves grateful: when
others have squandered their money and have nothing to
show for all their labours, while others had nothing to spare
because they needed it all for themselves and now stand
empty-handed at the endof the vear, those who have been
enabled by the Lord to prove themselves thankful for all His
benefits may gratefully court what their God has given
them and what they have Ipeen able to achieve by His
strength.

Thus we enter the new year. v

K

number of topics that could be covered. Slowly but surely we are moving nearer te our goal: to make
“Clarion” a magazine that gives scriptural guidance to the members of our churcbes in every aspect
of life. ,

We are happy to report that “Clarion” is more and more establishing itself arriong our members.
The number of subscribers continues to grow, and this vear again we received rmany compliments
and notes of encouragement from readers in eastern, western, and central Canaada. Some of them
have in fact asked us if the possibility should not be considered of making <“Clarion” a weekly
magazine. it goes without saying that we would be happy if this could be done, &and the matter has
been seriously discussed. We did not feel that an immediate decision could be ny ade. Quite a bit is
involved in such a change-over. Even so, the question has our attention, and wes would appreciate
receiving further opinions, also from other readers. In the meantime, a sincere ‘“&hank you!” to the
well-wishers, and indeed to all our subscribers, old and new.

As we already wrote in a previous issue, we have unfortunately been foorced to raise the
subscription rate as of January 1st, 1975. We had hoped to maintain our rate of $713.50 for another
vear, but due to the very rapid rise in costs for supplies and labour this proved irripossible. The new
rate is $15.00 per year. We would appreciate it if our readers would pay their subscription on an
annual basis, and if they would pay in advance. This will greatly fadltate the work of our
bookkeeper and reduce our administrative costs. :

We want to use this opportunity to express our gratitude to all who have give s of their time and
talents for our magazine. We are thinking of our local correspondents, and of ecourse also of our
contributors. In the final analysis, it is the latter who have made the magarine wwhat it is, and the
compliments we have received are a reflection on the quality of their wok A md on that of our
editors. Again a word of special thanks to the Rev. WW.}J. VanOene and Dr. W. Helder for the
excellent work which they, as editors, have done for “Clarion” in the pastyeas—.

it is our prayer that the Lord may sustain us all, and bless our efforts, so tha® also by this work
His church may be built, and His Name glorified.

Qur best wishes to vou all for the year 1975,

G KUIK
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An address defiversd on rfw occasion of the Annuaf Colfege
Fvening of the Theological Colfege of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches, é‘mvem*» or 8, 1974,

1. *NTRQ@UCWQ\%

Hsﬂ dogmatological disciplines are the proper sanc-
tuary o themogy .2 With these words Dy, Abrgham
Kuyper czgameé his zﬁggcuss;zm of the dogmatoiogical group
in the third volume of his famous Encyclopsedia of Sacred

Theology. Although | am convin ced that this exprassion is
not correct, one can understand that in his day and age Dr.
Kuyper stressed the significance of ﬁagmamsagy,

The nineteenth century had downgraded and down-
trodden Dogmatics, which in previous centuries had been
Theology as such or at least its main discipline. Kuyper
regarded this dethronement of Dogmatics as the fateful
consequence of a revolution that had deprived Theology of
its theclogical character and had transformed it into

cclesiology, a doctrine about the church. Schisiermacher,

the most influential theclogian of the nineteent
had brought Dogmatics under the discipiine of Church
History. The 1ask of Dogmatics shouid be nothing else than
to present a sysiematic exposition of the dogma of a
Christian church at a given moment of its Adstorical
development.

One may overlook Kuyper's oversiatement also be-
cause of the fact that i‘mama;emgv indeed ms an impor-
tant place in Theology. We are dealing witl
icance of Dogmatology for the training for the ministry.

2. NAME

in another respect one can wholeheartedly
Dr. A, Kuypsr, namely with respect o the name of this
group of theological disciplines.

When & yma Orangeville 1968 established ocur Thaol-
ogical College, it appointed among others a professor of
Systematic Theology. This is the name czcmmﬂﬂ‘y used on
the American continent, but there are at least w
tions agams% thiz designation.

First, itis no m.,ueﬁc, name, ? ¢ all theological study has
to be systematic. "Systematic” is a formal wept.
such it doss not indicate anything but the fact that one
treais his discipline in a methodical manner. th i
knowledpe is to %}9 systematic in this sense, for that matter,

“Syatematic” can also mean that one |
discover and disclose the coherence of t
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the gystem, of a certain science. Fwn if we think in this last
direction and regard the adjective “systematic” as a Lﬁeﬂ?&*
1o the systemn of doctring, we prefer the name Dogimatolo-

gv to that of Systematic Theology. For E‘f{}gmﬁii{)?'
§ﬁd§€’$e€?&}?} m&’}%‘{% ciearly the .@pﬁm?sa {:w;um af this ggram
theolog

&

century,

the science of Theology that deals with the dotinne of Hz:%j
Scripture as con dessed by the church. Al the ﬁ;ﬁcxg:*i;r% ot
this theclogical depariment circle around the dogrss, "the,
’?m".x.u%m&d and accepted doctrines of the church, ’
3. DOCTRINE :
Now in order to show the significance of Dogiaiol ﬁ5§¥“

for the waining for the ministry, 1 first would like o drawe
your attention o a group of words in i’he Mow Testament,
namely the words "“to zedch . “teaching” and “doctring’,
words that in the Greek of the New Testament are related
to one anocther. i
Alrsady in the gospels we read that our Lord Jesus
Christ went about the cities and villages, teaching in thelr

et

4

synagcgu  and preaching the gospel of the kingdom (Mt
4:23, 9:35) and z hat also the disciples preached and taught

(M. 8:301 W g preaching has the character of progla-
mation and is the as:%.ée;m of the herald of God's kingdom,
teaching brings us into i: @ ré‘ima te of instruction. A teacher
explains and Qhavv“ links and conne

We read in ths r:;cw;« m‘ Acts about the teaching of the
apostles. They taught accuraiely the Word of Go Q or the
11

ctions.

?hmgg“ ncerning the Lord Jesus Christ {Acts 18:17, 28:3Y
and the believers devoted themssives fo the apostiss’

t&aﬂhiﬁy {2:42),
When in his letter 1o the Colossians the apostle Paul
meantions his ministry, to make the word of God fully
known 1o the Gentiles, he speaks a% ut the riches of the
glory of this ”"sysiwy, which is Christ in vou, the hope of
glory, and he adds, “Him we m*aé‘;gam, warning every man
and feaching every man in alf wisdom, that we may present
every man mature in Christ” {1:28).
The same apostle thanks God that the Christians in
Rome have become obedient from the heart to the stan-
dard of teaching to which they were committed (Rom.

8:17)
Ecpaciaiiy n his letiers to Timothy and Titus, Paul
st time and again about doctring, the good doctrine,

ih %rziﬁ doctrine, the doctrine of God our Saviour, the
teaching which accords with godiiness.

When, in his first letter 1o Timothy, Paul had warmed
against false teaching, doctrines of demons, in which the
good creation of God was slandered, he immediately:
encourages and exhorts Tirnothy in this manner, “If vou
put these Instructions before the brathren, vou will be a
good minister of "“‘im t Jesus, nourished on the words of
the faith and of the good doctrine which you have
foliowed."" (4:6).

in his letter 1o aims the apostle siresses this require-
ment for a bisho rseer, “He must hold firm to the
sure word as Lamqim so that he may be able 10 géva
instruction in sound doctrine and also to confute those who
contradict i {1:8)

In the same vein the aaasﬂe John refers to the
loctrine, "Any one who | does not abide in the doctrine
of C;hrasf: doas not have md, he Wm abides in the dootrine
has both the Father and the Son® {2 Jhn. 8L

2 conclude that already in the Mew Testament
is connectsd with the proclamation of the gospel,
of a‘i‘gc has to be explained; s ampis\,atmns
0 LG light; its connections with previous

e shown; its content has to be set off
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against the ideas mff aise n%isg!QﬁS and it has tobe defended
over against heresies within the church jtself,

The author of the letier to the Hebrews even makes &



distinction between the first principles of God's Word, the
elementary doctrine of Christ, and the solid food, the more
mature knowledge of the truth. He exhorts his readers,
“Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrines of Christ
and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, with
instruction about ablutions, the laying on of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment” (Heb. 6:1,
2).

These quotations from Holy Scripture make it clear
that we may not fall prey to a contrast between a so-called
undoctrinal period of the early Christian church and the
stifing of the Christian proclamation into later ‘dogma.
There is indeed a distinction between the doctrine of Holy
Scripture and the dogmas of the church, but there is no
contrast between God's revelation in Holy Writ and the
development of church dogma as such.

4. SYMBOLICS

With this remark we make the transition to the first
discipline of Dogmatology, namely Symbolics. The name
Symbolics is derived from the noun symbol, and symbol in
this connotation means creed or confession. In Symbolics
we deal with the creeds and confessions of the church.

You may put it this way that, if in Dogmatology we
occupy ourselves with disciplines that circle around the
dogma of the church, we first of all have to find and know
that dogma. Where do we find the doctrines formulated
and accepted by the church? The answer is, in the symbols.

Symbolics, therefore, has as its object the creeds and
confessions of the church. This discipline has the task first
to establish the official text of the symbols, then to
investigate the origin of the creeds and confessions, and
finally to elucidate their expressions, explain their contents,
and show the connections within the confessional state-
ments of the church. One may speak of a literary-critical
task, a genetico-historical task and an exegetical task of
Symbolics.

It goes without saying that no one is able to study
Symbolics without taking a confessional stand himself. In
our Theological College at Hamilton we take the Reformed
stand. We teach the students on the basis of the Reformed
conviction and in agreement with the Reformed confes-
sions. The confessional standards of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches, the Three Forms of Unity, are in the
centre of our attention. Our students are to obtain a
thorough knowledge of the Reformed confessions, and
then especially of the Reformed confessions of those
churches in whose midst they desire 1o become ministers of
God’s Word. The lectures deal with a certain specific topic,
for instance the doctrine about the church in the Reformed
confessions, and the students have to learn by heart the
contents of the Heidelberg Catechism and, in the main line,
of the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dort.

If someone would be afraid that this attention for the
Reformed confessions makes for narrowminded ministers,
he only shows that he does not really know the Reformed
confessions and their catholic character.

In the line of Article 9 of the Belgic Confession we pay
good attention also to the ecumenical creeds. We study
the background, history and contents of the so-called
Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed and Athanasian Creed. It is
“important for Reformed ministers-to-be to know the signif-
icance of the well-chosen expressions of these ecumenical

creeds.

Around, or over against, these Tk
and these ecumenical creeds there are
and dectrinal statements to be studied.
Symbolics we especially deal with the docume
Second Vatican Council in order to give the stuc
opportunity to become acquainted with the conti
controversy between Reformation and Rome.

Our heart-commitment to the Reformed confess
does not exclude such study, as some “‘ecumeniacs’ mlgfht
think; rather, it renders it challenging and profitable. o

It is clear that Symbolics is an important part of
Dogmatology and that it is of great value for the training for
the ministry. In preaching, in Catechism instruction, in all
aspects of the work of a minister, it will become evident
whether he has a thorough knowledge of the creeds and
confessions of the churches or not.

A congregation that loves the Reformed doctrine - not
because of that doctrine as such, but because of its
Scripturality - will always thankfully notice when in preach-
ing and teaching its minister manifests himself as a truly
Reformed man.

5. DOGMATICS

We now come to the discipline of Dogmatics. Dogma-
tics is the scientific reflection upon the truth concerning
God and concerning His creatures in their mutual relation-
ship, which truth God has revealed in His Word and the
church has confessed in obedience to this Word.

Again we begin with the dogmas of the church. The
Belgic Confession e.g. speaks about the triune God, His
revelation, Holy Scripture; about the creation of the cos-
mos, of the angels and of man; about man’s fall into sin
and God’s eternal election: about Christ’'s Person, His work
and His benefits; about the church of Christ and its offices;
about the means of grace, Word and sacraments; and
about the consummation of God’s work of redemption in
the glorious coming of our Lord and Saviour.

It is the task of a dogmatician to take all these
wonderful topics, one by one, and first to go back to Holy
Scripture as the only rule of faith. In close cooperation with
his colleagues of the bibliological department, he has to
study what God has revealed in His Word about a particular
aspect of His truth. For this cooperation with the professor
of Old Testament and the professor of New Testament |
think especially of Historia Revelationis, the discipline that
deals with the history of revelation. Dogmatics has to be
fed by Scripture, and because in Dogmatics we are aiming
at the system of truth, we are especially interested in what
the study of the Scriptures vyields in a comprehensive
manner. We are interested in a survey of God's revelation in
Old and New Testament, e.g. of His revelation about
creation, or His revelation abowt sin, or about reconciliation
and atonement. ‘

If | think about the future of Reformed Dogmatics,
after Hodge, Warfield, Kuyper, Bavinck and Schilder, |
hope that in this direction, of close cooperation betwee
Bibliology and Dogmatology, new development might
found. ~~

Furthermore, it is the task of the dogmatician to
the connections between the truths of Scriptu
therefore also to expose the relations between the
elements of the dogmas of the church. i

In this twentieth century we are possibly mo
than certain predecessors of the nlneteenth =




be impossible to build
ly finished theoretic

Bre More aware o it will
a dogmatic sys 1 as a complete
structure. Paul's m;::m“s?cra of amazement weighs heavily
on our consciousness, 'O the depth of the riches and
wisdom and knowledge of God! How =5:*3aazchaa}!w are His
judgments and how in 'va,n.uab%,, His ways!” (Rom. 11:33).
On the other hand, this modesty may not entice us
laziness or disorder in thinking. Dogmatics seeks to com-
bine the dogmas into a systematic whole. [t wants to
dﬁwﬁdvﬁf the connecting links between the separate dog-
mas. Dogmatics wants to expose for instance the connec-

tion between the doctrine about sin as guilt and as
poliution, the doctrine about Christ's rightecusness and
holiness and the doctrine about our justification and

sanctification. Especially when we deal with the truth of the
Word of God, we have to think in an orderly manner. We
may not be »Oﬂ‘”u:ﬁd in our thinking and we may not
carhugu others either.

The apos ta ?au% prayed for the
they might be filled with the knowledge
spiritual wisdom and mdemtasﬂdmg {Col. 1 )
might have all the riches of assured u ,mﬂ&iazzdinﬁ awj the
knowledge of God's mystery, of Christ, wh m are h
the treasures of wisdom and knowl Odg@
become a good instrument for the Hoy bm:t in His
answering this prayer, 2 minister has to study the doc t:me
of Holy Scripture and the dogmas of d"e church. How e
would we obtain power 1o comprehend with all the wams
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and
to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge
{Eph. 3:18, 19)7

congregations that
{

g
God's will
4

l‘.?l

cian is to show something of this
breadth and ?engﬁ“ and :L ;g%ﬂ and depth Qf the truth of
God in Christ Jesus. Becat ;ﬂ:e this can only be dcm’ﬁ in the
communion of saints as Paul indicates, also in communion
with the sainis of the past, dﬂymauc ian has to study the
history of a’agma

Here the dogmatician reaches the hand to the man of
the emﬁewmisgscm department. Study of Church History
and study of the history of dogma are closely related. When
in Dogmatics we deal e.g. with the doctrine of the Person
of our Lord Jesus Christ - God and man in one Person - we

eed to study the history of the Christological dogma, and
this history is interwoven with the history of the church of
Christ in the fourth and fifth centuries.

This relationship between the study of Dogmatics and
the study of Church History is to be seen alsc in another
respect. A following task of thv? dogrnatician is namely the
defense of the doctrine of Scripture as expressed in im
dogma of the church. He has to demonstrate and to fie?e,
the doctrine of truth over against heresies and deviations.

Now it is os" scisely in the struggle against heresies Wm% the

dogmas of the church have come about time and again. A
thorough knowledge of the history of dogma therefore will

open the eves io deviations from the truth in the
me that are similar to heresies in the past.

Although we stress that Dogmatics finds its starting-
point in the dogmas of the church and is related to the
study of Church History, we do not mfgei that Holy
Scripiure is the only rule of faith. Therefore, we have to go
back from the dogmas of the church to the revelation of
God, and the demonstrative task of the dogmatician is to
w@ve the doctrine of the church to be in agresement wit
Holy Writ. Scripture proof will occupy an important place in
Reformed Diogmatics.

present
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The Word of God is also the norm for the critical task
of Dogmatics. We have o try to dﬁveéag the dogmas of the
church and to improve them where improvement may be
necessary. We touch mat which Dr. K. Schilder called the
sympathe é{: f:ﬁtst‘a character of Reformed Dogmatics;
sympathetic with regard *.,a the confessions of the church,
and critical b cause Holy Scripture is, and remains, the only
mzw ﬁ*‘ fas th, Duﬂz'fb decrees or statutes are not of equal
the truth of God, since the truth is above all'{cf.
)rt. "?, Ba%gm Lyﬂﬁ*. 530“

What now is the E»I gnificance of this study of Dogma-
for the tra n%;.g for the ministry? The answer is already
fiedin t mq remarks. A minister has to learn 1o
d to present the truth of
f.'if f»’o d, t%‘:e uam W‘ Lf he gospel, in an orderly
i the word of truth (2 Tim.
rers the whole counssl of
s 20:27). o teach ha’{ befits sound doctrine
(Tit, 2:1), to rzwe instruction in sound c% ctrine and also to

7 % contradict it {Tit. 1:8). But he is not able
s not have a mﬁmugh knowledge of this
of Saﬂfrapm. and if he does not know how
this doctrine has been contradicted in the history of the
church of Christ and ’na been defended by the bride of
Christ in her creeds and ccn?ﬂﬁmm

It the doctrinal truths of Scripture an
the Reformed churches, their reéato 18
with each other, do not form the backg
the structure of preaching and teacl nmj, m miinistry of the
Word will deteriorate. Sermons will becomﬁ nothing but
religious @aﬂdyvd{:ks, they will be far removed from that
solid food prescribed to the church of all ages by the Holy
Spirit in His letter to the Hebrews.

And what will 2 minister do in Cate&chésm class if he
himself is not rau;swd by the words of the faith and of
the ¢ oau‘ doctrine {| Tim. 4:6)? Caiﬂshsﬁm instruction will
dexeg ale into Ges:guss*gm about whaq Um‘ﬂe young people
think m@ur’ram because it is the lates i, while they do
not yet know the truth of God's @ch, aammitied to and
confessed by the catholic church, the church of all ages.
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8. ETHICS

In the meantime we do not forget that teaching in the
Q"ﬁpzwai sense of the wm’d has also an ethical aspect
“Let the word of Christ dwell in vou richly, as you tﬁsaah

and admonish @ne angther in all wisdom,”” Paul exh(sﬁs the
Colossians (3:16). “Teach and urge these duties,” he writes
to Timothy and he states as the purpose of admonition
“that the name of God and the teaching may not be
defamed” {I Tim. 8:‘5 2). So in Scripture, teaching is aiso
@fmca% in character, It deals with Christian conduct or way

In the same manner the dogmas of the church are
ethical as well as ﬂncmrm in nature. Think of the last and
largest part of the Heidelberg Catechism; the Lord’s Days
32 - B2 deal with the law of God and with the Lord's prayer.
itis rm§y' fm practical reasons that we distinguish between
Dogmatics and Ethics. Dogmatics speaks about the teach:
m:} qf mcm*‘w& concer Nznq that which we are to belleve;
eaching of Scripture concerning that

thics in a systematic
i of Gad to wh'ﬁch man is 1o .
attention is ’f‘na §g.w of
'} and thg

manner the i
conform himseif. in the centre of :
God, especially the fords




which the church has confessed as the contents of God's
law.

Cooperation with the exegetes of Old and New Testa-
ment is necessary also in this part of Dogmatology. Again
the history of revelation is important in order to understand
correctly the contents of the obligation of man’s will to the
will of God (cf. Art. 25 Belgic Confession).

What now is the significance of this study of Ethics for
the training for the ministry?

Well, in preaching and teaching the minister of God’s
Word has to admonish and exhort. He has to deliver what
the apostle Peter calls the holy commmandment (2 Pet. 2:21).
He has to teach the congregation knowledge and discern-
ment, so that they may approve what is excellent and may
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ (Phil. 1:10).
Children of God may not be conformed to this world, but
are to be transformed by the renewal of their mind, that
they may prove what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect (Rom. 12:2).

Reformed Ethics cannot simply repeat the wisdom of
handbooks of previous centuries. Today we are placed
before such matters as abortion, nuclear weapons, birth
control, unionism, mercy killing, and so on. Christians must
take important new ethical decisions time and again.
Therefore we have to study the Ten Words of God's
covenant in the context of the whole Mosaic law and of the
history of revelation. We have to study the impact of the
development of technology, organization and natural sci-
ence on modern society in order to give knowledgeable
answers to modern problems.

One may understand the significance of this study of
Reformed Ethics for ministers-to-be. They are to preach the
will of God in this twentieth century, to give guidance, to
admonish and to reprove. We think of what is calied
pastoral counseling. Here Dogmatology reaches the hand
to Diaconiology - the disciplines that circle around the
offices in Christ’s church - and even then we are aware of
the tremendous task and of our own weaknesses and
shortcomings.

7. MODERN THEOLOGY

We have yet to mention two disciplines which Synod
Orangeville 1968 indicated as the task of what it called the
Professor of Systematic Theology. It is Modern Theology
and Philosophy.

Modern Theology can be classified under what Kuyper
called Statistics of Dogma. The task of this discipline is to
explain the state of affairs in the development of dogma in
the present time. It is the attempt to orientate oneself with
regard to the various and diverse movements in contem-
porary theology.

| mention some names to give you an impression. In
this course Modern Theology we deal with Karl Barth, Emil
Brunner and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, with Paul Tillich and
Reinhold Niebuhr, with Teilhard de Chardin, Jurgen Molt-
mann and Wolfhart Pannenberg, with Berkouwer and
Kuitert, with Van Til and Schilder.

It is evident that a Reformed theological student has to
learn to discern the spirits, also and especially the spirits of
his own time. ’Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits to see whether they are of God; for many false
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 Jhn. 4:1). Study
of Modern Theology is necessary for a clear photographic
picture of the phenomena in Dogmatology of our own days
in order to distinguish between. that which Reformed

theologians have to promote and develop, and that ‘wh

they have to combat and ward off.
Shepherds are to use the rod and the staﬁ in gu;dmg

and safeguarding the flock of Christ Jesus. '

8. PHILOSOPHY

With a view to this calling of pastors and teachers we
also study some Philosophy. Philosophy is an independent
science. When in Dogmatology we, nevertheless, take up
some study of philosophy, it is because of the influence
philosophy has exercised upon theology in the past and still
exercises in the present.

Augustine cannot be understood without some know-
ledge of Neo-Platonism; Thomas Aquinas was influenced
by Aristotle; modern theologians follow the pattern of
thinking set by Kierkegaard, Marx, Heidegger or Wittgen-
stein. We could easily multiply these examples.

Now in order to become competent at least to notice
this impact of certain philosophies on theology, we offer a
course [ntroduction to Phifosophy. Because we study
philosophy only as an auxiliary science, we restrict our-
selves to a discussion of the philosophy of cosmonomic
idea and of the history of modern philosophy.

9. CONCLUSION

We come to a conclusion of this survey of the
dogmatological disciplines, mentioned in the curriculum of
our Theological College at Hamilton.

We still do not agree with Dr. Kuyper's characteriza-
tion of Dogmatology as the proper sanctuary of Theology,
but we are confirmed in our conviction that it rightly
possesses its own living quarters. Dogmatology is impor-
tant for the training for the ministry.

When in Ephesians 4 the apostle Paul portrays the gifts
of the ascended Christ, he mentions also ministers of the
Word of God. He calls them pastors and teachers, given for
the equipment of the saints, for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ; so that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness, in
deceitful wiles (Eph. 4:11-14). There you have the signifi-
cance of the study of the truth of God’'s Word, negatively
over against false doctrine and also positively for the
growth of the congregation of Christ into maturity.

When in our days our Canadian nation is considering a
revised version of 'O Canada’’ which will become Canada’s
national anthem, the most familiar and most repeated line is
in discussion: O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. .

Let Canadian Reformed people not forget that in his
first letter to Timothy the apostle Paul describes the church
of the living God as the pillar and bulwark of the truth
(3:15). He concludes this same letter with the personal,
urgent exhortation, "0 Timothy, guard what has been
entrusted to you . . .” The sound doctrine is like a fixed
deposit, like a treasure deposited for safe keeping. There
are bankrobbers though, and therefore Paul admonishes,
“Avoid the godiess chatter and contradictions of what is
falsely called knowledge...”” {6:20). ‘

Dogmatology makes you sing: O Gospel Truth
stand on guard for thee.

JFA
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER

On Monday night, November 4, delegates to the General
Synod and members of the churches in the vicinity of
Toronto joined in a service of worship and prayer. The
service was conducted by the chairman of the previous
Synod, the Rev. G. VanDooren.

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14; Colossians 1:11-20
Text: Colossians 3:15-17
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Tonight is supposed to be a praver meeting. A praver
meeting for the work of the Synod which is going to open
tomorrow morning at 2 o’cliock.

| assume thal vou agree with me that you cannot
saparate the General Synod from the Churches that send
the delegates; therefore it is also, and it should be, & praver
meeting for the Churches, Anyway, this being a prayer
meeting, we keep in mind what we confess in our
Catechism Lord’s Day 45 that for a prayer three things are
necessary, at least. In the first place you have to know the
right address. We go to our heavenly Father who adopted
ug in sovereign grace. In the second place we stress that
we have to know right thoroughly our need and misery
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before we can pray. And finally, we pray not as hopeless
people, but as those who put their hands upon the Lamb
of God and appeal to Jesus Christ who is our righteous-
ness, our holiness and our everything.

And thus we have, at the very start, arrived at the
central doctrine of the Church of all ages. The central
doctrine which was rediscovered by the great Reformation
and that must be repeated every Sunday, lest we forget.

And what is that central doctring? It is that Jesus
Christ is the passe-partout over all our sins and miseries.
And that is the mystery of the Church at the same time.

The Church is a mystery. You can sing about the
Church; we did already. You sing with Psalm 137: | exalt
her above the highest of my joys. You can_sing about her
with the words of Psalm 48: Go round about her and see
her beauty. The Church is the most beautiful thing in all
tirme, in all the world. But certainly not because the people
in the Church are such nice people! Because - what is the
Church at the same time? The Church is the sum-total of
those who confess in Lord’s Day 44 that even the holiest
among them has only 2 small beginning of obedience. The
Church is the sum-total of people who celebrate the Lord's
Supper becauss they confess that they lie in the midst of
death.




And these considerations led us, in the choice of our
ie *:w:, o the twin-sisters of the let s Eoh
to the Colossians, written by F;ﬂi from prison in Bome,
Two special letters. What is so special about them? | think
that the late Dr. Greildanus found what it was when he
wrote his Intreduction to Ephesians {(and the same goes *’i:m
ﬁi)“‘;ﬁ%dﬁ’" because they were written in the same days an

pam ilel in many respects). He expr ressed his amazement
ﬁm the addressees of these two lefters must have been
;ﬂ.-eogﬁa who were highly developed in thelr knowledge of
Christian doctrine. I you read a piece like Ephesians 1, as
we did, and if vou read Colossians 1 and if vou ses how
Paul expresses himself and uses the whole dictionary, and
even makes some new words, and in very complicated
sentences describes the greatness of God's redemption in
Jesus Christ who is preeminent above everything, then Paul
must have been sure that those who received these letter
could undersiand what he wrote. They were Christians in
the highest grade, aduits in Christian doctrine. And then
{and that is the reason for the amazemeni which prof.
Greijdanus expressed), at the same time in these two letters
vou find Paul, in the second part, busy with the ABC of
Christian LIFE. In the highest grade in the knowledge of
Christian doctrine, and maybe in the kindergarien of
Christian love. And he has to spell out to both the
Ephesians and Colossians, word by word like you teach
little children: What did you do now with this knowledge?
What did you put off, what did you put on? As far as that is
concernad, | suggest that these two letters have bean
written also to the Canadian Reformed Churches,

Now, this should not make you downhearted, should
not make you downcast right away, because we are now
just approaching the mystery of the Gospel If you agrese
with the words from the Form for the celsbration of the
Lord’s Supper and the answer to the gusstion why we go
to the Lord’s Supper, then you confess that we are nothing
in ourselves, but that we come because we seek owur
salvation OUTSIDE ourselves, in Jesus Christ. That is why
we confess that, as far as we are concerned, we lie in the
midst of death. If
salvation outside ourselves, and that that is the whole
Gospel, and that all that is what the Church is all about; #md
that vou as an individual and the Church as a community,
till your fast breath and till the last day have to seek your
salvation outside yourself in Him in Whom dwells all the
fulness of God's love and mercy, then certainly it does not
make you downhearted when we S?a with reminding
ourseives that we are nothing in ourselves. Then Paul
reduces the second part of both §ettﬂ f»; am’i summarizes it in
one formula: Put off, put on. Put off the old nature, put on
the new nature. You can even say it in one word, as in
Romans, and then you hear itt Put on Christ. There you
have it: Put on Christ,

However miserable sinners we are, put on Christl
Therefore the Church is not a gathering where peopls weep
and cry all the time - although you may do it now and then
when vou think about your sine - but it is place that
resounds with Psalms and Hymns and Spirftual Songs. And
this is the gospel that | may preach 1o you as an
introduction to our prayer for the General Synod and for
the Churches in general.

PUT ON CHRIST, AND
WITH SONGS

THE CHURCH WiLL RESOUND
OF THANKSGIVING

This putting on is explained in three ways include:
& g s

you agree with that, that we seek our

st referee among y{m
Hs* dwell among you
Chist dominate vou in every respect.

§

Let the psace of Christ referee among vou. | realize,
heloved, that this service s not a prayer meeting afzcmé‘svg
, ; ch Qirder. There is such an Article,
You krow that Wi”ﬁﬂ?? aﬁz is some special afflication Wm:%
is feit through all the Churches, a day of fastmg and prayer
can be called. | reslize i’mt this prayer meeting is not in the
first place meant to be ;haa And yet, will this Svyrrod that
starts tomorrow and will meet for some time, will this
Synod forget Jerusalem and will we be able to forget
Jerusalem? Can we keep silent tonight about the need of
the Church to put off and to put on? And this is: to put on
Christ. What then is our need and misery? | do not have w©
speak about that ugly heresy that threatened the Church at
Colossae and that Paul describes in the second chapter.
That sectarianism that is so attractive becsuse it comes
with a fot of do’s and donts and if you only follow the list
vou are fine and aarzd\g 4 sectarianism that sounds so plous
and so spiritual, but finds its centre in the Christian and not
inn Christ and marefaee is called by Paul nothing else but an
indulgence in the flesh. Do | have to spesk about that in

etail? Do | have 1o spesk about the danger of an attitude
in which we lose the true ecumenicity of the Church of
Jesus Christ and of Christ Himself? Do | have to speak
about the lack or the loss of the first love that many of us
remember? You are not g stranger in Jerusalem. | know
that many appeals are waiting downstairs; it looks like a
mountain, But we know for sure that if anyone says, and
thinks, that knowing the pure doctrine alone makes for a
God-pleasing Church, then he gives the lie to those
twin-sisters, the epistles to the Ephesians and the Colos-
sians, and tg Jesus Christ Hirmself. Because Paul says: Let
the peace of Christ referse armong vou. “Letl” YWe have 1o
do something in this respect, and we must realize that we
can also do the opposite.

Now let us first get dd of some miauﬁdgrﬁtanqu% as
far as the meaning of the expression “the peace of Christ”
is concerned. It does not mean that you have peace with
God through Jesus Christ. Yes, that is wonderfull That is
the heart of vour life. Butthat is not what Paul means here.
Moy does he mean that wherr vou have the result of the
justification by feith only, that you have a peacefu! feeling
in your heart, which ncbody can take away. [t means,
simply, {as directed to the Chuerch as a whole} the peaceful
relationship between the members of the ong-and-the-same
Church of Christ. That becosrmes clear from the previous
Verses: We«“«‘ shau%ﬂ’ put on,.. etc. But also from the second
part of vs. 18 where Paul wites: 1o which you were called
in one body”. The peace of Christ is the peace betwesn the
members of the Church.

Now, this peace is not im1 ws. You have been immi-
grants, you come from difereant backgrounds wvith differ-
ances of opinions and hobbies, also in theological matters.
Many men, many minds, That peace is not in us, it is the
peace of CHRIST. That mesnss: peace is in Him as Head of
the Body. He has made peace. That peace is in heaven.
Because sverything we have s in heaven, We are told,
sometimes, that the real thing is here. Nol The real thing is
where Christ is. There is our 5Lﬁ@izf*c:}ﬂaﬁ our holiness, alsc
our peace. it is outside suselves, in HIM,

But let that peace, which He esisblished, bs the
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refores between us. We are in Him. That s the only
possibility. The word “rule” means refores, be umpirs,
grpftrate among vou. Does ot the Bible say theny In vour
hearis? Yes, but among you i1 must start in vour hearts,
vour hearts are unwilling 1o listen, and if the heants of those
who wrote appesls, o of the sixiesn meambers of Synod are
urwilling 1o listen, then i stands to reason that you do not
et Ohrist referee among you. But then you should slso
know - vou know -how it goes with g referee - that i we do
not et that pesce of Christ referee in our hearis and in our
actions, the referes has the last word, And if vou do not
listen, off you go, io the penaity-box, and &l thet you write
goes into the wasie-paper basketl.

And then Paul throws in: And be thankful. That is not
2 stop-gap. He uses it three timas. Why does he write that
here? This is the gospel againt Be thankfull | would like 1o
use it gt the beginning of Svnod, in any conflict between
prothers of one house and at the end. In whatever
disagreemant, in whatever s disturbing, 18t us begin with
being thankful. Because the Church of Jesus Christ s the
only community in the world where conflicts can he solved.
i sometimes looks as if the Thurch is the place where vou
find ali the fighting; and vet, because it is the body of Jesus
Christ and the peace is in Hirmn, outside ourselves, lst's be
thankful before we start and et us hope and pray that we
can also usse it afterwards - after conflicts have been solved,
after decisions have been {aken - that then the Church may
sesound with Psalms and MHyrns and spiritual Songs. May
there be lots of reasons to sing when the Acts of Synod are
published. And thus, by throwing in these words Paul leads
us into a worship service of the early Church because he
continues and says: Let the Word of Christ dwell richly
BITIONG YOUu.

it

Paul leads us and whispers in our ears: Look and listen!
L et the Word of Christ dwell in vou richly. This is certainly a
praver which is fitting for tonight. | am not going to give
vou an outline of the whole agenda that the convening
Church has put togsther, | would need the whole alphabet,
and even then mavbe, another. All these Hlems can be
reduced to two groups. The one group in which the Word
of God is directly deait with, e.g. matiers with regard to the
training for the ministry, the College, the Version of the
Bible, transiation of the Catechism, and the instruction of
the youth of the Church. The Word of Christ is directly
involved in these matters. And then the other iHams, in
which it is involvad indirectly, in this sense that there are all
kinds of things to be discussed and resolved, decisions o
he taken and appesis 10 be deall with. That has tc be done
acoording to the Waord of God. If there is one prayer
nacessary for the Church it is this prayer, that the Word
of Christ may dwsll in yvou richiy.

But, vou say: You arg talking about a Svnod. We sse
nathing of such g Synod in the text. Paul leads us into the
early worship! What a difference with the kind of worship
we know. All so official, so stiff and so starchy! We il walk
ajong the besten tracks. No one ever, In our Church,
interrupts the minister with a8 Hallelujgh or an Amen. We
hide our feelings and emotions. Let's roll back this stiff
business 10 that spontanesous Chureh e we find here In vs,
18. A Church where sveryone can take the floor, where we
do not have & one-man business and where sveryone
istens respectfully {whether he actually dees s another
matter), Let’s have a sewvice where someong can stand up
and speak a word of admonition. That's whal the Bible

savel As you teach and admonish each other and sing
together. Obviously it happened in the sarly Church that
somecns walked in and said: | have 2 song. May | sing #7
Lat us sing it 1ogsther.

Shalt we go back?

Who is 1alking? Who says: Let's rolf back - to what he
then understands from vs, 187

Can you no longer sing Pselm 48, or 122, or 467 And
ging about the Chureh? And i vousit in Chiurch and listen
and then realize that Christ has given pastors and teachers,
Do | have to el you that i I8 not 8 one-man business? Do
you think that the minister is doing the job? if that is your
attitude then you had better go home and ask for forgive-
ness and repeniance, because you are sinning every
Sunday. Do you not know the pastoral Episties; Timothy
and Titus? Do vou not know that Pau!l had 1o wrile a letter
to the Church at Corinth, whers everything went so
sponianesousiy that it threaiened to become a mess? And
et he wroie 2 letler 1o bring some order, because
evervthing in the House of God ought to go in good order?
Did he not speak later about elders o be appointed, about
pastors and tsachers, angels of the Church, messangers of
Jesus Christ?

What does Paul say? Let the Word of Christ dwell
richly among vou. Do not understand “the Word of Christ”
as the Bible, period! This is the only time where the Bible,
God's Word, speaks about the Word of Christ. 1t must be
something special. Commentators point to the fact that
Paul reminds us of the words of Christ Himself, Paul shows
that he knows the teaching of Christ, and Christ in Hig tum
summarizes the Law and the Prophsts: Love the Lord vour
God sbove all, and vour neighbour as vourself. 1t also
means: The Word of Christ that has HIM as the contents.
Jesus Christ is the centre of every page of the Bible. The
Word of Christ is Christ Himself as He is known among us,
as He proclaims his Word, and as Hs sends his Holy Spirit
o make his Word effective.

This way of speaking forbids us 10 use the Bible as a
dictionary or as an encyclopsdia, so that we could make
all sorts of decisions and afterwards 1ry 1o find a few texts
and affix them 10 our decision, which we ourselves make.
The Word of Christis Christ as He Himself is present in the
prociamation of the gospel and in his Word that He gave us
from beginning 1o the end.

Lat this Word of Christ dwell among us richly, Not in
passing, now in gluing a text here and finding another
there, but let the Word dwel. Among youl As a congre-
gation of Christ, Let it take up residence In vour mind, in
your discussions and decisions, so thet whatever vou do is
done in the mind of Jesus Christ.

But not only ministers have to prociaim this Word of
Christ, Not only a Synod has to take this Word as a
guideline in every respect. The whole congregation hap-
pens to be ancinted. Happens 1o be prophets, priests and
kings. How is that among us, brothers and sisters? Are we
admonishing, exhorting and bullding up each other? And in
wisdom, as Paul says. Not in a conceited way, not in a
stupid way, hurting each other. But wisely, with wisdom,
Are we building up sach other? Are we multiplving the
Word we hear on Sunday? Are we multiplyving it among us,
so that the Church becomes filled with gratitude and
happiness? Teaching and edifying sach other? What doss it
afl boil down 1o In this second admonition? Put on Christl
Ag simple as that. And then the Church will burst at the
seams. Hearis will be overflowing with thankfulness. We




will sing Psalms and also Hymns and spiritual Songs. YWe
are not going to know it better than Paul And the Synod
will know what it has 1o do: sirtke from or even improve
that Book of Praise - that it can serve as an instrument that
{and now |t say it in Duich) s Feeren Huls van weugde
druisal That we shake the ground with the songs of
defiverance, Then wea will chase away the devil. He loves
bickering, he loves confiicts, tugs-of-war, In which we try to
get things done our way. But as soon as we sing togeather
he does not know how fast to get away, because he cannot
five in 8 Church which resounds with the songs of
thankfulness,
i

And then Paul interrupis himself. He staried 1o build
up & list, he added several things., Then all of a sudden he
says: And whatever you do! if you only get the messags.
Whatever you do in word and deed, do everything in the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him. Paul is not going to give us a long list.
He says: You do not have to know all the detalls; you find
that out for vourselves. If you only get the message. Al
that vou do, do it in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Let
the Name of Christ dominate you. In all that you do.

Here g third need is being laid bare in our Churchas,

Parmit me to give you an sexample. The yearbook of
our Churches shows that there is 2 gap between page 2
and 3. On page 2 beautiful things are being said about the
marks of the true Church and the wonderful Confessions
we have. How rich are we., Un the other page are found the
Statistics: ciose to 8,000 mambers. You know how much
we grew in one vear? Fifty-eight members. Less than 1%,
igss than the national average. That is closs 1o & standstiil
While the fields are white for harvest! The Church of
Toronto cannot find a missionary., What is that? We are 80
rich, Can't we sell it? Is there a gap, is there a cradibility
agap? You say: We do a lot for preserving the Church and
that is the most Important thing. Look at the growing
number of Canadian Reformed Schools we have. if you
want to be thankiul, | would be the first, | thank the Lord
for all these biessings HMe has given us. That i not the
point, But who would suggest that we divide up the praver
1o “preserve’” and “incrsase’’?

You wonder why | am saying that. Because of what
Paul says: And whatever you do in word and deed. if vou
could understand Greek vou would be able 1o taste what he
is saving. it is not addressed to individuals, but it s a
congregational word, said to the Church as a whole. What
yvou do must be creative, positive in waord and dead. We
must be living walkie-talkies; we must speak and walk and
tive in this world: How rich we are.

Now you ses why Paul speaks here of the Lord Jasus
Chrigt, Who has dominion over all things, siiting in the
throne of God, in whom we are more than congueras, who
dominates sl life, also in Canada and the United States. “in
the Name of Christ” does not mean that vou do it at his
command, It means that vou are IN that Name, you are
surrounded by it That is the atrnosphere you breaths iy
That is the whole climaie of the Name of the Lord. THAT |
our riches.

He is the King, He is the congueror, And the time will
not be long - 1 hope - that He will coms and with one
breath will destroy 2l his enemies. Now being soldiers of
such a King, whatever you as Church, as Church members,
do in word and deed, do it within the Lordly Mame of Jesus
Christ, Thaet is within his Foval Gloryl
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And He raceived vou from the Father who raised Him
from the dead and received Him in His throne: You are
royal children, sinnerst

And that iz the message for us, for Syned, Synod has
o preserve, o corect, to be faithful, but never o be
negative. A Svnod has to be positive. And although Synod
s the lowest assembly, vet in all thelr work there should be
the echo of the words of Moses: Tell the children of israsi
to go forward.

Go forth in His sevice, be strong in His might,
To conguer ail evil and stand for the right,

Finally, whatever vou do - | don't have to tell vou
everyihing, Paul says - do it with that name of the Lord
Jesus among you, then you will bear much fruit., We are
empty, He is full

We put on Christ, and we bow our kness and thank
the Father for this inexpressible gift. Beloved in the Lord,
we arg nothing, we have nothing, we can do nothing. The
Church is a mystery. We have a Saviour, Christ. it is gl
outside purseives in Jesus Christ,

¥ you live like that, vou will suffer, from peopls. They
will laugh at you; they will hate you. Do not worry. Put on
Christ! It is gl in Him. And that is all there is to i

For @ Synod, for a congregation, for a2 sinner.

Put on Christ!

Then vou can sing, now and forever!
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Rev. £S5 Cnogsen
Addresses Synod

Representing the Netherlands sister churches, the Rev. S.S.
Cnossen addressed the General Synod of Toronto in the
evening session of Thursday, November 7, 1974:

Esteemed brethren, delegates to this synod, and advisers,

It gives me great pleasure to address you in the name
of your sister churches, the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands.

From the days your churches were organized and even
before that time our churches have taken a keen interest in
the weal and woe of the Reformed people who left the Old
Country.

We were always sure that your Churches felt the same
way with respect to ours.

However, up to this time the mutual feelings of
sympathy and solidarity did not result in invitations to
attend each others’ General Synods by means of formal
representation.

Our Committee for Correspondence with Churches
Abroad instructed me to express its appreciation for the
fact that you were the first to ask us to cross the Atlantic.
This is where you have beaten us.

Our committee feels sorry that it could not send at
least two delegates. We are aware of the fact that one man
cannot very well speak for the churches he is supposed to
stand for. | am willing to make available to your assembly
all the information | have concerning our Churches and also
with regard to the contacts we have with churches abroad,
but even so | am confident that you have more to give than
| can possibly provide you with.

One of the things we would like to learn from you is
how you manage to finish your synodical agenda in a
couple of weeks whereas our Synods meet for months. The
reason for this dissimilarity is certainly not to be found in
the number of entries on the respective agendas. It is most
remarkable that many of the important matters that you
have to deal with are also on the agenda of our synod,
which will convene at Kampen in April 1975.

You will have to discuss and to decide upon proposals
with regard to your Book of Praise. Our synod will take up
the matters of a new rhymed version of the Psalms and of a
possible enlargement of the number of Hymns.

You are going to discuss a new translation of the
Heidelberg Catechism. We expect our synod to decide
upon a reproduction in modern Dutch of both the other
Forms of Unity.

The Church at Toronto asks for a decision on women's
voting rights. Our synod will find on its agenda a report of a
committee appointed by the synod of Hattem dealing with
the very same matter.

- You will have to take action upon a proposed revision
of the Church Order. The synod of Kampen is supposed to
deal with a similar recommendation.

- With us most of these matters have been on the
agendas of many a synod in the past. Decisions were
delayed not so much by the proverbial verbosity of the
Dutch as by the sad internal struggle of the sixties for the
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soundness of doctrine and respect for the rules for chur
government which the churches have agreed upon.

Almost all the energy we were able to muster was
used up in this conflict of great importance for the surv
of a truly Reformed Church. So many issues had to wavtf
final settlement. .

Stunned as we were by the pain caused by a los:
nearly a quarter of our membership, no time was left
licking the sores. .

Much had to be done that had been left undone. A‘
many of those men who undoubtedly had great qualities,
were no longer available. We thank God that He prospﬂred;i
the way of our churches.

Even in the midst of the strife they remained aware
that they had to carry on the work that had been started in
the more quiet years of the fifties. “

Particularly two circumstances favourably influenced
the course of events.

First of all: we had regained the solid basis on which to
stand. The confessicnal Creeds and scriptural principles of
Reformed church government are no longer subjected to
doubt and uncertainty. ;

And next: we experience among our people a new
willingness to cope with the exceptionally great challenge
of this era, marked by new forms of revolutionary thought
and movements. Particularly encouraging is the eagerness
of young people to take their share of the burden. ,

It is a matter of rejoicing that many of them further the
cause of the Gospel in summertime on campings and other
holiday-resorts.

Those who study at universities are well aware of their
calling toward Church and society. The time that the
churches lost quite a number of this last category belongs
to the past.

Much of this spiritual recovery is due to the present
situation at the seminary of the churches. Its professors are
hard-working men. Whilst in the mid-sixties the number of
those enrolied at the seminary never was above 25, now
this number has passed the 100-mark. With few exceptions
they all want to serve in the ministry. The willingness to
serve in missionary work is on the increase. ‘

Another reason for gratefulness is the growth of the
churches as far as their membership is concerned. This
growth is mostly due to the fact that our birth-rate is not
diminishing. At the same time in our country many class-
rooms become empty, we have to build additional class-
rooms and even schools. Whilst there is more and more
unemployment among teachers, we still have a shortage in
this respect, though both in Groningen and Amersfoort
more than 100 young men and women are being trained for~~
the teaching of our children.

However, though the blessings of the Lord are numer-
ous, we are kept aware that these blessings are unmerited

New dangers are threatening and we have to admi
that in our midst some have begun to waver under t
attacks of Satan. One of the most serious threats ster
from the prosperity of the country. Despite a disheartenir
inflation, the purchasing-power is still great and the public
loves to buy. Because of the inflation there is no attrac ion
in the saving of money.

Of course, it is true that because of the ex
prosperity much can be done that otherwise wq
either impossible to do or only with great difficulty.
benefit of church life and work, missions, schools
Christian charity close to 20 million guilders




available by some 22,000 families, but even so, most of
these families don’t have to deny themselves any of the
things which make life comfortable.

Frugality and simplicity have been replaced by the lust
for moneymaking and spending. Materialism has become a
sin of many a Christian no less than of non-Christians.

Though the attendance at catechism classes is, gener-
ally speaking, good, many of our young people think that
they have no time left for the traditional young people’s
societies because they are drifting from one amusement to
another. The television-set absorbs the free hours of many
of the older generation. In the ministry of the Word ample
attention is given to these symptoms of degeneration of a
truly Christian walk of life. Nevertheless home visiting
reveals, apart from numberless indications of rejoicing in
the Lord and willingness to abide by His commandments,
signs that the admonitions in many a family fail to
accomplish a change of hearts and lives.

So the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands on the
one hand may see, in humble acknowledgement of God’s
unmerited grace, how they have been led and preserved to
abide by the confession of the eternal truth of the Word of
our Lord. They still acclaim this divine Testimony to be
perfect, restoring the soul, making the simple wise and
enlightening the eyes of the blind, a power of God unto
salvation of every one that believes. On the other hand they
stand in need of the constant prayer: O our God, hide thy
face from our sins and blot out all our iniquities; create in us
a clean heart and renew within us a right spirit.

Dearly beloved brethren, fellow-ministers and elders, |
am sure it was the right thing to tell you about our
circumstances, about blessings and about the shadows of
sin. We certainly need one another. Correspondence must
be a live thing, not just something formal.

We hope that this synod may become a blessing for
your churches as well as for ours.

Do your work diligently, but use your strength wisely.

Take your responsibilities seriously, but remember God
rules over all.

Be men of conviction, but don't forget to love one
another.

May the Lord bless you. May He endow you with
wisdom and understanding, with consecration and courage,
as you undertake the work before you.

Be good servants of Christ, the King of the Church for

ever and ever. S.S. CNOSSEN
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Who in the Lord’s Name com-est, The King and Bless-ed One.

Rev.vanBooren
Replies

At the request of Synod, the Rev. G. Van Dooren replied,
addressing the Rev. S.S. Cnossen as follows:

Esteemed Reverend Cnossen,

| consider it a great honowur, now that we have for the
first time in the life of our Churches an official represent-
ative of sister churches abroad in our midst, to address you
at the request of the moderarmen and on behalf of Synod;
and in you the Commitiee and Churches you represent.

it is an additional pleasure for us that you are not a
stranger, and that undoubtedly, during your stay here, the
years of your ministry among us will come back to you
strongly.

Although the Mother of us all, Jerusalem, is above,
and not in the Netherlands, not even in my birthplace
Kampen, then called the Dutch Jerusalem, and although
we as Canadian (American) Reformed Churches are in a
modest way proud of and careful with our independence as
a federation of Churches, imdependent from any head-
quarters except the one in heaven, - yet the strong bond of
unity which we feel and experience with your churches,
seems sometimes to adopt the form of a mother/daughter
relationship, for the simple reason that our roots are in the
Netherlands, not only historically but also ecclesiastically.

It may sound paradoxical, but that relationship is, the
way | feel it, even becoming stronger in recent times.

““Paradoxical’’, because the first years of our lives here
were like those of “Displacedd Persons’”’, a Dutch colony,
speaking, thinking, and acting Dutch. In our first Synod we
chose as “‘our” School for the training of future ministers
“Kampen! Could it be stror ger?

This has changed by noww. We speak English, or try it;
we have become Canadian [and American] Churches. We
have our own life here, our own struggles and challenges
which - it can not be denied-faashion and mould the outlook
of our Churchlife. Canadian demands and Canadian dan-
gers exercise their influence in our reaction to them, and
thus we may feel ourselves beecoming somewhat estranged
from the life of the sistersin tihe Netherlands. Think only of
a younger generation bom and grown up in this, therr,
country.

Yet, precisely amongthat younger generation a grow-
ing interest in the Dutch larsguage and culture may be
noticed. They are again proucd to be able to speak Dutch,
and a growing number wants to see the country where
their parents were born,

Apart from this remarkabli e symptom, how could | say
that the bond between your and our Churches seems to
become stronger?

Maybe in this respect| sp eak only for myself but | feel
that we need each other, anywwvay that we need you, more
than we felt in previous yearss; we need your talents.

| think first {who can blasme me?) of the benefits the
understaffed department of Diaaconiology in our College can
harvest from Kampen. Indeed, we hope that we no longer
need to depend on Kampen fo r candidates for the ministry,
now that we have our own College, borne on the wings of
loving prayers and loving sacwifices of our membership.
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; But there is more. Your Churches are at the moment
»engaged in several endeavours for the upbu:ldnng of the
Church of Christ. | mention only: a revision of the Church
Order, @ new dress for the Heidelberg Catechism, a
modernization of the Liturgical Forms. Aside from the fact
of the difference in language which prevents us from simply
copying vour results, we do hope to benefit richly from
your endeavours. In the important matier of an English

. Benevan Psalter you could not help us but we are ever so

happy that our Psalm book has become a required textbook
in vour secondary schools. Thus you benefit a bit from our
labours. As to the Hymn section, now that an expanded
Hymn book will be submitted to your next Synod. | express
the same hope as Dirk Jansz. Zwart recently expressed in
our midst, that we may be of help to each other.

These are just a few things that may prove my point
and that, to me, are of more importance than just official,
formal, correspondence.

The strongest tie, however, still is the tens of thou-
sands of letters which cross the ocean yearly in both
directions.

Because of this busy and cordial two-way traffic, living
proof of our close relationship, the dissensions, struggles
and splits your Churches went through in recent vyears,
were witnessed by us from a geographically far, but in fact
very close distance. Relatives were involved. Ministers saw
Churches which they had served in the past, and had
learned to love, broken up or factually disappear from the
Federation or Kerkverband.

| think we know a bit of the grief and bitterness caused
by such a struggle because we went through similar crises
regarding faithfulness to the Creeds and Church Ordar,
though our crises were not of such large dimensions.

Consequently a multitude of prayers was sent to the
throne of grace.

Our feelings were and are a mixture of gratitude and of
grief.

Of grief because so many brothers and sisters with
whom we were united in the Liberation days, did not see
the light and chose a way which will, unless the LORD
forbids, lead farther and farther away from the Reformed
path. Grief also because the '‘peace of Christ as arbitrator”
did not succeed in restoring the unity of the body.

Gratitude because, nevertheless, unity in Creedal and
_Church-political respect was chosen by your Churches
above a unity which would have undermined the Churches
more and more,

We did not, and could not, and ought not have
- opinions about the several local conflicts, but | am con-
vinced that this Synod will leave no doubt as to what unity
the Canadian Reformed Churches choose, and on what
side of the fence we want to be and to live. We hope and
pray that a similar conflict will be spared us, as much as we
hope and pray that your Churches by their faithfuiness in
the bond of peace and love may win back those who chose
1o leave.

As a transition to my final remarks | may state that the
Canadian Reformed Churches, from the very start and by
the grace of God, have taken the blessings of the Liberation
along when they settled in our new home country. They did
this, not only in instituting Churches next and overagainst a
former sister church (the Christian Reformed Church); not
only in attempting to convince the Christian Reformed
Church to annul their doctrinal statements on presumptive
regeneration and common grace, which attempt were
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blessed; not only in unceasingly insisting
which we love for the sake of the fathers, te
relationship with the synodical community in |
lands, thus further endangering their own churches,
attempt has failed till now, but especially, i may say
retaining and maintaining the Liberated,

Reformed Church Polity pure and undeﬁled

We have, in our major assemblies, consistently guar
ed ourselves against any infringement upon the ind:
dence and freedom of the local churches, and agamst a
trepassing the limits set for major assembilies.

When your colleague-deputy, the Rev. P. VAN GURP
in Rondom Hetr Woord, August 1974, states that the
Australian sister churches may even be more faithful to the
Scriptures than the average congregation in the Nethe
lands, | make bold to say that the Canadian Reformed
Churches are even more faithful to Reformed Church Polity
than their Dutch sister Churches. Anyway in this respect:
while our classes wiite and approve their own Acts before
they pass away into the past - because we believe and
practise that every next classis is a completely new one -
the Dutch classes, in majority, still write so-called “min-
utes” which are then read and approved in the “next
meeting of classis”, as though a classis is a permanent
body. If you wish, dear brother, you may take this hint
home.

Similarly, our Synods have always scrupulously tried to
guard themselves against any crossing of their stringent
limitations, and refused to take decisions on matters which
were not fully and properly prepared and ripe for decision.
This has not always pleased everyone, and - maybe - given
occasion to a wrong impression. It seemed so negative,
while it was, 1o me, positive.

| mentioned the name and article of your colleague and
alternate, the Rev. Van Gurp.

{ would not be honest in a Christian way, nor brotherly,
if 1 would refrain from a word of warning born from my
reading of what he wrote in the above mentioned magazine
about our Churches. | understand that he did not do this in
an official capacity, but | believe it cannot be denied that he
was asked to write this article which deals with Churches
abroad, because he is member of the Committee for
correspondence. If you had been unable tc come here, he
would have been here and | would have said exactly the
same. :

We are all for a good mutual understanding and
treatment. That is why what he wrote about our churches
has caused considerable consternation and indignation kinf:
many hearts.

Although starting with the statement that in recent}ﬁ
yvears the Canadian Reformed Churches have strongly
sympathized with their Dutch sisters, he then proceeds by
driving a wedge between churchmembers and their
‘leaders’ (Voorgangers). Of those leaders he says that they
tried hard to keep the Dutch struggle at a distance, an
{and | stress the following words) tried to keep the Dut
conflict outside the Canadian Reformed Churches.

Then he constructs the history of the origin of Shield
and Sword, stating that in the Netherlands a drive is held 1o
support it financially. The reason? This magazine “had
protest’’ against the leadership given in Clarion. ‘

That's all | want to say, leaving out many unplea
things, the result of which will even be felt by this

| only state with regret that such public statement
a deputy for correspondence can only do harm to a mu:




relationship which does not exist between churches in the
one country with some members of churches in another
country, but between the two Federations or Kerkver-
banden.

| mentioned before that the strongest tie is the mail
crossing the ocean. Maybe | should have put it this way: in
recent years we were happy to welcome unnumbered
visitors, just church members, or office-bearers, ministers;
we were even honoured with professorial visits. They all
expessed in our hearing their gratitude for what they found
here in our Church life and in the area of education, while
at the same time they urged us to do exactly what Rev. Van
Gurp seems to blame us for: “iry to keep the Dutch conflict
outside your borders.”

But let me conclude with better things:

Brother in the Lord, | am convinced that the coming
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Our Trip to the General

years will increasingly prove how much we need each
other, anyway that we need you. Instead of hurting each
other {if we did, be it graciously forgwen) let us hope and
pray for a close, Christian fellowship in which:

- the Peace of Christ may referee among us;

- the Word of Christ may dwell among us richly, in wisdom;
- the Name of Christ dominate us in all we do in word and

deed.

And let’s be thankful, admonishing each other with psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs.

May your stay in our midst not only be a pleasant one
for you {for us it is already) but more: may it contribute to
such a fellowship in which we put off the old nature, put on
the new nature and thus - such is the only glory of the

Church - “Put On Christ!”
| thank you. G. VAN DOOREN
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Rev. E. said that if this was passed, it
would make the Synod a super-

Synod

With the students of Grades VI, Vi,
and VIl we visited the General Synod
in Toronto. The day after that visit we
asked the students to write a report
on that visit. From the twenty-three
reports we received, we made up the
report that follows below. From each
report at least one sentence is taken.
While reading this report, however,
yvou must take a few things into
consideration.
Synod had been dealing with the
‘matter-Edmonton” for three days al-
ready. Our children heard the very last
part of the discussion. It was very
hard for them to understand what the
problem was, because they did not
hear any reports about the situation.
In this report the students do not
always quote the exact words of the
delegates, but record what they think
was said. Therefore names of minis-
ters and elders are often left out by
me. The following then is NOT a
refiable report of what was discussed
at Synod on November 13, 1974. The
*in front of a sentence indicates that
a different student starts ‘speaking’.
E. Gosker

The big day finally came. *On
November 18, 1874, the students of
grades 6, 7, and 8 from Timothy
school in Hamilton went to see the
General Synod in Toronto. *Since our
school does not have any buses, a
few of our parents drove. After a long
drive we arrived at Toronto Church at
11:00 o'clock.

*When we came in there, we had
to stand at the door. *We heard Rev.
Mulder talking. When he had finished,
we went into the room and sat down
in the chairs provided for us in the

back of the room. *Everyone there
was Canadian Reformed, except Rev.
VanRongen, who was American Re-
formed.

*Rev. Mulder, who was the
Chairman, was not chairing because
he wanted to get in the argument. So
Rev. Werkman, being the assessor,
took the chairman’s seat. *Rev.
Mulder said he heard rumours that we
were going to come and that he was
glad we had come. *When the group
arrived, they had been talking about
the consistory in Edmonton who was
not urging the people to have a
Canadian Reformed school, and the
Synod wasn't sure if they should
interfere with that incident or not.

*Rev. A. was doing the most
talking. *Rev. A. was a convener and
read a proposal. *You could tell that
Rev. A. made the report on the school
situation in Edmonton, for he was
always adding parts to his proposal.
*Rev. A. said that he disagreed with a
consistory butting in the school, “it is
nonsense!”” Rev. B. said that the word
‘nonsense’ was too strong. Rev. A.
said that he meant ‘'non - sense’; there
was no sense in it. Then Rev. B. said,
"I didn't hear the dash.” *Rev. A, was
commenting on the great articles he
had written about Home, Church and
School several years ago. He was
saying how good they were, and br.
C. interrupted and said, “No com-
mercials.”

*They had a vote to see who
agreed and who disagreed. *The first
one was about the amendment that
Rev. F. and G. made. *This amend-
merit stated that the Synod should tell
the consistory to establish a school.

consistory and it would weaken the
Synod’s stand. *Br. H. said they were
paying 50 while they should be paying
25 dollars. Rev. Mulder asked if he
could prove it. Br. H. couldn’t. Rev. |.
said the same thing about the fifty
cents. He did prove it. *The second
time they voted about not interfering
with the school situation in Edmon-
ton. *After a while they discussed
what their next topic would be and
when they would meet next, in the
afternoon or at night.

*After about an hour of listening
to the votes, the arguments, and the
opinions, we had lunch. *Standing up
felt good after sitting for an hour and
a half. *We took some chairs from the
nursery and went to the lunchroom.

*Rev. VanRongen prayed and
read at lunch. *While my class had
sandwiches, the men of the Synod
had steak, leek, and other delicious
foods. *It was quite a difference be-
tween our lunches and theirs. *We of
course had to eat our own lunch. *
saw three boys bargaining with Br.
Teitsma for his banana split, but they
didn't get it. *After lunch Rev. Van
Rongen asked us to sing a psalm, so
we sang Psalm 122.

*After that Rev. VanRongen
asked us what Rev. VanDooren's
most famous words were. Someone
answered, “Get Out!” and so we did.
We went from there to the Royal
Agricuttural Fair. *Dashing around at
the Royal Ontario Winter fair was in
complete contrast to the tranquillity of
the Synod. *But the visit was appreci-
ated by the Synod. *Don’t you think
that was a nice time we had at the
Synod? Grades VI, VI, VIl

TIMOTHY SCHOOL, HAMILTON

17



Spnod
Fmpressions

The second week of Synod
started in the same way as the first.
Advisory reports were prepared with
the result that on Monday night mat-
ters concerning an invitation by the
Reformed Ecumenical Synod could be
discussed. Similar invitations have
reached different addresses; it also
has happened that such an invitation
went unanswered. After a brief dis-
cussion Synod decided not to send an
observer to any future meeting of the
RES, on the basis of a series of
observations and considerations.
There was some time left for a first
round on a number of appeals. The
discussion will be continued on Tues-
day.

It is not easy to keep track of the
“goings-on”’ and to give an orderly
sequence of decisions. A matter
comes before Synod, is discussed for
some time and then is tabled again for
different reasons. Anyway, since this
is not (supposed to be} a report but
tries to give our readers an impression
of the proceedings of Synod, we will
mention some more of the highlights.

Everyone must have heard about
majority and minority reports. Acts of
Synods have recorded such situations
in the past. At this Synod there were
three reports of an advisory commit-
tee or, as some members said, reports
of three sections of one advisory
committee. Synod even discussed a
motion to declare one of them “inad-
missable”’. This motion was defeated;
Synod wanted to go to the heart of
the whole matter. This matter was the
issue of “Die Vrie Gereformeerde
Kerke in Suid Afrika”’, more specifical-
ly the “two groups” which in official
documents are designated as VGK
{pr. Nauta) and VGK (pr. Dr. Vander-
Waal). Many hours have been spent,
not only in the committee-room but
also on the floor of Synod, to reach a
responsible decision. This decision is:
to continue the correspondence with
the Federation of Die Vrije Gerefor-
meerde Kerke in Suid Afrika; not to
enter into correspondence with the
Church at Pretoria (pr. Dr. C. Vander-
Waal) and to urge the VGK Pretoria to
revoke their teachings concerning
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marriage and divorce and to seek the
unity with the Vrije Gereformeerde
Kerke in Suid-Afrika. After this deci-
sion was made, Dr. VanderWaal, who
had been present during the discus-
sion of the issue, took his leave for
New York after shaking hands with all
the members of Synod. Correspond-
ing Churches on three continents
have now come to the same conclu-
sion. it should remain or become a
matter of the prayers of these
Churches that the brothers in South
Africa may find each other under the
blessing of the Lord.

*OR R OR #

Matters concerning the College
have not reached the floor of Synod
yet. The committee is studying the
extensive material which also includes
a voluminous “Constitutive Docu-
ment”. However, something related
to the training for the ministry came
before Synod in a proposal to rescind
a decision of a previous Synod to
allow students, who are in their
second vyear of Theological Studies,
the privilege of ““speaking and edify-
ing word”’ in the Churches. With his
permission | quote the reporter for
Nederiands Dagblad*: “'Het kon ook
niet earder”’. Synod 1965 decided to
institute the College, Synod 1968 got
the “wagon moving”’, Synod 1971
regulated “‘preekconsent” and 1974
has to deal with objections. The ob-
jection was not against the "“edifying
words’’ but against the fact that it can
be done in an official service of wor-
ship. The proposal was rejected. To
guote the reporter of Nederfands
Dagblad again: “Voor de eerste drie
jaar is het stichtelijke studentenwoord
weer veilig gesteld. Maar wie weset?
Het is 1977 voor je er erg in hebt.”

LR R I

From an edifying word to the
solemnization of marriages is quite a
jump. Synod made it in no time.
Committee 1V had prepared an ad-
visory report and Synod tackled the
issue with zeal and dash under the
capable leadership of the chairman.

The proposal of the Church at
Hamilton has served at a Classis, has
been published in the press, and we
assume that our readers know what
the issue is. Synod did not accede to
the request to rescind the decision of
Synod Homewood 1954 to leave the
use of Art. 70 C.0. to the discretion of
the Churches. Why did Synod not
accede to this request? Here are

{some of} the considerations and con-
clusions; for the official text we must
refer to Press Release and Acts.
Hamilton stated in its proposal that
the freedom given by Synod 1954
resulted in a variety of practices, but
did not prove it. The re-instating of
Art. 70 would not solve the problems
mentioned in the proposal, and it did
not appear to be the intention of
Hamilton to have weddings “in an
official worship service”. Apart from
that, Homewood 1954 did not deny
the importance of members of
Christ’'s  Church marrying “in the
Lord”’, neither the obligation of office-
bearers to see to it that members
marry “in the Lord”’.

If this decision might give the
impression that this proposal, as was
remarked in the “‘wandeigangen”,
was shoved off the table | can say
that that would be a wrong impres-
sion. For there was an additional de-
cision which boils down to this that
the Committee on the Revision of the
C.0. will be instructed to include in
their revision such a draft of Art. 70
that the main thrust of Hamilion's
proposal is assimilated. My impres-
sion: Much time used for preparation
and discussion, but very weli spentl
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During the last days of the
second week a decision was reached
on two other matters. A proposal ““to
take note of a ’‘Message to All
Churches of Jesus Christ throughout
the World’ from the General Assem-
bly of the National Presbyterian
Church”, and to ““take any and all
decisions which the Lord Jesus Christ
asks us to make in this respect”.
Synod declared that minor assemblies
should supply Synod with sufficient
information, on the basis of decisions
of previous Synods in similar matters.

The Revision of the Church order
was mentioned above. This agenda
item came before Synod at the end of
the week. The Committee on Revision
submitted a draft revision of the first
28 articles with their report. For that
reason it was to be expected that
Synod did not make any far-reaching
decisions. The committee was contin-
ued and received a detailed mandate
which includes the instruction to con-
sider the report of the committee ad
hoc of the Dutch Sister Churches.

Sometimes it seems that the
“ecclesiastical mills”” indeed run slow-
ly. When attending Synod it becomes




clear, howevsr, that a mill cannot
work properly under “flooding-condi-
tion”, but works best with a regular
vweater supply.

Assured of the pravers of the
Churches for the guidange of the
Word and the Spirit the members of
Synod do thelr work regularly and
sgricusly deal with the maliers in
olenary sessions.

THIRD WEEK

The first matter for which no
commities was appointed by 2 pre-
vious Synod was the propasal by the
Church at Toronio on the position of
women i the Church. This proposal
has previcusly bsen published in
Clarion, a8 a proposal 1o Classis,
Classis, however, had sxpressed as its
opinion that this was a matter for the
Churches in common and should be
submitted w0 General Synod. In an
amended form it was indesd sub-
mitted 1o this General Synod. One of
the advisory commitiees studied It
and came 10 Bynod with the recom-
mendsation not (o grant the request of
Toronio, namely 10 degide not 1o give
women the right to vote, but to ap-
point a Study-commities with the
mandate 1o thoroughly study the
Seriptures on active partidipation of
woman in the life of the congregation,
including their taking part In the vot-
ing for office-bearers, and the guas-
fion whether voting can or must be
considerad to be an act of governing.
They alsc recommended 1o contact
the Bister Churches in the Nether
lands, since & report on “'VYrouwen-
kiesrecht” preparsd by Deputaten ad
hoc was officially presentad 10 Synod.
The expectation sesmed to be just-
fied that Svnod would at least adopt
ithese recommendations.  However,
Synod was not prepared io do so.
The ground for rejection was, among
others, that not sufficlent information
and argumentation was submitted o
reach such a decision. in view of the
presence of a report in the Duich
language of 34 pages this ground
raises several questions. Alas, history
sgems 1o repeat iaself. A Genersl
Synod in the Netherlands made the
same decision on the same grounds,
maors than 40 years agol In the "wan-
delgangen’’ the remark was made:
Back fo the drawing board! or, as the
“irnpressionist” for Nededands Deg-
Had wrote; “Dus geen commissie die
zich het hoofd ken breken over zulks
jie vraagstukken als: & stsmmen

regeren?, s ‘manglidmater’ gelik aan
‘de gemeents’? We lopen dus beslist
achier bii Nederand. Een bawis van
Anglo-Baksische Vicioriaanse in-
vicaden?”
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The naw translation of the Heid-
siberg Catechism was the nexd Hem
for Monday night. B ook quite some
discussion and some additional in-
formation was provided after the first
round of talks, The result was that the
cormnmitiee will be continued with the
mandate [0 prepare a second draft, to
solicit comments and to make this
gecond draft available 1o the Churchss
within & limit of time. With these
decisions Svnod was shifted into
“shird gear”: one advisory report sfter
the other reachad the fHoor of Bynod.
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On Tuesday matters related to
the educstion of the children of the
covenant were discussed by way of
appeals. | could not free myself from
the impression that instead of a good
argumentation in dislogue during the
wo rounds {a restriction in all discus-
sions at Synod) Synod had to subjact
itself to a series of monologues. This
fact occasioned some members 1o
ieaf through their papers without {as it
seemed} paving oo much attantion 1o
what was said. The reguests sub-
mitted 1o Synod wers not granted.
During the Tuesday plenary sessions
the “gallery” was packed - during the
moming hows with children from
Timothy School in Hamilion, After
iunch, which the children had in the
“dining-room” of Synod, they sang a
Psaim which they had sarned during
the previous week. During the even-
ing we had, apart from many adult
vigitors, catechism classes of the
Church at Toronto. The matter then
undsr discussion was the Textbook
for Catechstical Instruction. it could
not bs finalized and was tabled for &
iater date.
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On Wednesday Svnod discussed
and decided on two sppeals and the
matier of the Archives of Synod. The
gvaning of that same day will bs
remambered 858 a memorable one.
Rev. . VanRongen, reporter of Com-
mitise |, rose 1o the occasion and read
the first part of the advisory report
Synod decide 1o give the Commities
on the Church Book the coportunity
o officially present fo this Genaral
Synod the Book of Praise. After this

decizion wag unanimously taken, Rev,
5. WanDoorsn, who had bean the
convengr of this commities for many
years, delivered g spsech which s
hare summarized as follows: After
having expressed gratiude for the
possibility and opportunity 1o present
the Book of Praisg, he recalied how
the matter came before Synod 1854,
Homewood, as a protest against the
proposal 1o adopt the Psalter/Hymnal
for use in the worship services, Some
highlights in the work of compaosing
were mentioned, angd how from the
“green booklet with the 34 Psaims”
the Churches recelved a provigional
Book of Praise, thereafier a Supple-
ment and finally the compleie Book
He also recailed the valuable contri-
butiong of the late prof. F. Kouwen-
hoven in his work of checking the
Psalms with the Hebraw text, and
other experiences with “poets” and
linguistic advisers. Me closaed with the
words:¥We are fully aware that this
edition is not perfect. A new gener-
ation will be able to improve it . . . but
we behavs that we have sscured, for
the generations o come, a Calvinistic,
Genevan, Covenanital Book of
Praise”. Mr, MM, DeGroot than pre-
sented the sevaral editions 1o the
chairman of Synod, who in address-
ing Synod and the Committee said:
This moment is of considerable signif-
icance. This book is evidence of the
wish 1o preserve the rich Calvinistic
heriiage. We accept it from vyour
hands . . . and we pray that it may be
usad in Church, Home, and School as
a scriptural tool to praise the Lord, as
we find it expressed in Psalm 223
Synod then rose and sang, together
with the visitors, Psalm 150,

Related matiers were discusssad
the following days. Both Psaim- and
Hymn-section were accepted with
gratiiude by Synod. The mandste for
the committes, which will be contin-
ued, was established. It includses: im-
provemant of the Hymn-section, eval-
uation of remarks made and which
may be made on both Hymn- ang
Psatre-sections slorig the lines of sev-
eral considerations and in accordance
with the mandates given by the
Synods of Edmonion {1985} and
Orangeville {1988} on the Church
Book. As g further mandate this Com-
mittee will slso maks necessary cor-
rections in the Forms.
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Another important ftem of the
agends was the Revised Standard
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Version. The discussion took Thurs-
day night, Friday night and Saturday
morning, and even then the matter
was not ready for a decision. This has
to wait till week #4. If Synod is going
to be closed during that week it is
almost forced to go into “overdrive”,
which has great disadvantages. Hur-
ried decisions are seldom wise deci-
sions or fruitful for the life of the
Churches.

FOURTH WEEK
On Monday, November 25,

Synod started off with the Corre-
spondence with Churches Abroad.
Apart from the Report of the Commit-
tee ad hoc there were four overiures
to be dealt with, overtures of which
some requested Synod to “‘examine
the Acts of Hoogeveen” again. From
the report of the Committee it ap-
peared, however, that they in a letter
to the Synod of Hattem {April 3, 1972)
had ‘“‘gratefully acknowledged that
also in the past it has pleased the Lord
to keep our sister-Churches in the
Netherlands faithful in maintaining the
Reformed doctrine, liturgy, Church
government and discipline”’. Synod
therefore saw no need to discuss the
Acts of Hoogeveen further. As a final
result of the discussions it was decid-
ed to continue the Committee with
the mandate to maintain correspon-
dence with: De Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland, Die Vrije Gereformeerde
Kerke in Suid Afrika, and The Free
Reformed Churches in Australia. It
was also noted, with regret, that the
Church in Monte Allegre, Brazil, had
ceased to exist. The contact with the
Presbyterian Church in Korea is con-
tinued, but Synod decided not to
enter into correspondence as yet. An
invitation will be sent to sister Chur-
ches to delegate representatives to
the forthcoming General Synod, while
representatives of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches will attend Synods
of sister Churches, if invited and when
desirable and feasible. The last three
words caused some discussion, but
Synod deemed these additional re-

strictions necessary.
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Contact with the Christian Re-
formed Church was the next item on
the agenda. An Additional Report of
the Committee on Contact with this
Church was submitted to Synod in
view of the fact that: 1. the Acts of
Synod 1974 have been published re-
cently, and 2. that this Synod has
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taken significant and far-reaching de-
cisions as far as Church-relations are
concerned. To give our readers an
idea of what has been going on |
would like to guote something from
these Acts. As for Church-relations,
the Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church observed (under observations

clearly settled and finalized. It is evi-
dent that the Acts of Synod. 1974 of
the Christian Reformed Church show
a decisive alteration of the rules, so
that “‘a relationship’” with the {Synod-
ical) Gereformeerde Kerken in Neder-
land is continued, while judgment on
the faithfulness of these Churches is

1, £ and 3j:

“1. The Synods of 1970 and 1971
mandated the Inter-Church Relations
Committee to study our relationship
to the {GKN) Gereformeerde Kerken
in Nederland (Synodical) in the light
of recent theological trends in our
sister church.

2. In its report to the Synod of 1973
the ICRC stated that it had ‘come to
question, with ever more serious res-
ervations, whether the relationship
“sister church” as defined by the
Synod of 1944 should be applied to
any church with which we are in
correspondence . . . the full impli-
cation of being sister churches has
not been accepted by the CRC since
1944 . . . for many years we have had
an official position which in appli-
cation we were not ready to accept
fully nor to reject’.

3. The Synod of 1973 mandated the
ICRC to study the problem of sister
relationship.”

On the basis of these observa-
tions the Report of the ICRC recom-
mended and Synod adopted these
recommendations:

“1. In place of the existing ’‘sister
church’ and ’‘corresponding church’
relationships in denominational inter-
church relations, synod establishes
one relationship to be designated
‘Churches in Ecclesiastical Fellow-
ship’, on, among others, the ground
that ‘this relationship provides a real-
istic way of facing the complexities of
contemporary inter-church relations’.”’
7. With regard to the GKN Synod
encourages its ICRC to pursue appro-
priate avenues of jncreased contact
{emphasis mine).”

From the report and other communi-
cations it also appeared that the opin-
ion was voiced that when the Chris-
tian Reformed Church would honour
its rules for correspondence a break
with the (Synodical) Gereformeerde
Kerken would be unavoidable.

All these matters were brought to
the attention of Synod. The following
conclusion was reached: The position
of the Christian Reformed Church in
the matter of Church correspondence
with the (Synodical) Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland has now been

suspended. Therefore no fruitful dis-
cussion with a view to reaching union
wvith the Christian Reformed Church
may be expected.

Svnod decided not to continue
the Committee for Contact with the
Christian Reformed Church but to
appoint another committee to execute
the decision of Synod to send another
appeal to the Christian Reformed
Community. (A first Appeal was sent
in 1962.)

And so, a contact, started by the
Canadian Reformed Churches, has
now been terminated from both sides.
The Christian Reformed Church did so
earlier when it terminated its special
committee for contact with the Can-
adian Reformed Churches. On the
floor of Synod it was remarked that
from the beginning we wanted more
than say nice things to each other and
nothing more, we wanted a marriage.
But now more obstacles have been
added which would make a marriage
virtually impossible. The brothers who
are called upon to write this Appeal
will need the wisdom and the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. And also the
prayers of their brothers and sisters.
Many members within the Christian
Reformed Church will understand this
decision, others may scoff at it. But
we should remember that union and
even relationship is only possible and
makes sense only on the basis of the
Truth and in a faithful maintaining of
the Reformed doctrines and church

government.
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During this fourth week the sec-
retary of the Board of Governors and
the Senate of the College attended
the sessions of Synod. Matters of the
College needed the attention. The
students followed the proceedings
from the “gallery”. You may say: Did
Synod need so much time for the
College and even the advice of the
Senate? Let's keep in mind that
Synod 1968 adopted a Constitution
which, although not a provisional one,
needed some “brushing up” and re-
vision. Apart from this Constitutive
Document a long list of recommen-
dations was before Synod. They all




nesded some discussion before thay
were sdooted. Let me mention & Tew,
The dadication of the late Rev. H.A,
Btel, the work of Rev. W. Loopstra as
the first President Governor, the work
of the Boards of Governors and Trus-
tges and algo the very much apprechk
ated work of the Ladies Auxillary wers
gratefully acknowledged. The course
of studies will be extended from three
1o four years, so that it is possible to
secure a thorough knowledge of the
languages of Holy Writ. The College
will aleo receive an Associate Librarian
in the Reversnd AB. Roukema and an
Administrative Assistent, who still has
to be found. The contribution for the
College was increased to $22.00 per
sommunicant member. The way in
which the Churches, more or iess
faithfully, honoured thelr obligations
was also mentioned. We will not cormn-
ment on it. Thare is no need to do
that, The Tressurer has to work on &
month 1o month basis. The Constitu-
tive Documenis were, after soime
minor changes, unanimously adopted.
This then will be the new set of rules
under which the Boards and the Staff
are going 1o work in future years.
H®OH R ¥ B

in & previous impression | used
the word “Overdrive’”. But gven on
the third day of the fourth wweek
Synod was going strong at 8 cool
pace, There was no hurrying at all and
aven on Friday there still were mest-
ings of sepsrate Advisory Commit-
tees. Some members were afrald that
they would have 1o stay over inio
another wesk, After matters concern-
ing the contact with the Orthodox
Prasbyterian Church had been before
Synod and the Committee on that
contact had been continued, with the
mandsie 0 awsil reactions 1o pre-
vipusly sent communications and o
avaluate the replies, Synod met In
closaed session for quite some thme.
That means: some impressions but no
publication on the matiers which, %8
you will understand, wers related 1o
appesis. Since | a5 your reporier was
present | may ssy that the matiers
were discussed in g dignified and
brotherdy way, and | hope and pray
that the decisions may serve the up-
buididing of the Churches.

E- KR 2

wen came the last e for dis-
1 A finglizing of the advisory
sport on the Reviged Standard Yer-

o
o

a1 Synod were conducted in an admir-
able way although somelime heaithy
“froworks” were displaved. it would
take top much space 1© go Into de-
ails, but | cary sasure you that the
Agts will provids irdormative andg
interssting material. Hese is a sum-
mary of some of the decisions: SBince
the Commities on the RSV did not
adduce valid reasons o state that the
RSV is UNaccepiable Synod decidad
10 lpave the use of this Version in the
freedom of the Churches. Regarding
the question whether other wansla-
tions, such as the New international
Version or the New American Sian-
dard Bible, should bes looked into,
Synod concluded not to mandate iis
commiites 1o do so.

8y the tim= these decisions were
mads Synod had far oversiepped the
regular closing time: 2:30 p.m. But the
members of the several Committees
still had to be appointed, which did
not take too much time. Synod adop-
ted {aimost] all the recommendations
gt the moderamen. The Church at
Coaldale was appoinied convening
Church for the next General Synod
1977.

®E N R E

Then, a little after 12:00 midnight
on Saturday morning the Chairman
rose for his final address: Estesmed
brothers, We have almost reachad the
end of Svnod Toronto, 1974, Really
the gnd. When the gavel comes down
thers is no Synod snymore, neither a
chairman. The Church Order says: His
office shall cease ot the closing of the
sessions. | am glad with that for more
than one reason. Mot because you
have made it difficult. | am grateful
that you have borne with ms in my
shortcomings, perhaps sometimes in
injustices wher 1 cut you short,

| express my thanks o my oo
officers for their good cooperation.
Above all | thank the Lord, our heav-
enty Father. We have prayed for His
blessing, every day, and He has heard
us, it s 8 wrernendous Dlessing that
the Lord allowsd his Churches to
fulfili their calling in this day and age.
We could finish our agends unhin-
dered. He has enabled us to do owr
waork and given us health, energy and
the guidsnce of His Word and SpiriL.
in submission to that Word and ths
Confession, in brotherly love we could
reach our decisions,

Cur work is imperfect; may the
Lord forgive our shoricomings and
sanctify our work, Bynod had many
who assisted In this work., First the
convening Church,” Torento, which

efficlently prepared Synod and made
their beautiful church building avsil-
able with the many facilities which
were all used 1o the uimost. We are
thankful 10 the hosts and hosiesses
who received us in thelr homes and
had 1o keep up with us for a long
time, | tske this opporiunily o ex-
press great sppraciation tothe broth-
ers and sisters Hulzing and Bouw-
kamp (al four received a present from
the members of Synodl and those
who assisted them in serving Synod.

We remember the congregations
ang consistories who 81 us atiend
Svnod; we render our thanks o them
also,

I am not going o evaluate the
work of Synod, that would be impos-
sible, and apart from that, it is the
1ask of the Churches. May they judge
our work in love which binds togeth-
g, letting the peace of Christ rule us.
Christ, the Head of his Churgl
brought us together. We have come
to know and 1o apprecizie sach other;
we have served Him together. May
the Lord strengthen those who are
appointed in Committees and who
have to do any work for this Synod.

May the Lord keep us and lead us
safely to our homss and grant us
what is needed for cur waork at the
places where He has called us. May
His countenance be lified up over us
and His peace be granted to us all

After the reading of 1 Peter
5:8-11 and the singing of Psaim 1181,
7, 8, 10 the Assessor, the Reverend
M.C. Woerkman, led in praver of
thanksgiving.

The Sevanth Gensral Svynod of
the Canadian Reformed Churches had
passed awsy when the gavel cams
down for the last time.

0. VANIDERBOOM

HALLY 1974

The rally of this past summer is
now ofd news but we would like to et
you know that we have sent 8 dona-
tion of $400.00 1o the Theological
College in Hamilton, This donation
has been made possible as & result of
aur cross Canada rally held from June
28 1o Julv 2. Although it was not our
intention we were able 10 rsalize a
good profit {mainly due 1o the good
wrn-out, approximately 175 pesoplel.
We felt this was the best cause 1o
donate 1o since this will be of benefit
1o gll Young People across Canada,

from the Canadian Reformed
Young Men and Women Socistiss
of Carman, Man,
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Fregse Release of the 7th General
Synod of the Canadian Reformed
Churches, held ar Toromo, Qmniario,
MNovember 5th - 30th, 1874
Art. 1 Opening.

Lt 9000 aumn., Nov, Bth, 1974, Rav.
0. VanderBoom opened Synod on
behalf of the convening church at

Toronto. He reguested the delegates
to sing all four stanzas of Psaim 93,
read Psalm 93 and ied in praver. He
extended a cordial welcome to all the
delagates and guests. He requested
the Geéegsﬁe: 1o rise while he spoke a
few words in remembrance of the
jate Rev. H.A. Stel, who ww&%.a great
zeal has served the churches.

wel, Rev. G. Vandooren and eider
Yan Laar were asked to check the
credentials. T D

primi delegates were present. Del
gates from the Regional Synod
Canadian Reformed Churches
tario are: mipisters: Rev. P, Kingma,
Rev. G. Vandooren, Rev.
Rongen, Rev. M.C. Werkman; efders:
G. Gritter, K., Qosterhoff, H. Van
Veen, W. Visscher. Delegates from
the Regional Synod of the Canadian
Reformed Churches in Western Can-
ada are: nwnisters: Rev.

J
i)

J. Geertsemas,
Rev. J. Muldar, Rev. M. Van Beveren,
Rev. M. VanderWel; e/ders: J. Devos,
D. Teitsma, T. Yan Laar, E. Wierenga,

Art. 3. Hection

Rev. J. Mulder was elected as
chairman, Rev. G. Van Rongen as first
clerk, Rev. M. i

YVan Beveren as second

clerk and Rev. M.C. Werkman as
AS8LESOT,
Art. 4, f‘ans itution.

Synod was constituted. The
chairman, Rev. J. Mulder, expresssd
t‘wank‘s for the confidence Eaceu i

& moderamen, He thanked the con-
v%ﬂi?’“ﬁi’,} church for all the work r}.uf;s in
preparing this Synod
Art. B, Advisory member.

Rev. D. vanderBoom, minister of
the convening church at Toronto, was
invited to attend Synod as an advisory
memiber.

ey

.

H

Art. 6. Meeting Moderamen.

Synod adjourned so that the
officers were able to prepare a time
schedule and make other arrange-

ments.

At 7. Delegate of the sister churches

in the IV ".:’?E;"ﬂ?ﬂ&"&.
After reopening, Synod Y
welcomed Rev, 5.5, Cnossen of

awakmbmyw?\i the Netherlands, as

;
the official representstive of our sister
wsummm in the Meiheﬁa . He was
invited to atiend Synod as an Mw&»

member. The chairman spoke f“ew

words on this hf storical m::fma on that
for the first tme in the history of our
Canadiann  Reformed Churches, an
official delegate from sister churches
abroad, is present at a General Synod.

R i [»]
Art, &

Fime schaduls.

S\:ﬂ@fj adopted the following
fime h%ulﬁ rmorming  sessions:
9:00 - ?. 15, afternoon sessions: 1:45 -
5:00, Pvgmug sessions: 7:30 - 9:30,
Saturdavs: &:00 - 12:00 noon. If possi-

ble, the evening sessions w S be used

for plenary sessions.

Art. 8 Smroking.

s : for the

heaith of all dele ,at%, that during the
ions 5makmg

he meeting
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The chairman read a letter of th
Free F%"
Churches in Australia, contai
good wishes for Synod. He «
thankfulness for hmmg a sister .
tionship with these churches, At this
moment he con gra"u lated Rev. J.
Geerisemnas "E’"ﬁ § call to ths
Heformed
Tasmania, !\h.ﬂf‘
strength for makir g a responsi
cision,

The chalrman read a ,\-qrum
wiith “mesin,c;“; for Synad from “Die

gg [
>
“B

o=
{D
L'?.r
.

Vrije Gereformeerde @r%’ at Fretoria,
-Si@m:éa Africa, clerk A. .

Art. 11 “Die
Kerk™ at Fretoria, South
man Dr. C. Van der Wasa

A letter from this «:ha,jrch wWas

Vrije G@f’*f{?rﬂ?é‘ﬁfﬁﬁ
&fw’ce« {chair-

read, migrms g Synod that Dr. € Van
r*w VWaal had been delegated v a8t
tend owr Synod. Synod decided i
decide about the status of “Dis Viile
Ge Yﬁ%@m‘é}%fd? Kerk” at Pretors ang
co ﬁc,a.a»m*y about the status of Dr
i lar Waal, in relation 1o ol
hwr 195 As soon as possible,

After some additions, Synod
dopted the Agenda.

Art. 130 Advisory Cormmittees.

Four committees of two ministers
nd two elders each were appointed.
The iterns of the agenda were divided
among the commitiees.

Aot 14, Fin !:’i‘i?(&?a General Synod and
eneral F,

: T mmittee for Gen-
eral Synod 1974 was appointed, cons
i r. J. Boot, Mr. A, Jansen,
Mir. H. Kam%n of Toronto.
:}4)”3\,’ ed the report of the
éﬂw aﬁ‘“nﬂ for the
i Fund)
its m anks o s*‘m, H.
Jeidmar of Carman.
Art. 18, Free Reforrmed
Canada and the i, s AL

Synod decided not 1o grant the
reqguest of *he Church at Lincoln to
a;}gsf,.rﬂ* deputies to establish contact
with the Free Reformed Church of
Canada and the U.S.A., since the

Church of

=3

Church at Lincoln did not provide
Synod with the necessary inform-
Art. 16. Address Rev. 5.8. Cnossen.

Rav, S S. Cnossen addressed
Swrod on behalf of our Dutch Sister
Churches. ?%e\s G. Vandooren respon-
ded on behalf of Synod and addres-
sed Rev. Cnossen and in him the
Churches whom he represented.

Arvt. V7. “Freaching” consent theolog-
ical students

Svynod decided not to grant the
e); uest of the Church at Smithville to

cind the decision of General Synod
§ SW %e&;immm‘ﬁr 1271 to allow the-
ological students the right to speak an
edifying ”J&«OYCE in the Churches.
Art. 18. Femembrance i‘“y

On MNovember 11t
mamiered the work
giving us freedom at th
many sacrifices whz{:%: ar
many families today. .
Art. 18, Reformed Ecumenical Syned.

Synod decided not 1o send an

icial mewar" %‘« any ‘uture ﬁ@»
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light of the 1971 decision (see Acts
1971, art. 92). A letter to the General
Secretary of the Reformed Ecumeni-
cal Synod was prepared and ap-
proved.

Art 20. Address Church.

Synod appointed the Ebenezer
Canadian Reformed Church at Bur-
lington, Ont., Box 124, as the ""Ad-
dress Church” for our Canadian Re-
formed Churches, with the mandate:
1. to receive communications
2. to acknowledge receipt of com-

munications

3. to pass on these communications
to the proper address(es)

4. in case General Synodical decisions
have been made re: certain relation-
ships with which these communi-
cations deal, this church shall reply
by sending a copy of such decision

5. report to General Synod.

Art. 21. Solemnization of Marriage.

Re: the overture of the Church at
Hamilton, Synod decided a} not to
accede to this proposal: ‘to rescind
the decision of General Synod
Homewood-Carman 1954, art. 74, and
so not to leave the observance of art.
70 of the church order in the freedom
of the churches, and further to revise
the wording of art. 70 C.O. by replac-
ing ‘confirmed’ by ‘solemnized’ b) to
instruct the Committee on Revision of
the Church Order to include in their
revision of the Church Order such a
draft of article 70 that therein the
main thrust of the proposal of the
Church at Hamilton is assimilated,
namely that the members of the
Church marry “in the Lord” and that
the officebearers are to see to it that
they do so.

Art. 22. “Die Vrije Gereformeerde

Kerk” at Pretoria, South Africa

{chairman Dr. C. Van der Waal).
Synod concluded:

a. that the two parties requesting
continuation of the correspondence
with the Canadian Reformed
Churches are: a) the Confederation
of the Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk in
South Africa and b) the Vrije Gere-
formeerde Kerk at Pretoria (chair-
man Dr. C. Van der Waal).

b. concerning the cause of the schism
in Pretoria: “The reason why six
officebearers seceded from the
Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk (chairman
Dr. C. Van der Waal) and declared
themselves the lawful continuation
of the Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk at
Pretoria, are their objections to the
teachings of the consistory regar-

ding the grounds for the dissolution
of marriage, and to the suspension
of two elders from their office”

c. concerning the issues involved:
““that the teachings of the consis-
tory of the Vrije Gereformeerde
Kerk at Pretoria (Dr. C. Van der
Waal) are contrary to the Scriptures
and undermine the call to repen-
tance and reconciliation in mar-
riage’”” and also ‘‘that Synod
Pretoria 1971 rightly rejected these
teachings”’.

d. with respect to the church-govern-
mental issue: “‘that the consistory
(Dr. C. Van der Waal) denied breth-
ren who objected to the actions of
the consistory, the right to use the,
in South Africa, limited possibilities
for appeal, Art. 31 C.0.” and ‘“‘that
there is no reason to doubt the
judgment of Synod Pretoria 1971
that “de kerkeraad van Pretoria zich
independentistisch heeft opgesteld
en met de daad alle banden aan de
zusterkerken heeft doorgesneden’.

Synod decided:

a. to continue the correspondence
with Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk
in South Africa;

b.! not to establish correspondence
with Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk
at Pretoria (Dr. C. Van der Waal);

c.to appeal to Die Vrije Gereform-
eerde Kerk at Pretoria (Dr. C. Van
der Waal) to rescind their teachings
concerning marriage and divorce
and to earnestly seek the unity and
fellowship of the faith with Die Vrije
Gereformeerde Kerk in South
Africa.

Art 23. Appeals.
Synod dealt with two appeals in
closed session.

Art. 24. Farewel/ speech of Rev. S.8.
Cnossen.

The delegate of the sister
churches in the WNetherlands, Rev.
S.S. Cnossen, spoke words of fare-
well to Synod. He thanked Synod for
the christian way in which he was
received, said that he felt at home
here and had noticed that things are
dealt with by Synod in a reformed

RATH spoke special words of
appreciation for the Book of Praise
and the College Evening in Hamilton.
He expressed the hope that our rela-
tionship would be more than a formal
correspondence and said that it would
be a pleasure to receive a represent-
ative of our churches at the General
Synod to be held at Kampen, the
Netherlands, next year.

He wished the del
blessing of the Lord in the
officebearers of the congrega
and in their families. ;

The chairman spoke a few word
of appreciation, thanking R
Cnossen for the way he moved in ou
midst and especially for the repre-
sentation of our sister churches. H
expressed Synod’s thankfulness for
the invitation received from our sister
churches to attend their synod next
year. He wished Rev. Cnossen a good
trip and the Lord’s blessing upon the
work of our sister churches.

Synod sang Psalm 121:2 and 4,
after which Rev. Cnossen and all the
delegates said farewell.

Art. 25. National Presbyterian Church.

Synod received with thankfulness
the “"Message’” from the National
Presbyterian Church as information,
as forwarded to Synod by the church
at Edmonton. Synod will provide the
National Presbyterian Church with the
addresses of our churches. Synod de-
cided not to start an inwvestigation
regarding the National Presbyterian
Church or to appoint deputies for this
purpose, as proposed by the church
at Edmonton, since minor assemblies
making a proposal for contact with
other churches should supply Synod
with the necessary information (see
Acts G.S. 1962, art. 82; Acts. G.S.
1965, art. 141, sub li).

Art. 26. Appeal brs. R. Jager and P.
Ravensbergen, Smithville.
Synod dealt with an appeal of the
brs. R. Jager and P. Ravensbergen
against a decision of Regional Synod
at Smithville, 1974, concerning the
nomination for the special offices of
brothers who, though living in the
territory of the Church at Lincoln at
the time of the institution decided to
remain members of the Church at
Smithville.
Synod did not grant the request
of the brothers, since the Consistory
of Smithwville, at the time of the insti-
tution of the Church at Lincoln left it
to the responsibility of each member
either to join the Church at Lincoln, or
to stay in Smithville.
Howwever, Synod agreed that th
Regional Synod at Smithville, 1
should have judged that Cla
Ontario-South of June 1973, sh
have given an answer to the que
‘whether or not those brother
can become offlcebearers
Church at Smithville’.



Ars. 27 Rewision of the Church Order.
Bynod decided:

. not 1o maks any decision on the
proposals in the report of the commit-
iee since the report covers only the
firgt 28 articles of the Church Order.

; inve the Committes on Re-
vision of the Church Order to com-
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€. to charge the Committee to keep
urches informed from time to

isional results, so that
constructive criticism from  the chur-
ches may be expected and digested.
d. to pass on to the Commiltes all
material received in this connection,
for further study, consideration, and
recommendation.
e. 1o instruct the Commitiee {0
seriously consider the report of the
Dutch Committee ad hoc, recelived via
the Commitiee on Correspondence
with Churches abroad, and the
actions these sister churches may
take in this matter.
f. 1o adopt the proposed version of
Article 84 C.C.: Art. B4, PROPERTY
OF THE CHURCHES - All property,
hoth real and personal, which bslongs
to the Churches comprised respsc-
tively in Classes, Regional Synods and
General Synod in common, shall be
held in trust for such Churches in
equal sharss by deputies or trustses
appointed for that purpose from time
to time by the appropriate (lasses,
Regiona! Synods or Genera! Synod,
and such deputises or trustees shall be
bound by the terms of their appoint-
ment and instructions and are subject
1¢ being discharged by a subsequent
Classis, Regional Synod or General
Synod. Ground: the old article 84 C.0.
does not legally safeguard the pos-
sessions of the Churches by proper
general provisions.
Art. 28, Greetings from Die Vrije
Gereformeerde Kerk in South Africa,

The Deputies of Die Vrije Gere-
formeerde Kerk in South Africa, c/o
Rev. D. Los, sent a telegram, wishing
Svynod wisdom from the Lord 1o take
decisions to His glory, to the edifi-
cation of our Churches and to the
strengthening of the bond with the
brotherncod in South Africa.
Art. I8, Greetings
Societies,

The chairman read the following
telegram: T

]

lLeague Men's

The League of Canadian
Reformed Men's Societiss togsther in
Annual Mesting in Fergus, wishes you
faithtul wisdom and perseverance of
tha saints. J. Woudenberg”

At 30, Womerns Voting Rights.

The Church at Toronio had
proposed 1o Synod (o recognize the
rights of women to active participa-
tion in the life of the Churches and to
acknowledge thelr privilege to take

part in the election of officebearars.

The Church at London had forwarded
objsctions against the ground given
by Toronto. Synod had also received
a Report from our Dutch sister chue-
ches on this matter.
After study of the
B

not sufficient tc lead to a responsible,
clear decision, which takes zll the
bibiical and church political aspecrs
into account. The reqquest of Tomnto
waas not granted, \

Art. 31, Transiation Heidelberg Cate
ohism.

Synod expressed its gratiiude o
the Committee on the Transiation of
the Heidelberg Catechism and others
who have contributed o & new
version of the Catechism. Synrod
continued the Commilise with the

Evensong
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o prepare a second draft, to
~comments {which should be
itted to the Committes within 6
hs after the publication of this
ision) and to make this second
draft available to the Churches one
vear after the 1974 Synod, so that the
Churches can examine it. The Com-
mittee should also try to establish
what the original proof texts are and
whether the selection of Scripture
references can be improved.

Art. 32. Appeals J. Huizinga, K.
Visscher and J. Merkus and request J.
Werkman, of Edmonton.

Synod dealt with an appeal of br.
J. Huizinga, a joint appeal of br. K.
Visscher and br. J. Merkus and 8
request for advice of br. J. Werkman,
all concerning the “school situation’ in
Edmonton.

Synod unanimously agreed wvith
the appellants on the ‘desirability of
Canadian Reformed Schools’ but de-
clared that it is not within its jurisdic-
tion to judge, advise and direct the
Consistory and parents in Edmonton
concerning the practical realization of
this goal in the local situation in
Edmonton.

Art. 33, Appeal br. K. Stam c.s., New
Westminster.

Synod dealt with an appeal of br.
K. Stam c.s. against the answer of
Regional Synod 1974 to their appeal
against a decision of the Consistory of
New Westminster to relocate the
church building in a different area.

Synod decided not to grant the
request of the appellants since Reg-
ional Synod was correct in stating
that it should not do what Classis
should have done {nl. to judge the
arguments of the Consistory and the
appellants).

Art. 34. General Archives.

Synod accepied with gratitude a
report of our General Archivist, br. K.
Vink of Burlington, Ont., and a report
on the inspection of the Archives by
Rehoboth Church at Burlington.

Synod expressed its appreciation
to br. Vink for the excellent way in
which the Archives are kept.

Art. 35, Presentation of the Book of
Praise.

The chairman extended a special
welcome to br. M.M. De Groot and
Rev. WW.J. VanOene who were
present as members of the Committee
on the Church Book.

Rev. (. Vandooren received the
floor as the convener of the Commit-
tee on the Church Book and addres-

of the work done during the last 20
vears. He elaborated on some of the
highlights of this unique undertaking.
He recalled the work done by the late
Rev. Kouwenhoven who translated
many of the Psalms directly from the
original Hebrew language. An inter-
esting fact was that two members of
the Committee sang through the
whole First Scottish Psalter in the
hope that it might be acceptable.
However, the result was close to nil.
Contact with experts in language and
in Church music was established in
many parts of the world, even in
Japan. A tremendous amount of work
has been done by the Commitiee
before the present Book of Praise
could be presented.

Mr. M.M. De Groot then pre-
sented to Synod at this moment of
historical importance the 'Green
Booklet’” with 34 rhymings, the First
edition of the Book of Praise, the
Supplement to this First edition and
finally, the complete Book of Praise.

The chairman received these with
obvious happiness and expressed the
thankfulness of Synod to the Lord
who enabled the Committes to com-
plete this work. He expressed the
wish that this work may be preserved
in our Churches and that the use of
the Book of Praise in our Churches,
homes and schools may be to the
glory of God and to the establishing
of the Churches for a long time to
come.

Art. 36. Church Book - Psalm Section.

Synod received the Psalm Sec-
tion of the Book of Praise with great
appreciation for the work done by the
Committee on the Church Book.
Synod also decided 1o express its
appreciation to those who contributed
to the rhyming of the Psalms. The
Committee on the Church Book was
continued with the mandate fo invite
the Churches again to submit remarks
on the Psalm Section since no one
submitted any criticism on the rhym-
ing of any of the 150 Psalms. The
Committee was also charged to re-
main diligent with respect to a pos-
sible improvement of the Psalm Sec-
tion.
Art, 37, Church Book - Hymn Section.

The Committee received no criti-
cism on the Hymn Section from any
of the Churches, although the
Churches of Burlington-West, London
and Smithers sent in criticism 1o the
convening Church of Synod.

Synod received also the Hymn

sed Synod, giving a historical review

Sectaon w;th gri

the work by th
Commitiee was given
improve the Hymn Sec
evaluate all the rernarks ar
received till now or that may
ceived in the future. From th
cism received it was clear that
was enough reason to contmue

Committee. '

The Commitiee is to keap in mmd
that according to the teaching of
Scripture our singing should have for
its there the praise of the Covenant
God.

The Committee will keep the
Deputies of our sister churches in
Australia and in the Netherlands in-
formed of the progress that is made
and will ask them to send in their
constructive criticism.

The Committee is also to compile
and publish a st of Scripture pass-
ages suitable for rhyming and tone
setting as hymns and to invite sub-
missions on these.

Art. 38, Church Book - Music.

The Church at Neerlandia had
asked Synod to mandate the Com-
mittee to prepare a four-part music
editon of the whole Book of Praise.
The Church at Toronto endorsed this
request.

Synod decided not to grant this
request since preparing such an
edition is not the task of this Commit-
tee and since harmonizations of the
tunes in the Book of Praise are avail-
able. According to one member of
the Cornmittee the cost would be too
high.

Art, 38, Church Book - Tune of Hymn
45,

The: Church at Edmonton regues-
ted Synod 1o consider adopting one
of the other melodies for Hymn 45,
preferably the one of Strassbourg, to
replace the present fune or as an
altemative. The melody suggested
was not available to Synod, neither
was it known whether the English
version ©f the Creed can be sung on
the melody of Strassbourg. Synod
decided to pass on the request of
Edmonton to the Committee for con-
sideratio .

At 40, Church Book - Doctrinal and
Litwgicar] Forms Section.
Synod decided to thank the‘
Committee for the second half of the
Church Book for the work done
Committee was continued und
name: the Committee for the
trinal and Liturgical Forms. Th




mittee received the mandate to scru-
finize the text of the Doctrinal and
Liturgical Forms (with the exception
of the Heidelberg Catechism) as to
correctness of translation from the
Dutch wversion, adopted by Synod
1964, after comparison with the origi-
nal languages. No General Synod of
our Churches has as yet adopted an
Enigish translation of our Forms. The
Committee is to inform the Churches
on the progress of its work and sub-
mit the result of their work to the next
General Synod.

Art. 41, Appeal Orangeville.

The Church at Orangeville
appealed to Synod against a decision
of the Regional Synod of Smithville
1974 regarding an answer of Classis
Ontario North of March 21, 1974 to
one of the Churches regarding the
admissibility of remarriage of a di-
vorced member.

Synod answered that Regional
Synod should have dealt with the
appea! of Orangeville and should have
declared that the Classis should have
recorded Scriptural proof with its de-
cision.

Art. 42, Appeal br.
Chatham.

Br. Yisma appealed against a de-
cision of the Regional Synod of
Smithville 1974 regarding a change in
the election rules in the Church at
Chatham.

Synod declared that Regional
Synod rightly concluded that Classis
did not do full justice to br. Yisma's
appeal. Classis should have dealt with
his objections against the cosntents of
that rule. Regional Synod should have
indicated why the Consistory did have
the freedom to make such a rule as it
did and against which br. Ytsma ap-
pealed to Classis. Regional Synod
shouid alsc have indicated in what
respect Classis failed to do justice to
the appeal against the contents of
that rule. However, Synod declared
that it is not in the jurisdiction of
General Synod to comply with the
request.

Art. 43, Appeal Rev. A.H. Dekker.

Rev. Dekker appesled against a
decision of Regional Synod of Smith-
ville 1974 regarding a decision of Clas-
sis Ontario-South of Sept. 12, 1973,
which Classis had declared an appeal
of Rev. Dekker inadmissible on the
ground that he had not proven that he
himself had been wronged.

Synod considered that it should
be admitted that Article 31 C.0. does

A.J. Yisma,
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not prevent any Church member from
appealing if a decision of a minor
assembly is contrary to the Word of
God, the Confession or the Church
Order, even if the matier does not
pertain to his own person. However,
he may not meddle in something that
dogs not concern him.

Art. 44, Correspondence with Sister
Churches Abroad.

Synod expressed its gratitude for
the work done by the Committes on
Correspondence  especially for the
careful study of the Acts of our sister
churches abroad. With thankfuiness it
was concluded from these Acts that
our sister churches in the Netherlands
have not deviated from the Reformed
Confession in doctrine, liturgy, church
government and discipline. Our Com-
mittee for Correspondence had al-
ready expressed this gratitude in a
letter to the General Synod of Hat-
tem, in which the Committee ack-
nowledged that the Lord has kept
our sister churches faithful to the
Reformed Confession and the adop-
ted Church Order.

Synod continued the Committee
with the rnandate o maintain corre-
spondence according to the rules for
correspondence with: De Gereform-
eerde Kerken in Nederland; Die Vrije
Gereformeerde Kerk in South Africa;
the Free Reformed Churches of Aus-
tralia. Qur sister Church at Monte
Allegre, Brazil, has ceased to exist.

Regarding the Presbyterian
Churches in Korea, the Commities
was not abile to finish an & ccurate and
serious examination in order to show
that these Churches have not only
adopted the Reformed Confessions
and Church Government but also
maintain them in actual practice.

The Committee is to continue the
contact with the Presbyterian
Churches in Korea and to forward a
report to the next General Synod.

An invitation will be sent to sister
churches abroad at least one year
before the next General Synod. Our
Churches will be represented by a
delegate to General Synods of the
sister churches abroad, if we receive
an invitation and when it is desirable
and feasible. The Committee will also
appeal to the Vrije Gereformeerde
Kerk at Pretoria, South Africa {chair-
man Dr. C. Van der Waal) to rescind
their teachings concerning marriage
and divorce and to earnestly seek the
unity and fellowship of the faith with
the Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk in South

Africa. The Commmee 5 to keep
Churches informed from time to
of things that are of interest in t
correspondence  with the sxst
churches.

Art. 45, Texthook for Catechettc /
Instruction.” .
Two Churches had objected
Synod that it is not the task of a
General Synod to prepare a textbonk
for catechetical instruction.
Synod thanked the Committes
for the work done, but decided not to
continue the Committes.

Art. 48, Contact Christian Reformed
Church.

Synod expressed its thanks to
the Committee for all the work done.

Since the position of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church concerning
their relationship with the (Synodical)
Reformed Churches in Netherlands
has been clearly settled and finalized
in the decision of Synod 1974 to
accept these Churches as '‘Churches
in Ecclesiastical Fellowship’, Synod
decided to discontinue the contact
with the Christian Reformed Church
and to send a christian appeal to the
Christian Reformed Community, tak-
ing into account the recent develop-
ments in the Christian Reformed
Church.

Art. 47. Contact Orthodox Fresbyte-
rian_Church.

Synod decided to thank the
Committee for all the work done and
to.add to the Acts the Committee’s
Report Appendix | in which the
Committee had clearly explained the
differences in Confession and Church
Polity between our Churches and the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church also agreed that the differ-
ences are serious enough to remain
the subject of further discussions but
was not at this time ready to adopt
our rules for correspondence but sug-
gested to accept a ‘fraternal relation-
ship’ between the two Churches. .

Synod decided not to take a
decision regarding the ‘fraternal re-
lationship’ since it was not known
what exactly this relationship implied.
Our Committee asked already fOf
more information.

Synod continued the Commlttee;i}
with the mandate to continue the
contact with the Orthodox Presbyter-
ian Church and to study the forth-
coming answer of the Orthodox Pres
byterian Church to the letier of o
Committee outlining the differences




Confession and Church Polity, and to
continue discussing these differences.
The Committee was also mandated to
discuss and evaluate the relationship
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
with other Churches.

Art. 48. Theological College.

The chairman welcomed the Fac-
ulty of our College and the secretary
of the Board of Governors. A special
welcome was extended to the theol-
ogical students who were present as
visitors.

Synod decided to give the Sec-
retary of the Board of Governors and
the members of the Faculty the privi-
lege of the floor if desired during the
discussion of matters relating to our
College.

Synod gratefully acknowledged
the dedication of the late Rev. H.A.
Stel as member of the Board of Gov-
ernors. .

Prof. Dr. H.M. Ohmann, Lic.,
was granted permanent tenure.

Synod authorized the Board of
Governors to extend the Course of
Studies from 3 to 4 years, beginning
in Sept. 1975, in order that the stu-
dents can secure a thorough knowl-
edge of the languages of the Bible
and take other propadeutic disciplines
in the first year.

Synod took note of the appoint-
ment of the Rev. A.B. Roukema as
assistant librarian. The Contributions
for the College were increased from
$17.50 to $22.00 per communicant
member.

The Churches will be urged to
send in their contributions on a quar-
terly basis in advance, so that salaries
etc. can be paid without interruptions
on a monthly basis.

Two members of the Board of
Trustees were welcomed by Synod
and given the privilege of the floor.

The Draft Constitutive Docu-
ments were after some amendments
unanimously adopted.

Art. 49. Appeal br. L. Van Zandwijk,
Burlington.

Synod dealt with an appeal of br.
L. Van Zandwijk concerning the inter-
pretation of Art. 31 C.0. by Classis
Ontario-North of June 20, 1973 and
‘the fact that Classis Ontario-North of
Sept. 1973 accepted for information a
letter of objection containing Scrip-
tural arguments.

Synod decided not to grant this
request, since the letter mentioned
above was not presented as an appeal
or a request for revision and since it

had not been proven that br. Van
Zandwijk's objections could not be
finished by the Regional Synod.

Art. 50. Appeal br. L. Van Zandwijk,
Burlington.

Synod dealt with an appeal of br.
L. Van Zandwijk against the answer of
the Regional Synod of Smithville 1974
to his appeal concerning a statement
made by Rev. W.W.J. VanOene in a
sermon on L.D. 21.

Synod decided that it is not in
the jurisdiction of this General Synod
to deal with the complaints and the
requests of br. L. Van Zandwijk, and
declared that the Consistory of Bur-
lington-West should as yet make clear
to br. L. Van Zandwijk that the con-
viction of the Consistory concerning
the statement of Rev. VanOene, is
well grounded.

Art. 51. Appeal - Closed Session.
Synod dealt with an appeal in

closed session.

Art. 52. Revised Standard Version.
Synod expressed its appreciation

for the work done by the Committee.
The Committee on the RSV

stated in their report that there is

much to commend about the RSV
and that in some cases it is better
than the KJV and statistically more
accurate. The Committee was also of
the opinion that there is some evi-
dence of an unscriptural influence and
suggests to look into other trans-
lations as the New American Stan-
dard Bible and the New International
Version.

Synod concluded that the Com-
mittee in their 5 grounds did not
submit conclusive proof of an unscrip-
tural influence in the RSV.

Since the Committee had not
adduced valid reasons to declare the
RSV unacceptable, Synod decided to
leave the use of the RSV in the
freedom of the Churches.

The RSV Bible Committee is very
receptive fo our recommendations
and has already accepted several cor-
rections submitted by our Committee.

Synod decided to continue the
Committee on the RSV with the man-
date to continue the checking of the
RSV and to pass on criticism to the
RSV Bible Committee and to inform
the Churches from time to time about
the results of their investigations.
Synod also decided to add the Report
of the Committee to the Acts of
Synod.

Art. 53. Appointments.

Appointments are made.

Art. 54. Guests.

During the various
Synod, the chairman welcon
guests, among whom were the |
pal and some students of the T
School in Hamilton, catechism
dents of Toronto, teachers and stu-
dents of the Maranatha School in
Fergus. B
Art. 5. Censure ad art. 43 C.0.

Censure ad art. 43 C.0O. is not
necessary.

Art. 56. Acts.
Acts are read and adopted.

Art. 57. Press Release.

Press Release is read and
approved.
Art. 58. Presentation to the hostesses
of Synod.

The chairman spoke a special
word of thanks to the sisters who
took such good care of Synod with
coffee, meals etc. On behalf of all the
delegates he presented Mrs. Huizing
and Mrs. Bouwkamp and their hus-
bands with a gift of appreciation.

Art. 89. Closing speech of the chair-
man.

In his closing words, the chair-
man thanked all the members of
Synod for their cooperation. He ex-
pressed words of thanks to the Lord
Who bilessed us so that we were able
to do our work as Synod unhindered
and without interruption. May the
Lord graciously forgive our short-
comings and sanctify our work for the
upbuilding of His Church and the
Glory of His Name. May the Churches
judge our work and the decisions
taken. May the Lord strengthen all
those appointed in various commit-
tees to do their work. In closing the
chairman expressed the prayer that
the Lord may bless His Churches and
keep them; that He may make His
face to shine upon them and be
gracious to them; that He may lift up
His courntenance upon them and give
them peace. He then read 1 Peter
5:1-12.

Art. 60. Response by the assessor.

The assessor, Rev. M.C. Werk-
man, spoke words of appreciation and
thanks to the chairman for his plea
ant leadership. He requested the del
egates to sing Psalm 116:1, 7, 9,
and led in prayer and thanksgiv
Art. 61. Closing.

The chairman adjourned
at 1222 a.m. Saturday, No
1974. On behalf of S
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In the previous article we mentioned some of the ways
in which seventeenth-century science contributed to the
idea of progress, namely, by the magnitude of its achieve-
menis and by its vindicationn of the new scientific method.
Still another connection, to which we must now give
attention, was the new cosmology itself.

The characteristic of the Newtonian universe which
appealed most strongly to the Enlightenment philosophers
was its apparent rationality. And the main reason why they
were so enthusiastic about this particular aspect was that it
held great promises for the rationality of humanity itself,
and thus for the improvement-through-reason of the
human race. This, in any case, was the philosophers’
opinion.

They reached this conclusion, it is true, by a rather
devious route, and in the process they frequently resorted
to the customary expedient of special pleading and jum-
ping-to-conclusions. Indeed, if one tries to follow their
reasoning one is struck, time and again, by the ease with
which logical fallacies were committed and by the incred-
ibly “‘unscientific’”’ nature of the entire system upon which
the modern faith in man’s autonomy, and in his ability to
establish a heaven on earth, has been built. One also keeps
wondering how it could possibly have convinced the
philosophers themselves and their countless disciples.

Let us have a look at the process by which the
philosophers used the idea of “‘cosmic rationality” for their
special purpose. The first step they took was to give
another meaning to the term than it actually possessed.
The “rationality” that had been attributed to the physical
universe referred to what might be called its mathematical
harmony, and the intelligibility of its operations. The
philosophers, however, confused this “‘rationality”” with
“reasonableness”, and ‘‘reasonableness’” they equated, in
turn, with goodness. Nature (and this inciuded terrestial
nature as well as the world of the heavens) thus became a
moral entity for them.

Having established the morality of nature, they pro-
ceeded to elevate it to the status of mankind’'s ethical
teacher. Its order and harmony and goodness were to show
man what was wrong with himself and with his society.
They were also to serve as an inspiration. By contemplating
nature’s perfection, so the philosophers felt, man should be
moved to imitation, shake off his own irrationality, and so
become a harmonious and eminently moral being himself.
In fact, as one disenchanted disciple of the Enlightenment
has stated, the worship of nature was to fill the gap left by
the rejection of the Christian religion. Having rejected God
and cast aside His revelation, the philosophers turned to
Nature’” as their object of worship, and to the “Book of
Nature’ as their guide.

This elevation of nature above humanity might create
the impression that according to the philosophers mankind
was essentially corrupt. That, however, was something they
would never have admitted. The faith in man's basic

goodness was a primary tenet of their philosophy, without
which the entire system would collapse. And that faith also

could be justified with reference to the new cosmology.
After all, science had proven, in their opinion, that rationali-
ty pervaded nature, and since rnan was part of nature, he
must perforce partake of nature’s goodness. His apparent
irrationality was therefore apparent only. At best, it was a
temporary aberration, something that could be corrected.

It was not only with reference to natural science,
however, that they were able to prove man’s essential
goodness. They got additional support from the so-called
social sciences, which began to flourish in the wake of the
scientific revolution. OF special importance were the psy-
chological docirines taught by the Englishman John Locke
in his epoch-making Essay Concerning Human Understand-
ing {publ. 1690). In this treatise Locke propounded the view
that all men were bomn equal, and all in a state of
innocence. There was no heredity, there were no “inborn
ideas”, there was (of course) no original sin, nor was there
any inclination whatsoever toward either good or evil. At
birth, the mind was a blank sheet, a tabw/a rasa. It would
receive its entire contents through the senses, that is, from
the experiences and stimuli which the environment would
supply. If that environment happened to be disharmonious,
irrational and evil, man would develop accordingly. If, on
the other hand, it was harmonious and good, then man
would come to mirror those qualities.

As might have been expected, Locke’s treatise be-
came, after Newton's Frincipia, the gospel of the Enlight-
enment. And that not only because Locke had provided
additional scientific proof of man’s potential moral recti-
tude. He had done even more than that: his theory also
provided an infallible method for the unlimited improvement
of humanity. Was the evil that clung to man a result of the
environment only? Then the only thing needed was to
provide the right environment, and in due time a new
humanity would arise - moral, intelligent, rational, well-
adjusted, lovable, happy.

The question how the environment could be improved
was not difficuit to answer. One step was, obviously, to
enlighten the masses, for the extent of man’'s misery was
his ignorance. The other step was governmental reform.
Looking for the origin of the existing social evils, the
philosophers became more and more convinced that it
must be sought in the social institutions. In the “establish-
ment”, to use a twentieth century term.

In eighteenth century France this establishment con-
sisted of a divineright monarchy, a powerful Roman
Catholic Church, and a privileged nobility. Kings, priests
and aristocrats, the philosophers reasoned, had since the
beginning of time conspired together against the rest of
humanity, exploited it and kept it in servitude, superstition
and darkness. The power of kings, priests and aristocrats
would therefore have to be drastically reduced, if not totally
eliminated, before the perfect society could be established.
The Enlightenment, as we see, led directly to the French
Revolution. And its theory was followed by every other
utopian revolution which the world has experienced since
that time. In spite of the failures of the upheavel in France,
the faith survived that the destruction of the powers-that-
be was a prime requisite for the formation of a society
where liberty, equality and fraternity would reign.

There was, of course, a logical difficulty in this theory.
it all men were equal, and all were equally good, how could
it be that some (the dominant few} were not equal and not
good? The philosophers were aware of this difficulty. In
fact, neither they nor their successors have ever found a




satisfactory formula to iron out the discrepancy. The
philosophers did manage to prowve, however, that their
system, logically inconsistent as it might be, was neverthe-
less in accordance with the facts. This time they derived
their proof not from science, but from history.

Briefly, what the philosophers did was rewrite history.
in doing so, they divided the past into “glorious” and

“inglorious” ages, and showed that the former had
occurred, without exception, when mankind was free from
oppression by despotic kings, superstitious priests, and
arrogant nobles. Examples of such glorious periods were
the golden ages of classical Greece and Rome, the ltalian
Renaissance, and (somewhat surprisingly, for Louis was a
despot) the age of the Sun King, Louis XIV. In stark
contrast to these epochs were such inglorious periods as
that of the Middle Ages, when society was dominated by
kings, priests and nobles, and when consequently mankind
had lived in utter darkness.

Here then was the empirical evidence for which the
Enlightenment had been searching. History, if properly
interpreted, proved to be no less helpful than science, and it
is not surprising that the philosophers turned more and
more to the study of the past.

They did this not merely, however, to prove their
theory regarding the origin of social evil. There was another
motive. Science, as we saw, had convinced them that
progress was possible, but it had not proved that it was
inevitable. The Enlightenment began to feel more and more
that progress ought in fact to be inevitable, that it should
be a law of nature. And it was in order to demonstrate the
truth of this opinion that the philosophers continued their
historical writings. History would have to prove that even-
tually the golden age would be reached, regardless of every
power of evil that tried to prevent it.

Needless to say, in this quest also they found what
they were looking for. They succeeded in establishing that
{in spite of some temporary relapses) progress had been
continuous over the ages. Edward Gibbon, who wvas
certainly not one of the most optimistic of Enlightenment
prophets, nevertheless pronounced in his Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire that ‘we may therefore acquiesce in
the pleasing conclusion, that every age of the world has
increased, and still increases, the real wealth, the happi-
ness, the knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of the human
race.”

Similar sentiments were expressed by practically every
historian-philosopher of the Enlightenment. For the most
striking affirmation of the faith in continued and irreversible
progress we must turn to the Frenchman Marie Jean de
Condorcet. De Condorcet was still alive when in 1783 the
French Revolution broke out, and he lent his cooperation to
the revolutionaries. It so happened, however, that he
preferred a more moderate course than that advocated by
the radicals of 1793 (he objected, e.g., to the ex~cution of
the king) and as a consequence he was outlawed and
declared an enemy of the Republic. For a while he remained
in hiding, but eventually he was caught and sent to prison.
He died there the following day, probably by suicide.

Shortly before his death, while a fugitive from the
Reign of Terror, De Condorcet composed his famous
"“Sketch for a Historical Picture of the Progress of the
Human Mind”’, which he introduced with the following
words: “Such is the aim of the work that | have under-
taken, and its result will be to show by appeal to reason and
fact that nature has set no term to the perfection of human

faculties; that the perfectibility of man is truly indefinite;
and that the progress of this perfectibility, from now
onwards, independent of any power that might wvish to halt
it, has no other limit than the duration of the globe upon
which nature has cast us. This progress will doubtless vary
in speed, but it will never be reversed as long as the earth
occupies its present place in the system of the uni-
verse ...

De Condorcet's entire Sketch gives evidence of the
unshakable faith that humanity stands before the very gates
of the promised land. It will be a land where man will be
truly autonomous, and where reason and science shall
ensure his ultimate bliss in a society free from fear and
want, from poverty and ignorance, from sorrow and
oppression. Here we have, in a nutshell, the creed of the
Enlightenment, and the testament which it bequeathed to
future ages.

F.G. OOSTERHOFF
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Gone is their exiemy;
God, whotheir strength andstay is,
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Let themhis weonders tell,
And let their arsthems rise.
His steadfust Icove relieves them,
Their thinsthe satisfies,
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Jgrael

Jits Past,
Present

a Jfuture .

ITS CORIGIN: FAITH AND THE
LAND
In the first article we pointed out
that the people of Israel has come into
being by faith only. For such a people
it was the only way. Cp. Hebr. 11:8.
By accepting God’s promise in faith
Abram became the first Israelite. A
special emphasis is laid on FAITH, |
realize. But is that a drawback? | don't
think so. In faith yvou see God’s work
in man come to light. And that is
necessary, now that g peopfe is called
into existence. A real people, 2 nation,
visible as the others, distinguishable
by faith. | know that from here we can
go back further to the Lord’s calling
and still further to God's election in
order to bring out God's work clearly.
But of Abram's faith, which is his
answer to God’s calling, it holds good:
"“This is not your own doing, it is the
gift of God; not because of works lest
any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9).
it was by faith that Abram, Isaac, and
Jacob became and continued to be
ancestors of this people. The more so
since it is the Covenant-people.
Whereas in all covenants there are
contained two parts, there is every
reason to have the wonderful word
“faith” brought out in full relief, in
which promise and reguirement,
God's and man’s share, appear to fuil
advantage. How the roads of Chris-
tfians and Jews part when it cormes to
this basic guestion, appears whenever
the guestion “Why did God choose
this people?”’ is answered by the lat-
ter: “"Because of the merits of their
ancestors, chiefly Abraham, who as a
heathen accepted the One God and
broke with idolatry; their comparative
virtue; their humility and their faithiul-
ness. The first reason, the argument
based on the merit of Abraham, re-
curs everywhere in Jewish literature,
and especially in the fiturgy.” *
It is for this reason that the
Jewish pecple was to be and has
indeed been different from all the

30

7

other peoples and nations, whatever
the factor uniting their members into
a whole: descent, language, land,
government, culture, up to and in-
cluding religion. Extending this line we
conclude that it was to be a church
rather than a nation; first and fore-
most a church and subsequently a
nation. The Church of Lord’s Day 21
in the form of a nation. Abram was to
be a father in the Church. That is why
he is portrayed in the first verses of
Gen. 12 as the father-to-be of that
one nation and of a multitude of
nations simultaneously. With a view
to that, this posterity was united by
the ties of the covenant. So we learn
here that we should not attach too
much importance to the existence of
a Jewish people as such, as a nation
among ail the others. it is indeed an
outstanding nation, a conspicuocus
nation, the world owes to it more than
to any other, sure, but according to
those who speak of it in such terms
that is the reason why it is so much
the more entitled to share the privi-
/eges of all the others, especially to
lead their own life in their own land,
according to their own ideas. Present-
day Israel is putting itself on one level
with all the others.

That is what you can read in
most of the popular books on our
subject. That is the note struck there.
| just mention now two titles of books
by Max i. Dimont, to be found in the
average bookstore. First: Jews, God
and History (sixteenth printing!), New
York. And: The Indestructible Jews,
in which Jewish history is given the
form of a drama, with acts and
scenes. Very entertaining, yet the
praises of the Jewish nation are sung
instead of those of Yahweh, the God
of the Jews. It is first: the Jews -
then: God. In the introductory chapter
("It happened only once in history.”)
the achievements of the Jewish
people are summed up. Here are a
few quotations: “There are approxi-
mately three billion people on this
earth, of whom, twelve million - less
than one half of one percent - are
classified as Jews. Statistically, they
should hardly be heard of, like the
Ainu tucked away in a corner of Asia,
bystanders of history. But the Jews
are heard of totally out of proportion
to their small numbers. No less than
12 percent of all the Nobel prizes in
physics, chemistry and medicine have
gone to the Jews. The Jewish con-
tribution to the world’s list of great
names in religion, science, literaiure,

music, finance and philosophy is
staggering.””

“The period of greatness of
ancient Greece lasted five hundred
years. Not so with the Jews. Their
creative period extends through their
entire four-thousand-year history.”

“From this people sprang Jesus
Christ, acclaimed Son of God by more
than 850 miffion Christians . . . The
refigion of the Jews influenced the
Mohammedan faith, second largest
religious organization in the world . . .
Another Jew is venerated by more
than one biffion people. He is Karl
Marx, whose book “Das Kapital” is
the secular gospel of Communists the
world over . . . Albert Einstein, the
Jewish mathematician, ushered in the
atomic age . . . A Jewish psychiatrist,
Sigmund  Freud, lifted the lid off
man’'s mind.”

“Through the ages, the Jews
successively introduced such con-
cepts as praver, church, redemption,
universal education, charity - and did
so hundreds of years before the rest
of the world was ready to accept
thern. And yet, up until 1948, for close
to three thousand years, the Jews did
not even have a country of their own .

. {So the Old Testament period is
not taken into account! H.M.O.)

“World history has hurled six
challenges at the Jews, each a threat
to their very survival. The Jews rose
o each challenge and lived to meet
the next.”

Then the author mentions the
eight basic ways of viewing history: 1.
the unbhistoric one of Henry Ford:
"History is bunk’; 2. the political one,
the type taught in the schools; 3. the
geographic cone, in which climate and
soil determine formation of character
of people; 4. the economic one: his-
tory is determined by the way goods
are produced; 5. the psychoanalytic
one: history is the result of a process
of repressing unconscious hostilities;
8. the philosophical one of GW.E
Hegal, Oswald Spengler, and Arnold
Toynbee, who have this in common
that they see history as a flow of
events having continuity. Each civili-
zation follows a more or less predic-
table pattern. 7. The "“cuit of person-
ality’”, holding that events are moti-
vated by the dynamic force of great

men. Men create the events. And

finally 8. the religious one, locking
upon evenis as a struggle between
good and evil, between morality and
immorality.  “ft s the refationship
which man thinks exists between him



and God that does shape history.
What happens between God and man
is history . . . This man-God relation-
ship was responsible for the great gulf
in thinking which began to separate
the Jews from the rest of the pagan
world four thousand years ago.”” Mak-
ing up his mind, Dimond holds with
the psychoanalytic, philosophical and
religious interpreters of history, in that
“ideas motivate man and that it is
these ideas which create history”
(p. 22).

Since we have made Genesis 12
our point of departure, we wonder:
What about this history, in the opin-
ion of Mr. Dimont? How does he
approach it? We read on page 29:
“Here Abraham has a strong experi-
ence. It is here that he meets the Lord
God ‘Jehovah' for the first time . . . At
this encounter, it is God who pro-
poses a covenant to the patriarch . . .
If Abraham will follow the command-
ments of God, then He, in His turn,
will make the descendants of Abra-
ham His Chosen people and place
them under His protection . . . Did this
really happen? Views vary all the way
from the fundamentalist position of a
literal acceptance of every word to the
rejection of every word by the scep-
tics. We say it could have happened,
but in a slightly different way. If we
view this encounter through the lens
of modern psycho-analysis, it might
become understandable in modern
terms.

“Psychiatrists are familiar with a
psychological phenomenon known as
‘projection’. Let us say that an in-
dividual is obsessed by a thought,
which, because it is painful or for-
bidden, he does not want to acknowl-
edge as his own. On the other hand,
he can’t give it up. He wants the
thought but doesn’t want to be its
owner. He longs for it unconsciously,
but wants to reject it on a conscious
level. His mind therefore resorts to an
unconscious ‘trick’. He ‘projects’ the
thought onto someone else, and then
convinces himself that it is the other
person who suggested the thought to
him or accused him of it. These
methods of hearing or perceiving such
projected messages are known as
auditory or visual haflucinations - that
is, hearing voices, or seeing things,
that are not there . . .”

“From a psychoanalytic view-
point, therefore, it could be that
Abraham himself conceived the idea
of a covenant with an Almighty
Father figure, represented as Jehov-

Instructors and students of the teachers’ course which
was given in July at the Theo/fogical College.
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ah, and projected onto this father
figure his own wish to safeguard his
children and his children’s children for
future generations.

“From a historical viewpoint, it
makes no difference whether it was
Abraham who projected this experi-
ence onto an imaginary Jehovah or a
real Jehovah who proposed it to
Abraham. The fact remains that after
four thousand vyears the idea is still
alive and mentioned daily in prayers in
synagogues throughout the world.”
Thus far Dimont.

The reader sees where he is with
this successful author and how he
finds his way out, namely, by making
everything pivot not around the Rev-
elation of the only True God, but
round the idea of a covenant taking
form in the patriarch’s mind. In the
last resort it is man who is the maker
of religion.

The State of Israel's Procla-
mation of Independence of May 14th,
1948, starts from the same principle. It
reads: “The Land of Israel was the
birthplace of the Jewish people. Here
their spiritual, religious and national
identity was formed. Here they
achieved independence and created a
culture of national and universal sig-
nificance. Here they wrote and gave
the Bible to the world.”** | underline
the words: ““they wrote and gave”.

Comment is superfluous.

Meanwhile what has been said
above can serve as introduction to
that which is to be remarked regar-
ding: ¢/2e /and. The land, we may say,
plays a next-important role in the
considerrations of the Jews with re-
gard to their being a people. Accor-
ding to some it is almost as important
afactor. | now give a quotation from
the book Pictorial History of Israel, by
Jacob A. Rubin and Meyer Barkai, the
first chhapter of which leads off this
way: ““7This was the Covenant: ‘And |
will give to thee and to thy seed after
thee thhe land of my abode, all the land
of Canaan, for an everlasting posses-
sion’ [ Genesis 17:8).

“T his was the beginning, the be-
gimingr of the bond between the
people of Israel and the land of Israel.
From #ime immemorial this sacred
attachrment of the people to their land
has newver weakened, never been for-
gottern.  Thousands of years have
passed, tens of generations have
vanish €d, civilizations have been
create” and disappeared, nations have
been lifted to heights of influence and
have vanished from memory, but the
people  of [srael have remained ever
faithfuf to the strip of fand on the
Easterrs shores of the Mediterranean.
The larad had changed its name, its
rulers, and, by force, its inhabitants,
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but it still remained the Promised
Land.

“There was no mystery involved
{emphasis mine, H.M.O.). A people of
shepherds and peasants gave birth to
a unigue idea of monotheism and
gave a moral code to humanity - and
still withstood the pressure of worldly
affairs.”

““No mystery involved.”” A
people gave birth to a unique idea.”
Again it is the same tune. The very
opposite to the one given by us.

The land has a significant place.
There is hardly a major passage in the
Five Books of Moses which fails to
refer to and to reiterate the promise
that God made to Abraham, that the
land of Canaan would be his inheri-
tance and that of his descendants. In
the first verse of Gen. 12 we already
hear of it. It is spoken of there as “‘the
land that | will show you”. “I will
show you’" - these words make the
land part of the Lord’s revelation, a
select spot, a choice land, since it was
the Lord who roused Abraham'’s
interest. And after having set out to
go, Abram came there and traversed
the land from north to south.

The promise comes true in so far
that the land is shown to him and he
may live there. Still, it is not yet his
possession. The promise remains a
promise. “Will give,” the Lord says in
Gen. 17:8. Hebrews 11:13-16 provides
elucidation here.

The promise remains a promise
for the time being. The Patriarchs, the
first Israelites, may live there, but not
in the spirit of an arrived man, but in
faith, in hope. They are to feel them-
selves strangers and exiles on the
earth. N.B.: here we come across the
word “‘exiles”’, which is to play such a
considerable role in the people’s
history throughout the centuries, in a
context referring to the beginning of
Israel’s history. They started as exiles!
So we learn that there is a positive
element in it.

Not only with respect to their
progeny, but also with respect to the
land their faith is put to the test. How
things are related we read in Genesis
18:19: “For | have chosen him, that he
may charge his children and his
household after him to keep the way
of the LORD by doing righteousness
and justice; so that the LORD may

_bring to Abraham what he has prom-
ised him'’. The latter {‘'so that”’, and
so on) is dependent upon the former:
the keeping of the way of the LORD.
And so it remains in force. The prom-
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ise stands and all the time the require-
ment remains in operation. It is
dependent upon the Lord and up to
Israel as well whether they will enter
the land. At the same time we see the
promise corroborated by what came
to pass in history. E.g., from this angle
the burial of Sarah becomes signifi-
cant, since the first piece of land then
passes into Abraham’s ownership. We
may call Sarah’s tomb: a pledge, a
surety. The same can be said of the
information we get in Gen. 33:19,
“And from the sons of Hamor, She-
chem’s father, he bought for a hun-
dred pieces of money the piece of
land on which he had pitched his
tent.”” Again: a pledge. But a pledge,
however. For much more, namely, the
entire land, is implied in the promise.
When the LORD is pleased to put
their faith to the test, He has their
faith strengthened, confirmed. ~Al-
ready the Patriarchs may say of some
landed property: this is mine. That
way they are assured that with re-
spect to the entire land it will come
true for their children.

After the land in its full extent
has been shown to them for two
centuries so as to have a clear idea of
it and to keep a reminder of it, they
have to leave to move to a land which
definitely is not theirs and never will
be: Egypt, where the third patriarch is
given a tremendous welcome, but his
posterity is compelled to submit to
slavery, to hard bondage, to such an
extent that they cry unto the LORD
(Ex. 2:23). That the LORD has led the
people this way, a hard and bitter
way, in accordance with His divine
plan, we knew already from Genesis
15:13 ff., where the LORD also says to
Abraham: ““But | will bring judgment
on the nation which they serve.” The
whole course of events is the LORD's
concern. It is He who will make them
depart as certainly as it was He who
had made them enter before. It is not
a band of slaves under the leadership
of a certain Moses, a resistance
fighter, a clever man, that managed to
escape by seizing the opportunity as
soon as it offered; that representation
is given sometimes in books of liberal
O.T. scholars. No, it is the LORD, who
revealed himself to Moses; the LORD,
and nobody else who will bring the
people out of Egypt with His mighty
hand and outstretched arm and into
Canaan, at the entry of which dif-
ficulties are to be faced and will be
overcome. And in so far as the LORD
is enlisting the service of Moses and

the people, they are to follow where
their GOD is going ahead of them,
taking the lead. The LORD is carrying
out His plan, but that does not mean
that the Israelites will enter automati-
cally. No, they are admitted condi-
tionally. Throughout the book of
Deuteronomy, the last words spoken
by Moses on the behest of the LORD,
it is pointed out to them that by
obeying the Law and heeding the
testimonies, statutes, the way into
Canaan will be paved.

And not only that. Once they
have entered, they should not live in
the mood: “We are safe! Nothing can
happen to us!” No, dangers are
threatening over there. And now |
mean dangers of a spiritual kind. To-
day, about twenty-five years after the
event, | very well remember how the
late Prof. B. Holwerda during his lec-
tures on the exegesis of Deuter-
onomy, disgressed upon those dan-
gers. In Deut. 7 it is the inhabitants,
the Canaanite population, which con-
stitute such a danger, and for that
reason they are to be destroyed. In
ch. 8 it is the land itself that consti-
tutes a danger. It is a good land, a
choice portion, sure. Cp. the verses
7-10. In the setting of that time, of
course! A time when copper and iron,
but not oil-wells, had come into the
picture. The condition of life is such
that the Israelites may become weal-
thy people, saying in their hearts: "My
power and the might of my hand have
gotten me this wealth”’. So we are led
to ch. 9 and 10, where it is the people
itself that forms a potential danger to
Israel. They should never forget what
a people they have been in the wil-
derness, provoking the LORD to
wrath. When entering they are taking
this old nature along with them. So
the LORD has his people warned
circumstantially. And now that | come
to think of it, | wonder: Isn’t it a
remarkable coincidence that Prof.
Holwerda gave this course in the very
time that Israel’s independence was
proclaimed?! As often as the question
comes up: Is Israel entitled to live in
an independent state in Palestine, |
would like to point to the last book of

the Pentateuch. H.M. OHMANN

* Arthur Hertzberg, Judaism (in the
series Great Religions of Modern
Man), pp. 8, 9.

** Walter Laqueur, The Arab-Israel
Reader: A Documentary History of
the Middle East Conffict, p. 125.



Christiang, Awake!

J. Wainwrite, 1723-68
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Christians, awake! salute the happy morn
Whereon the Saviour of the world was born;
Rise to adore the mystery of love,

Which hosts of angels chanted from above:
The joyful tidings, first with them begun,

Of God incarnate and the Virgin’s Son.

Then to the watchful shepherds it was told,

Who heard the herald angel’s voice, ‘Behold,
| bring good tidings of a Saviour’s birth

To you and all the nations upon earth:

This day has God fulfilled his promised word,
This day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord'.

He spoke, and straightway the celestial choir
In hymns of joy, unknown before, conspired;
The praises of redeeming love they sang,
And heaven’s whole orb with Alleluias rang:
God’'s highest glory was their anthem still,
Peace upon earth, and unto men good will.

To Bethl’hem straight th’enlightened shepherds ran,
To see the wonder God had wrought for man,
And found, with Joseph and the blessed Maid,
Her Son, the Saviour, in @ manger laid:

They to their flocks, still praising God, returned,
And their glad hearts with holy rapture burned.

May we now keep and ponder in our mind
God’s wondrous love in saving lost mankind;
O trace the Babe, who has retrieved our loss,
From his poor manger to his bitter cross;
Tread in his steps, enabled by his grace,

Till man’s first glorious state again takes place.

Then may we hope, the angel-hosts among,
To sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song:
He that was born upon this joyful day
Around us all his glory shall display;

Saved by his love, incessant we shall sing
Eternal praise to heaven’s almighty King.

J. Byrom (rev.)
[Cf. Luke 2:8-20; IPeter 2:21; Matthew 25:34]
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Yes, we had better begin with correcting a few things.
| received a very kind letter from a brother in London, who
pointed out a few incorrect statements in a previous
Medley. He deserves it that the corrections are made, and
so do our readers. | do not wish to give a wrong
impression. If the readers disagree with me, that’s fine:
we'll leave it at that. But if | am wrong, it should be
corrected. Here we go then.

In the first place he asks whether it would not be good
to quote the complete decision of a Consistory whenever |
deem it necessary to make some remarks about part of a
decision. it is not so that our brother is afraid that | give an
out-of-context quotation; he wants all the readers to
benefit from the complete text, which will render it easier
for them to evaluate my remarks.

It is always difficult to determine what should be
quoted and what can be left out without doing injustice to
the one(s) who took a decision. If one writes an article
about it, then the decision should be quoted in full. But if
one just wishes to draw the attention to a few elements in
the decision, then, | think, it is sufficient just to quote
those parts. A news mediey should not become an article;
and, on the other hand, it should be more than just
passing on some news. The interest which our readers
have in the medleys proves that they serve a purpose not
in the last place but the evaluation of decisions and/or
events which they endeavour to give.

The second point which was mentioned in that letter
is this: | mentioned that London now had “another” pipe
organ. The word “another” is not correct: London had an
electronic organ, which cost them $200.00 extra when they
purchased the building eight years ago. | was not aware of
it that it was an electronic organ. | was in London only a
few times, and | thought that | saw some pipes there;
maybe a false front? Now it is real in any case, and with
this | congratulate them.

In the third place the following remark was made:
“With London spending so much money on another organ,
we must appear pretty cheap to only pay our caretaker
$300.00 . . . You had the wrong congregation. It should
have been Watford which has a much smaller church
building than London.” The correction has hereby been
made: it was Watford. However, | wish to point out that
we should stay away from false dilemmas. | do not say
that my correspondent made one, but it could easily be
understood as such.

I mean this: sometimes members try to hold up
certain projects by pointing out that there are other causes
which demand the attention first, and in this manner they
make a false opposition. When something is necessary or
conducive to the worship of the Lord, is should be done,
never mind what other tasks there are for the Church. IF a
choice has to-be made for lack of funds, THEN we have to
see what is the most important task for the moment; but if
that choice is not necessary at the certain moment, then
matters should be considered in themselves and not in
comparison with other - maybe equally important - tasks.

What my brother is concerned about most of all is
this: “1 think that it is unfortunate that it is necessary to
pay anyone other than the minister and we certainly need
not write about the poor, underpaid caretaker.”

We are then reminded of all the work that is being
done in the Church for which no financial remuneration is
given whatsoever. There are the elders and the deacons;
there are the organists who, in most instances, receive
only a token of appreciation; there are the ladies who
prepare meals for Classes and Synods; there is the
Classis quaestor (treasurer); there is the person who
prepares, types, folds, and delivers the bulletins, etcetera.
They all do not get paid; why, then, should we speak of
the caretaker? Is that because he has to clean up the
mess?

That a caretaker oftentimes has to clean up a mess is
something which is beyond doubt. Recently | came into a
large auditorium of one of the Churches here in Ontario: it
was Monday evening and the caretaker had just swept out
the rows between the pews. | wish you could have seen
the mess that was lying in the aisles! However, it is not for
that reason that we ought to make sure that his labours are
well-rewarded. There is something else here, | think.

Experience teaches us that the work is always done by
the same persons. Requests for volunteers are most of the
time answered by the same group of church members. If
you ask one of the others, you may receive for a reply,
“No, | am not able to come for | have to work overtime that
day.” When you ask the ladies to take care of the meals for
a Classis or a Synod, there may be some who say, “No, |
cannot do that, for | have to work that day.” And whereas
the one may be willing to forego some extra income in
order to help, the other may not be prepared to do so, or
perhaps cannot afford it to lose that extra income. We
cannot judge the circumstances of all members and we do
not know their difficulties and/or obligations. And we are
not allowed to lay a heavier financial burden upon the one
than upon the other. | am convinced that the financial
burdens connected with Church life should be borne
equally by all. | am not allowed to demand of a brother
that he shall forego some extra income because it is his
turn to clean the auditorium, while he may need that
money badly and have waited for an opportunity to make
something extra for a long time. A brother who is a
carpenter should not be required to take time off from his
other work to do some jobs on the parsonage or the
Church building without pay because, well, he is a
carpenter after all, isn't he? And a brother who is an
electrician should not have to say “No” to a customer
because he happens to be the only electrician in the
Church and something has to be fixed in the catechism
room. If they are willing to do so and have some spare
moments they wish to use for that work, fine. Otherwise
they should be paid for it just as we would have to pay
other professionals. The same applies to a caretaker, |
think. However, enough about this, otherwise we do get an
article and we don’t want that. It is about time we come
with some news, real news.

All right, then: we spoke of organs a few moments
ago. Guelph is installing one right now and, according to
the information provided by the organist, it appears to be
an unique case here in Canada as far as the place is
concerned where it is located: it is hanging from the
arches, against the one wall. In Germany, we are told, this
can be seen more frequently, and this sort of installation




is called a “swallow-nest”. The name shows already what
you can expect to see if you ever come to Guelph. It is an
organ with approximately 200 pipes, unified. The console,
however, is the same as that for a much larger organ, and
they can easily add various ranks in the future. It will be in
use by the time you read this, and the Congregation will
be enjoying its sound. Less than a year ago the members
of Fergus/Guelph living around Guelph became a separate
congregation: now they have a Church building and an
organ and we all are thankful for these blessings.

Another Congregation that will be very happy is the
one at Burlington West or, to say it more correctly, the
Rehoboth Church at Buyrlington: they will have taken
possession of their brand new building by now. An official
evening was scheduled for the 12th of December, and that
is past history by the time you see these lines. The
Committee of Administration was urged by members of
the Congregation to organize another “drive”, and you
don’t have to say that too often to a Committee of
Administration! They will comply with such a request right
away. That's what they did there, too.

Now that the meeting place for Rehoboth Church at
Burlington has changed, the matter of “borders” came up
again. In fact, it has been a topic for quite a while in the
three Churches involved. Hamilton decided in principle to
propose a change in borderline, we read. This decision
was made after extensive discussions. Ebenezer, Burling-
ton, also discussed this point. Both Burlington Consis-
tories agree, we read, that “we would consider any request
from the members, subject to legitimate reasons, to join
either Rehoboth or Ebenezer Church and would approve
such requests.” Then there comes something which gave
me much joy, as our readers can well imagine: “Further to
this the consistory of the Ebenezer Church wants to
express the hope that some time in the future the
borderline will disappear (as has happened in other areas
in Canada) and in this way prevent ‘border cases’ and give
members who move in from outside the option to join
either Congregation.” | wholeheartedly support that wish.

Ebenezer Church also decided to include the expenses
for foreign mission in the budget. Here we have another
point which | call progress. Maybe not too much value is
ascribed to my evaluation of this decision, | still want to
say it!

Before we leave Ontario, a few more remarks.

The Synod has been adjourned, as | heard, after
almost four weeks. The brethren enjoyed the interest of
old and young and many a time there were quite a few
visitors during the plenary sessions which, as has become
customary, were always scheduled for the evenings. Com-
mittee meetings were held during the day, although later
on there were plenary sessions also in daytime. We now
have to wait for the Acts to learn what decisions were
made. Once more it has become apparent that being a
delegate to Synod does not mean that one has an
extended holiday! It is hard work from nine in the morning
till nine-thirty at night, plus some extra work after if one
wishes to have a report ready before the next morning.

The presence of ministers from the West gave the
Churches here the opportunity to hear them. Both Rev. J.
Mulder and Rev. M. Van Beveren went to Ottawa to preach
there. The Fergus Church had the rare occasion to see
both their former ministers and their present minister on
the pulpit on the same Sunday: Rev. M. Van Beveren
preached in the morning, Rev. P. Kingma in the afternoon,
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The Lord willing, Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Luiten
hope to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary on
Saturday, December 7 with an open house in the
hall of the Canadian Reformed Church at Carman.

Both Jan Hendrik Luiten and Geertruide Luiten
[nee Klos] were born in Enschede, The Netherlands.
They were united in marriage on December 7, 1934
and lived there until June 1954.

They then emigrated to Homewood, Manitoba
with their 3 children, settling in Carman that fall.

Mr. Luiten’s hobby is music, having been a
member of the Christelyke Harmonie in Enschede
for 35 years and the Carman Band for 17 years. At
present he is conductor of Carman’s Choir, a post
he has held for the last 10 years.

Mr. and Mrs. Luiten are both in good health.
May the Lord grant them many more years together
under His blessing.

Their address is Box 623, Carman, Manitoba
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d service was
arranged to create such an event, it be made known that
the evening service was the Dutch service which we have
every second and fourth Sunday of the month.

Brampton was thinking of installing a “nursery” in the
basement, but when the brethren discovered that this was
to cost some $8,000.00, they hastily withdrew from the
project.

The very last point which | mention from Ontario is
the “resthome” project. In the previous Medley we already
mentioned that Lincoln and Smithville decided to join the
Hamilton-based society. When | say “Hamilton-based” | do
not mean that it is confined to Hamilton. On the contrary,
the brethren there wish to make it a regional matter, a
central home for all the brethren and sisters from all over
Ontario. They are not planning to apply for subsidy, as |
understood, for then you are not completely free whom
you give a place in such a home and whom you do not
wish to have as a resident. And | am convinced that we
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should do our best to have all our brethren and sisters
together in their “golden years” so that they can be of help
and support to each other also during the last stretch of
their pilgrim’s journey. Then we should not be restricted
by regulations concerning income, etcetera. The Hamilton
property is located at a very convenient spot: residents
can, once it is ready, walk to the building next door: that
is the Church building. For those who would be unable to
attend Church a P.A. system could be installed at very
little cost. The Fraser Valley resthome would be farther
from Church.

As for the latter, there are some very gratifying
developments there. The Senior Gitizen Home Society has
been incorporated, and the lawyer who assisted charged
only a fraction of the cost which is normal in such cases.
Each board member is going to visit the members of “his”
congregation to try to gain members. And some 75% of the
total price of the property has been paid to date. But that is
not all!!

Before you can start building, you need plans, a
design, calculations, drawings, and whatever else there
may be. Such items have to be prepared by an architect
and they know what to charge. Church News tells us that
it can run to 10% of the total cost of a project. That would
be $20,000.00 if the total cost is two hundred thousand
dollars. But now there is a happy ‘“coincidence” in the
Valley. A brother is studying to become an architect and
expects to graduate this coming spring. He has to hand in
a project as his graduation “thesis” and has chosen the
topic of Resthomes! Yes, you can guess it already: he is
drawing all the plans which he will present to the faculty
as his project, and the Resthome Society will benefit from
it, for they will be allowed to use them free of charge. That
will keep the cost of the project from soaring.

Speaking of soaring, it seems that the two main
speakers at the College Evening did just that. The Church
News tells us that “the feathered speakers were Dr. J.
Faber . . . and Rev. M. VanderWel”. | hope that they have
since returned to a good, down-to-earth existence.

Let us close this time with the prairie provinces, or
rather, with Alberta.

The Edmonton City Guide mentions that there seems
to be a large number of people who do not know that the
Book of Praise is still available, for many “borrow” from
the Church. That is not the only place from where such
complaints are heard. Ebenezer Church at Burlington has
to utter the same complaint. These things should not
happen among us. We know that the copies which the
Churches have purchased are for visitors and not for
members. In exceptional cases members could use them,
but some seem to make a habit of it to “forget” their own
copy. Then they are upset if the caretaker refuses to give
them one, since they are for visitors only. And in some
cases they borrow without giving back. That is not
confined to Books of Praise. Recently an organist some-
where discovered that some books with music by Bach
were missing as well as the book with harmonizations for
the hymns. Later on it appeared that a “guest organist”
who played at a wedding had inadvertently put them into
his briefcase and was not so polite as to return them until
someone asked him whether he perhaps had taken them
along by mistake . . .

Of Calgary we have to mention something different.
There the well-known Dr. Morgenthaler spoke before a
university audience, and this was an opportunity for Rev.
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R. Boersema to let the people hear some Scriptural
thoughts over against the propagation of abortion which
was taking place. He handed out some 400 stencilled
sheets on the question, “Who's in charge? Morgenthaler or
God?” These are events which can be used very well to
confront the people with the revelation of our God.

| said that we were going to conclude our Medley with
news from the prairie provinces.

This last word is to be a word of congratulation.
Brother and sister Vanderland in Edmonton celebrated
their fortieth wedding anniversary on November 11. They
let us know about this via an advertisement in Clarion; we
wish to let them know that we read it and we offer them
our congratulations at this occasion. As with all the others
who reached this milestone, so with you we say: May the
Lord our God guide you also further as long as He gives
you a task.
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REPORT OF THE SECOND GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE

Canadian Reformed High School Association of Ontario

We are thankful to report that the Constitution pro-
posed by the Board was officially adopted by the mem-
bers. The constitution reads as follows:

Article 1 - NAME

This organization shall be known as the Canadian
Reformed High School Association of Ontario.

Article Il - BASIS

The basis of the Association is the Word of God as
confessed in the Three Forms of Unity of the Canadian
Reformed Churches: the Belgic Confession, the Heidel-
berg Catechism, and the Canons of Dort.

Article lIl - PURPOSE

The purpose of the Association is to establish and
maintain schools promoting Reformed Secondary Edu-
cation in accordance with Article Il of this Constitution.

Article IV - MEMBERS

Any confessing member of one of the Canadian
Reformed Churches may be a member of the Association.
Although husband and wife constitute only one member-
ship, the wife may represent her husband in his absence.

Article V - STAFF

Only confessing members of one of the Canadian
Reformed Churches may be employed as principal or
teacher by the Association.

Article VI - ENROLMENT

Enrolment is open to members of the Canadian
Reformed High School Association and to their children,
foster children, and wards. Any other enrolment is subject
to the approval of the Board upon recommendation of the
local board members.

Article VIl - AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by a 25 majority
vote of the total membership of the Association, provided
that three weeks previous notice has been sent out to each

member stating the desired change. Article Il (Basis),
Article lll (Purpose), Article IV (Members), Article V (Staff),
and Article VIl (Amendments) of this Constitution are not
subject to change.

Article VIl - NON-PROFIT STATUS

The Association shall be carried on as a non-profit
organization; any surpius may be used to promote the
purpose of the Association or for special reserve funds
upon approval of the membership of the Association.

Article IX - DISSOLUTION

The decision to dissolve the Association shall require
the approval of 90% of the membership, provided that
three weeks previous notice has been sent to each member
stating the reason(s). Upon the dissolution or winding up
of the Association all its remaining assets after payment
of liabilities, shall be distributed to one or more registered
charitable organizations in Canada which adhere to the
doctrine expressed in the standards of the Canadian
Reformed Churches as accepted within the federation of
the said churches as at the date of the organization of the

Association.

In addition to the Constitution the members also

accepted the following Board proposals:

a) the Bylaws (although additions will still be made)

b) the name of the future school will be ‘Guido de Bres’

c) the site will be just south of Hamilton, close to Mount
Hope. (the Board promised to consider seriously other
possibilities)

d) some financial agreements were ratified by the mem-
bers.

e) the Board was given a vote of confidence.

With its renewed mandate the Board looks forward to
the coming months. We have taken a long step toward
realizing our plans for a Canadian Reformed High School
in Ontario. The LORD has truly blessed us.

OCTOBER 25, 1974 W.F. HORSMAN

The Canadian Reformed Rest Home Inc..

REPORT OF PROGRESS

regular housework, etc. They are
avoiding the present private or mun-
icipally owned facilities as long as
they can and are hoping to move into
a Rest Home of the type we are
aiming for: “Behold, how good and

Two months ago we reported, in
the October 19th issue of Clarion,
that a two-acre property was bought
by the Hamilton society for the pur-
pose of building a Canadian Re-
formed Rest Home. We also wrote
that it was deemed desirable to seek
cooperation with other congregations
in Ontario, since it was the wish of
the Hamilton society to establish a
Regional Home with regional repre-
sentation in the Board.

In the few weeks which have
passed, several meetings, drives,
etc., have been held with .as one of
the major results a good increase in
membership. The total number of
members is now more than double
the number reported in October,
namely 69. Secondly, quite a lot of
money has been collected, by way of
members paying their yearly fee
($100) in advance - although install-
ment payments were also gratefully
accepted -, by way of selling bonds
and through donations. Thirdly, we

have found a favourable response in
the neighbouring congregations that
have been visited by members of the
Board. Several congregations now
have their own society or will shortly
form one. Not all congregations have
been contacted and we have also
been informed that some delay in
correspondence was due to the fact
that General Synod was being held
during that time.

All in all, the board is very
pleased, encouraged and thankful.

On the other hand, is it all that
surprising, that there is so much
enthusiasm for a CANADIAN RE-
FORMED Rest Home? On our mem-
bership drive through the congrega-
tion of Hamilton and from what we
have heard from representatives from
other congregations, we have noticed
that there is an urgent need for such
a Home. Many older people are
anxiously waiting to move into a Rest
Home because they are virtually un-
able to look after themselves, the

how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity!”

They are longing for the possibil-
ity to have church services in the
language with which they are still so
very much familiar. They are longing
to be able to still attend church
activities, which would be possible if
the Rest Home will be built on the
property beside the Cornerstone
Church in Hamilton.

Again, we are thankful for the
enthusiasm and encouragement for
our goal and above all for God's
blessing of our work. As a conclu-
sion, we would like to ask everyone
who is not yet a member of the
Canadian Reformed Rest Home Inc.
and wishes to become one, or who
has questions or suggestions about
the society, and/or who wishes to
buy bonds, to write to 25 St. Clair
Avenue, Hamilton, Ont.

For the Board
ALBERT DE JONG, secretary
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ONCE MORE THE ICCC

The reader will remember that
the previous review dealt with the
criticism voiced at the synod of the
“Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken”
in The Netherlands with regard to the
ICCC, the organization of Dr. Carl
Mcintire. That criticism was also
directed against the way ICCC resolu-
tions come about. In Nederlands
Dagblad of Saturday, September 21,
we read how the reporting committee
also stated as a condition for contin-
uation of the membership of the
“Christelijke Gereformeerde” Chur-
ches in the ICCC that

it must be prevented that per-

sonal resolutions are presented to

the outside world as the opinion
of the whole organization; and
that resolutions must be properly
prepared, namely in such a way
that the contents are biblically-

theologically justifiable . . .

In my opinion, also this criticism is to
the point. One can read things in the
Christian Beacon which are not bibli-
cally-theologically justifiable and be-
long rather to the world of human
fantasy. An example we find in an
article in the September 5 issue, writ-
ten by Robert Barry, Director 20th
Century UFO Bureau, under the head-
ing “And Now, Australia”. As the
reader knows, UFO stands for Uni-
dentified Flying Objects. Many people
in the U.S. and Canada claim they
have seen such objects. The author
tells that lately many of these flying
objects have been noticed on the
Australian continent. After having
mentioned a number of cases in
which people also in the U.S. saw
strange things, the author says:

An article in a nationally-distri-
buted newspaper recently repor-
ted that Dr. Carl Mcintire, foun-
der of the 20th Century UFO
Bureau, established it to explain
and convince people of the Scrip-
tural significance of UFQ’s. Dr.
Mclntire pointed out that “Chris-
tians have an obligation to enter
the field and interpret it.”” The
UFQ's are “of special interest
to those concerned about the
prophecies of the Bible and the

view

signs in the heavens at the end of
time,” he said.

We read in Psalm 33:6: ““By the
Word of the Lord were the
heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of his
mouth.”

And then the astonishing conclusion
follows:

I'd say that's a pretty good
indication that that there (should
probably read: that there are,
J.G.) other intelligent beings in
the heavens and that God cre-
ated them in the same manner
He created Adam when He
breathed the breath of life upon
him, and man ‘“became a living
soul.”” Notice in this verse of
Scripture that “‘heavens’’ is used
in the plural form. This means the
area in the heavens that we see
with the eye where all the stars
and planets exist. And out in
space (“’heavens’’) exist a host of
beings that God created by the
“breath of his mouth”. The
Scripture has been there all
along. We have just neglected
to pursue its real meaning.

Another text is quoted. It is Psalm
148:1-3:

Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye
the Lord from the heavens
(plural): praise him in the heights.
Praise ye him, all his angels:
praise ye him, all his hosts. Praise
ye him, sun and moon: praise
him, all ye stars of light.

And again the conclusion is drawn
that besides the stars and planets and
untold number of galaxies in the
heavens, which are told to praise God,

Also the angels are told to
praise Him, and likewise “‘all his
hosts.” So (1) the angels and (2)
God’'s host (= U.F.0.’s) are told
to praise Him. (Brackets mine,
J.G.)

Here it appears that the Bible gives us
science fiction. Or must we rather say
that the Bible is adapted to science
fiction? | would say: not this way!
This is “inlegkunde’” rather than
“uitlegkunde” (a reading into rather
than an explaining of the text).

On the other hand, we can ha
appreciation for the fact that the ICCC
tries to make it clear that the other
organization, the World Council of
Churches, overagainst which it was

established in 1948, is a revolutionary
and antichristian and unscriptural
movement. In the September 19 issue
reprinted

the Christian Beacon
speeches of the General Secretary of
the WCC, Mr. Philip A. Potter, as well
as of the chairman of the Central
Committee of the WCC, Dr. M.M.
Thomas. These were published earlier
in This Month, the organ of the
Ecumenical Press Service. From the
report of Dr. M.M. Thomas the fol-
lowing part is taken and commented
on in a separate article:

Dr. M.M. Thomas, chairman of
the Central Committee of the
World Council of Churches, in his
report to the annual meeting (of
this Central Committee, J.G.) in
West Berlin, August 11-18, spel-
led out ““the meaning of the
Cross for a technological future.”
Dr. Thomas, of India, second
only to the General Secretary in
structural order of the WCC, con-
cluded his report by quoting from
a paper by Paul Verghese, an-
other WCC leader. The second
quoted read:

“Our mastery of the universe is
like the mastery of our bodies,
not for our own use, but in order
to give nature as an extended
body into the hands of the loving
God in the great mystery of the
Eucharistic self-offering. This is
the mystery of the Cross. Christ
gave Himself with humanity and
nature to God in self-denying
love, and therefore saved human-
ity and nature.

“lt is in that eternal act of sac-
rifice and love that we, too, are
called upon to participate. Tech-
nology is the way of humanizing
the world of matter in time-
space, and thereby of extending
the human body to envelop the
whole universe. But the human-
izing and extension, if it is to be
salvific, must find its proper cul-
mination in man’s offering of
himself and the universe to God
in love.”

In this quotation we find a phil-
osophy which would need quite some
explanation. The article does not give
it. It is not necessary either. The
comment on the quoted words sticks



t at issue when it says:
‘the Bible in no way teach-
gs that Christ gave Himself with
humanity and nature to God in
~ any capacity of any kind. On the

cross He died for the sins of men.
it is sin that brought death, the
just penalty of man's discbedi-
ence to God.

The WCC leader's exposition
of the mystery of the cross re-
veals that he has completely a-
bandoned the message of Scrip-
tre on the cross. Moreover, he
says that all human beings are to
take part in this eternal act of
sacrifice and love by man's offer-
ing of himself and the universe
10 God in love.

In truth, however, there is not
one single thing that any man
can do according to the Bible to
aid, contribute to, or participate
in his salvation. The Scripture
says, “"Salvation is of the Lord”,

It is the old liberal theology that
does indeed see the cross as a sacri-
fice, but as a human sacrifice of
Jesus, a good man, in the same way
that e.g. good fighters for freedom
today can sacrifice their lives for the
“good cause” of a better world., That
is the “"mystery of the cross’ in which
all men can and must participate. Our
Catechism speaks differently in Lord's
Day 5 and 6: God wanted His justice
to be satisfied. We cannot pay this
satisfaction. We increase our debt
daily. We cannot redeem ourselves
and our world, Therefore the Son of
God came as a man to pay for us.

The article continues:

Through the vyears World
Council leaders have cast off re-
straints and revealed their unbe-
lief. Bishop G. Bromiey Oxnam,
one of the first presidents, called
God “a dirty bully” if the concept
of Christ shedding His blood was
a requirement of God for the
atonement of sin.

Mavbe some of the readers re-
member the tumuit in the Netherlands
some years ago when a professor of
the Hervormde Kerk said about the
doctrine of atonement through the
blood of Christ: “Just give my portion
1o Fikkie” ("Geef mijn portie maar aan
Fikkie”). (Fikkie is a common dog’s
name.) And today men like Dr. H.
Wiersinga, minister in the Synodical
Reformed Churches in the Nether-
lands, are teaching in the same way.
Such teachings are in conflict with

the revealed holy Name of our God,
and sin against the third command-
ment. And we can understand it that
the apostle Paul writes in Galatians
1:8: “But even though we, or an angel
from heaven, should preach a gospel
to you contrary to that which we have
preached to vyou, let him be ac-
cursed.” Our God does not hold him
guiltless who uses His Name in vain,
who connects His Name with the lie
of false teachings.

If we know these things, then we
are also able to see through the beau-
tiful words of the end of the report of
Dr. Thomas and we can say: the
words seem good, but he gives them
a meaning different from the way we
would understand them. He said:

Now to sum up. The World
Council of Churches is a fellow-
ship of churches founded on faith
in Jesus Christ as God and Sav-
jour, and engaged in exploring
the meaning of the centrality of
Jesus Christ for the unity of the
Church, for the Church’s partic-
ipation in the struggle of men and
women for their humanity in the
modern world . . .

i sometimes wish . . . that we
could interpret “"Christ only” as

withdrawal = from @t
worlds {of religion, of id
spirituality, J.G.) and ma
sponsibilities, But we cannot,
cause in and through Christ, &
renews ail men and all things .
The only thing we can do is
pray that within these inescap

able involvements, the Council
and its member churches may . .
. “allow Christ to set them fres’’.

Indeed, the world (the unbeﬁ‘ei’z}

ers, humanism} once more tries 1o

“free’’ mankind {(by racial, women's,
children’s liberations, etc.). And the
churches (1) must be involved in these
movements. For they are thought 10
be the renewal which God works
through Christ. However, Revelation
(21-22) speaks differently. Read itl

it is good that the Christian
Beacor tries to make these things
known to the American and other
peoples. May many eyes be opened
and remain open to these things. It is
therefore all the more regrettable that
the ICCC gives reason for criticism, as
was clearly shown at the Synod of the
"Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken”
in The Netherlands.

J. GEERTSEMA
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Office-Bearers’ Conference in Fdmonton

Report of the second annual
office-bearers’ conference, held on
November 11, 1974, in Edmonion:

The chairman, Dr. P. VanBostel-
en, opened the meeting at 9:45 a.m.
by requesting us to sing Ps. 133. He
read Eph. 4:1-16 and led in prayer.

The agenda for this conference
was drawn up.

Rev. D. Dedong presenied the
topic “How to conduct a family visit”.
An outline of points consisted of:
1. What is a family visit.

a. The visited. b. The visitors. c.
The visit. d. The purpose. e.
The history.

2. How to conduct a family visit.

a. The arrangement. b. The begin-
ning. ¢. The conversation
{formal part). d. The conver-
sation (material part). e. The
conversation (difficuities).

3. How and what to report of a family
visit.

4. When and how to follow up a
family visit.

At 11 o'clock we paused for two
minutes of silence to honour those
who gave their lives for freedom, after
which Rev. Dedong continued with
his topic.

Set-up of future conferences:

it was decided that the next con-
ference will be held in Calgary, pre-
ferably the first long weekend in May
1875. The church at Calgary will be in
charge of selecting speaker, topic,
etc.

During the intermission a light
iunch was served, and guestions in
writing could be given to the speaker.
After the intermission, discussion
followed on the topic. it was very
good and lively at times. it can be
noted that this conference was very
educational not only for the young
elders who have to do their first
family visits, but also, as a good
reminder, for those elders who served
already for several terms.

The chairman thanked Rev. De
Jong for presenting his topic, and the
three ladies received a warm applause
for serving us during the meseling
with coffee {tea) and the “goede
belegde broodjes”. : .

The chairman reguested us 1o

close this second annual office-

bearers’ conference with the singing
of Hymn 51:1, 2, after which Rev.
Dedong closed in thanksgiving.

For the committee, P. DOORTEN
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TheLiberation inthe fforties

PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS (8)

AUGUST 30, 1945

Early in the morning | was riding
my bike towards a neighbouring vil-
lage to buy some bread from “bakker
Van der Mooren".

Then | met one of my elders. He
stopped me and asked if it would suit
me to have a brief Consistory meeting
that evening after the counting of the
collections was finished.

This was a monthly ceremony in
which all the elders and deacons took
part. It gave them another opportunity
to discuss certain things in an uncon-
strained way.

| was so surprised that | forgot to
ask him: What is it for, brother?
However, soon afterwards it became
clear to me. When | returned home
my wife told me she had heard
from the young girl that helped her
that the same elder was going around
in the congregation to ask some
members what they were thinking of
their minister and about that pamphlet
he had written. So he arranged a sort
of opinion poll.

It was added that to his surprise
some of the people had answered
him: | fully agree with the ‘con-
cerned”’, for what they stand for is
exactly the same as what we have
learnt at Catechism-class, and what
Synod teaches must be something
new and is no good!

Later on during the same day |
went to see this elder again, to ask
him what the Consistory meeting was
to deal with.

He answered that it was my
pamphilet.

Well, | replied, you knew every-
thing about it and even agreed with
the plan to write and distribute it.

He could not deny this, but re-
duced “pamphlet” to “‘a brief letter”.

Later on those Consistory mem-
bers who had just stepped down con-
firmed that it was certainly not just a
brief letter but a pamphlet containing
the same things which | had read
during a Consistory meeting. | still
possess that “‘speech’’.

EVENING

In the evening the collections of
the last few weeks were counted.
Under a certain strain. This time even

the minister took part in this ceremo-
ny.

As soon as it was all done the
Consistory meeting was opened.

There was no electricity yet. Dur-
ing the last winter of the War the
whole network was destroyed.

So we did not use our small and
dark consistory room but the front
section of our church building.

As long as it lasted we sat there
in the dimming daylight.

As soon as it was dark we lighted
an oil-lamp, which made some ghostly
effects. The majority of people who
were present, then, acted like ghosts .

For, of course, my first question
was this: Some of you wanted to
have this meeting arranged. Who will
tell the meeting what it is for?

Then the elder | had met in the
early morning of the same day,
cleared his throat, and spoke.

He said: “Is it your intention,
reverend, to cause a division in the
congregation? Is that your intention
by having your pamphlet distributed?’’

| replied by asking him a counter-
question: “Do you ask this question
for yourself only, or on behalf of any
others also?”’

“On behalf of the four of us,”
those four being one more elder and
the two deacons.

Later on it became clear that
these four had arranged and held a
sort of secret meeting, from which the
third elder - and of course the minister
- were excluded. The elder was sup-
posed to be anti-synodical.

The questions that were asked
were obviously formulated during that
meeting.

After a long discussion, in which
the last-mentioned elder took a firm
stand and tried to convince the others
that they had not acted in true Chris-
tian love, the question was answered
by a clear statement: ““No, | have not
even the slightest intention to split the
congregation; but | have only acted in
the way to which the Consistory has
agreed.”

| added to this the following: “I
have never acted without the fore-
knowledge or consent of the Consis-
tory,” making it clear that way that

what the others had done was in
strong contrast with what could be
expected from them.

Then it was my turn to ask a
question. It was this: “‘Are there any
influences here from outside the con-
gregation?”’

The spokesman of the four had
to admit he had seen the minister of
Werkendam - the man who had vis-
ited me and later on wrote the already
mentioned letters to me - in order to
ask him how he could have a meeting
of the Consistory called together.

My reply was: “Well, could not
you have asked me? | could have told
you straight away that when you
want to arrange a meeting for some-
thing important you can always get
it!"”

It was a bit naive to suggest that
he has taken his bike and made the
trip of approximately 15 miles and
back only for this little point!

MORE QUESTIONS

Then the second question that
had been prepared was asked: “Will
you inform the congregation this
Sunday that you recall your pam-
phlet?”

As a sequel to the answer to the
previous one this was an illogical
question. No wonder that | had to
answer it in the negative. However, |
added: ““You have always known
where | stand. You have perfectly
realized that you called a ,candidate
who was known not to agree with the
synodical decisions. Yet you have
called me, just over a year ago. After-
wards | have told the Consistory more
than once that in my ministry | must
come into conflict with these synodi-
cal statements. Apart from that, this
Sunday | have to deliver a sermon on
Lord’s Day 25, on the sacraments.
Even in this sermon | have to disagree
with the synodical doctrine concern-
ing the holy sacraments.”

For the third time the elder-
spokesman, following the prepared
lines, spoke: “Then we must decide
that the minister is not permitted to
preach this Sunday.”

My question was: ““Does that
mean that | am suspended?”’

Answer: “Yes, indeed.”

My feliow-elder then delivered an
address full of emotion. The old man
was really shocked by this sort of
fanaticism. He seriously warned the
others that they should be well aware
of what they were going to do by




suspending the minister: they would
split up the congregation into two
parts; they were the schismatics and
not the minister!

It was to no avail. My own efforts
to make it clear to them what they
actually were doing were not success-
ful either: they charged me with
something that was considered so
serious that, when it would be com-
mitted by an “ordinary’’ Church mem-
ber, he would be deemed worthy of
excommunication (Article 79 of the
Church Order)!

When | asked them, “Do you
really mean that this is the way, that
you have to suspend me?”’ one of the
elders even dared to say: “Yes, for
God'’s sake!”

It sounded like a curse!

SUSPENDED

And so, after a ministry of just
one year and less than two months, it
was solemnly stated that | was pro-
visionally suspended as a public schis-
matic, on the ground of Article 80 of
the Church Order.

Article 79, which says that also a
neighbouring Church has to give its
opinion, was completely overlooked.

I immediately informed the Con-
sistory that | could not agree with
their verdict and would not acknow-
ledge this suspension, as it was in
clear contradiction with the will of the
Lord Jesus. It was my strong convic-
tion that He had not suspended me!

AND NOW?

What now? What, then, had to
happen after this?

This was not very clear yet.

We could be sure that a small
number of Church members would
never accept this evil decision of the
majority of Consistory members.

However, would they be able to
financially support a minister?

No other congregation in the
Classis was expected to “liberate”
itself from the synodical yoke.

What was going to happen?

My wife and | were afraid that
most likely we would have togo . . .

However, this appeared to be a
matter of little faith!

The Head of the Church was
there, too!

We hope to be able to tell about
this in the near future.

G. VAN RONGEN
[Pro Ecclesial
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our little
magazine

Dear Busy Beavers,

First of all, let's wish each other a joyous and blessed
Christmas!

Christmas brings us joy because we know that the little
Lord Jesus born in Bethlehem came into the world to take
away our sins. And one day He will come back as Lord of
alll

That's why we can be thankful and happy at Christmas
time.

| hope that all you Busy Beavers will have a wonderful
Christmas with your families!

* K ¥ X ¥

Any Christmas programme starts with the Christmas
story. So here it is - as told by Busy Beaver Joanne Jans.

STORY OF JESUS

Caesar Augustus sent out a message and said that the
world should be enrolled. And the people went to be
enrolled in their own city. And in that time Joseph and
Mary got a baby boy. They went to Bethlehem and
wrapped the baby in swaddling clothes. And in the fields
shepherds watched the sheep. Then an angel came down
and the shepherds were amazed. But then the angel said,
“Why are you afraid? The Saviour is born.”

Every year Jesus went to the Passover and when he
was 12 years old he stayed behind. Then the parents of
Jesus could not find him anywhere. They looked all over for
him. So then they went back to Jerusalem again. There
they found Jesus with the teachers asking and telling them
things about the Lord. The teachers were amazed to find
out more things about Jesus and the Lord. Then the
parents took Jesus and brought him home.

Now we have a Christmas poem from Busy Beaver

Debbie Hartman.

On a Christmas morn,

Who was born?

In a world forlorn.

Jesus Christ is He

Yes, his glorious majesty.

The wise men came

And give Him gifts of gold.

These wise men before were told
Follow a star to Bethlehem
Where you will find the baby Jesus.
The baby Jesus came into the world
To forgive all sins.

#*

Busy Beaver Jane Kobes knows how you like quizzes
so she has sent, for you to do, a Christmas puzzle:

WORDSEARCH PUZZLE Wordlist

* ¥ ¥ X *

5. child
6. flock

3. camel
4. cattle

1. angel gabriel
2. bethlehem
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7. frankincense  13. King Herod 19. shepherds

8. God 14. Mary 20. stable

9. gold 15. manger 21. star

10. inn 16. myrrh 22. swaddling clothes

11. Jesus 17. Nazareth 23. wisemen

12. Joseph 18. saviour
s nz dm o s a v i owur-r |
b et hl e ha mnd T f s s
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Did you enjoy that, Busy Beavers?

Well, here is another little Christmas story, by Busy
Beaver John Wendt.

It's about one of his Christmases:

Once | went outside on Christmas morning. It was so
white! | didn’t know what it was, so my Mom told me a
story about it. Then | knew what it was. It was snow! And
at last | knew what it was. On December 25, when the Lord
Jesus was born, there was 3 feet of snow.

What does Christmas mean to me?

What does Christmas mean to me?
The Lord Jesus was born

He came into the world

Upon this wonderful morn.

He came into the world for us
To take away our sin

He was crucified for us

For me and everyone.

And then ascended into heaven
To the right hand of His Father.

And that was the Christmas poem from Busy Beaver
Cynthia Ludwig.

* K K ¥ X

| can’t wait to give you the next quiz - it's such a nice
onel | think you'll really enjoy it. Busy Beaver Audrey Knol
wrote that her Mom helped her a little bit - so we thank
both of them for it, right?

c __ . Abel's brother

o __ __ __ Ruth’s son

U __ city of the Chaldeans
N . killed by King Ahab
T - — father of Abraham



(e o — worn by oxen

D o o — a prophet

J o e called out by a leper
S wife of Boaz

an idol

the helpers in the tabernacle
Joseph’s son

3 man of Paphos OQ(GO
3 mountain oy
son of Saul

3 prophet

Elisha's servant
the wisest king

(answers next issue)

| thought that quiz had a very nice message and was
fun to do. Didn’t you?

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Tammy
Alkema. We are very happy to have you join us!
Hope you will really enjoy reading Our Little
Magazine and joining in all our Busy Beaver
activities. You had all the answers to the quiz
right, Tammy. Keep up the good work!

And welcome to you too, Eric Jans. We hope you’ll
really enjoy being a Busy Beaver. Did you receive your
membership card already? Write again soon, Eric.

Thank you for your poem Denise Boes. | see you're a
real Busy Beaver already. You had all the answers to the
quiz right! Good for you! Keep up the good work.

Welcome to the Club, Marilyn Boes. We hope you’ll
enjoy being a Busy Beaver and will join in all our activities.
You're a good puzzler, | see, for you had all the answers
right. Keep up the good work!

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Marion Pieterman.
We are happy to have you join us. I'm glad you enjoy Our
Little Magazine and the quizzes - there are lots to do this
time, aren’t there?

Hello Jane Kobes. It was really nice to hear from you
again. You've been really busy, haven’t you? | admire the
way you enjoy helping your Dad! Thanks for the puzzle,
Jane.

Thanks for a nice chatty letter, Betty Ann Vander
Meulen. How are your math and science coming along?
What do you want to practise at home, Betty Ann? I'm
looking forward to the typewritten letter from you!

Hello Audrey Knol. Thanks for a very nice quiz,
Audrey. | think you and your mother are very clever to

make up such a quiz with such a nice message! You should
have received your prize by now, Audrey. Did you?

Thank you too, Marcia Boersema, for a nice puzzJe.
Now all our math-minded Busy Beavers can have some fun
with itl Write again soon, Marcia.

My, you really were a Busy Beaver, Grace Jongs/
Thank you for everything you sent. When | get letters like
yours I'm always grateful for all my nieces and nephewsl!
Bye for now, Grace.

Thank you for the nice poem Denise Van Amerongen. |
really enjoyed it, and | think one of these days the other
Busy Beavers will too! Write again soon, Denise.

Hello Betty Bouwers. |t was nice to hear from you
again. Is your garage all finished now? Glad to hear nobody
got hurt when you had the accident with the wagon this
summer! You had the answer all right, Betty. Good for you!

Thank you for your letter and your Christmas poem,
Debbie Hartman. What happened to your mother’s Eskimo
pictures?

What did you crochet for the sale, Cynthia Ludwig? |
think you’re clever to be able to do that! How is your
sister's doll house coming along?

Congratulations on getting your Silver Award, Peter
Van Assen. | hope you get the Gold Award next year! Do
you read a lot of animal stories Peter? Be sure to write me if
you haven’t received your prize yet.

Hello Jo-anna Flach. 1t was nice to hear from you
again. Thank you for the quiz, Jo-anna. I'll have to save it!

Thank you for a very nice letter, Marcelle Lindhout. |
did find it a bit puzzling at first though. Did you enjoy going
camping last summer with your family? Bye for now,
Marcelle.

* ¥ X ¥ ¥

Now that you have Christmas holidays coming Busy
Beavers you'll have lots of time on your hands, right? |
hope you'll have all the snow and ice you want for lots of
winter fun! And here are some puzzles for you when you’re
inside warming up.

The first one is from Busy Beaver Grace Jongs. She
writes that if you fill in the words correctly you will have the
same answers across AND down!

Magic Square
1. A pretty fall flower that rhymes

2131415 with master.
1 2. the opposite of fresh and it
2 rhymes with pale.
3. it's dangerous work for the man
3 who lions and tigers.
4. to chose by voting, it rhymes with
4 select.
5. In winter some flies and bugs and
5 pests crawl into the ground for
their winter
1. ESESAHPIR 5. SSUEJ 9. OABM
2. VDDIA 6. ERMO 10. AADM
3. HISCTR 7. ASLU 11. EEND
4. DOJANR 8. AAABLM 12. NNAAAC

(answers next time)

Bye for now, Busy Beavers. Have a happy holiday!
With love from your
Aunt Betty
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CountryPalks

It is still possible these days to meet people who, quite
accurately, can re-tell the stories told them by their grand-
parents about the times when they settled and cleared the
land in Peel County. Stories about the immense forests
which covered these parts, the only break in this monotony
being the occasional creek, river, or lake. Stories about
Fletcher's and Etobicoke Creeks having an annual salmon
run and woods full of game so greatly appreciated by the
pioneers and about having Sunday dinners when pigeon
pies were served, the servings being a bird apiece.

Searching through the old literature | have about those
long gone years of the 1840’s and 50’s, | realized that
enough wild pigeons inhabited the virgin forests of those
days to feed the pioneers hundreds of times over again.
The story of these birds is fascinating.

These pigeons were already mentioned in Canada as
early as 1662, when the Jesuits wrote that one man killed
132 at a shot and that fishermen were able to raise their
oars and knock down a sufficient quantity to salt away for
winter use. Until long after settlers came to Canada their
numbers remained unchanged. Great migrating flights, a
few miles wide, hours long, and several layers high,
numbering as many as a billion or more, used to visit year
after year certain favourite districts occupying hundreds of
square miles anywhere in North America between the gulf
of Mexico and Hudson Bay, the Atlantic and the Rockies.

One Peel County pioneer enthusiastically wrote to his
relatives back home: “We sowed our first wheat among the
stumps from which the trunks had been cut and burned.
Next morning, after the sowing, the surface of the earth
seemed to heave with birds. Pigeons were the most
numerous of all. The first herald of their approach would be
a darkening of the sky, and, when in full flight, masses of
them would stretch as far as one could see in either
direction. They nested in a grove over the river, and just
before the young pigeons were ready to fly, settlers would
shake them off the limbs by the dozens. They were then
considered in the best condition.”

Roosting in large colonies, the pigeons during breeding
season became a veritable nuisance. Each nest would only
contain one fledgling, but the parents raised up to a
possible four broods in one season, at different spots.

These groves were so crowded that the fluttering of
wings roared like thunder. Horses were often terrified by
the noise, and a man could hardly make another hear
without hollering in his ear. The roosts covered many acres
and in such areas trees gradually died; then, under the
weight of the pigeons, rotten branches fell so frequently
that it was dangerous to walk through these groves. Soon
all the ground would be strewn with old nests, broken eggs,
and dead young.

Apart from this stench and racket, the passenger
pigeons were hated also for economic reasons. Pilferers on
a large scale, flocks of them would often eat acres of grain
in only a few hours. It is no wonder that these losses, after
so many months of backbreaking toil, together with the
pioneers’ desire for a winter food supply, made farmers
willing and artful hunters.

Habitat Grup. Passnger Pigeons Against Panorama of
Credit Valley Courtesy Royal Ontario Museum

The time to stock up on pigeons was when the young
pigeons were not quite ready to fly, at which stage they
were tender and plump. Farmers from miles around would
gather at nesting places and, at night, with guns and
torches, would conduct a terrible slaughter. Some pioneers
came with wagons, axes, beds, cooking utensils, bringing
the whole family and camping out for several days. They'd
cut down the most crowded trees, doing it in such a way
that each crash would also bring smaller trees down,
causing a maximum of destruction. Barrels and salt were at
hand during this holocaust, and as fast as birds were
brought in, the women would. cut off and salt down the
breasts, leaving the remainder to rot, or to fatten pigs with.

The disappearance’ of passenger pigeons has bewil-
dered many people. How could such prolific creatures, as
numberless as the sands of the seashore, vanish entirely
within only a few generations? Couldn’t these billions of
birds afford to lose a few percent of their vast numbers?

Unfortunately it wasn’t only the pioneer farmer wreak-
ing havoc; it was the professional hunter, with contracts to
supply the great markets of Chicago and New York, who
took advantage of the bird’s gregarious nesting habits, and
before his scientific methods of attack the size of the flocks
dwindled rapidly.

Warning signs were evident all over but went un-
heeded. At the time when Ontario still had millions left,
Nova Scotia, where they also lived and bred previously,
saw its last one disappear in 1857. Manitoba followed in
1898, and Quebec saw its last one in 1899. The last
passenger pigeon seen in Canada was spotted in Ontario in
May 1902. The very last one died on September 1, 1914, in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Our picture shows a habitat group in the Royal Ontario
Museum, arranged in 1935. The Credit valley near Bel-
fountain, a small village between Brampton and Orange-
ville, was chosen for the panoramic background. Here
people can see what the Canadian countryside looked like
less than a century ago and ponder the fact that all those
myriads of passenger pigeons were exterminated from the
face of the earth.

COR TENHAGE






